EGYPTIAN TRENDS IN ALEXANDRIAN POETRY SR
A STUDY OF EGYPTIAN INFLUENCES ON THE ALEXANDRIAN "A_]. s
‘ OETIC TRADITION s S

ST

.Egypt alw‘ys \held a unlque pos1txon among the
zatlons of the world Of the seven'wondersffﬁﬁﬁy5zw%

f ":ﬂamcxent c1v111
ﬂl‘of tte world the pyra

mxds of Egynt alone remain.“”

the desert sands ‘

1'73i1ntact,‘iThey st111 tower above
‘ ’ ”YY'tandias‘a wltness to?ff]

’"ftiza The templ‘s o”‘d
i . 1

| "7vfffthat flrm be_'

'j;fcompared

f{:qyntlan_

Vthages.‘
xn Antxqu1ty._The v151tor‘ s

fat1on

_and monuments‘are hlghly appralsd

~ﬁf1t 1s a gentral c1a1m of the Dresent study thati

1n the Egyotxan m111eu,,ffg‘f

‘”Vb Axexandrlan peotry chxefly 'S
d orﬁ

'5;fref1ected modes of expre551on wthh can be apmnadm

afgqadeauately descrxbed and the Dotentlal of thlS poetry] ;

S R S s

'7 freely acknowledge tneg'frequenty'

,;Alexandr1an poetlc references to thexr Greekﬁpredecef'ff&f

ssors 1qnor1ng the 1nf1uences of the Egyotaln””




| :thelr ﬂstructure,.

108,

‘In this paoer I attempt to shed some: 11ght on’ the‘, s

Egyptxan cultur

l belleve.

”tnese. wmch,“asf'I

ucase of the poems to be dlscussed
4)

_In-doing SO,

kel 8' écn'tv olxos THs Be0U -ro: yo(p Trérv'ro:, :
" b0a’ ka1 KOV kad yiver', foT’ bv AlyUrrranr -
TrAoUTos, ToAaioTen, Gwautg. gUSin, 868,
.. Béen, pIAGTOPOL, Xpuaiov, venvioxot, ‘
" Bedov &BEAPOOV TéWEVOS, & ﬁolm?\eus xpno-ro;, vy
Movatiiov, oIvos, &ycﬁ& mévr’ 5o’ &vxpﬁll;mg, R
. -yuvmxes, - .
&oTépas éyeyxew oupav{o]s Kexauxn-rou,
. f‘rﬁvﬁ Sy ofcu TwPog Tapw xot’ mpunao:v
L 've]e[m upllenvcn uoo\)\ovnv— L ,

’3ﬁ The. house of the goddess (throolte)

' there, i.e;' (in Egyot), for every thlng

that ~exists anywhere in the world 'is in

" gold, youngmen, the shrine of ‘the sibling -
'gods, (Ptolemy and Arsionoe)"a good‘,kihga,‘"
: Museum, all qood thlngs you may desu'e and‘

§ womenv more; ume_rous: than heavenly stars,{;,':

e butteressed by fresh evxdence. It ls,'&
also falr to draw attentlon to poems wlth f
and thought sequence ‘ Attentlon ‘to-

hope ‘to show, is essentlal BLE the.j”‘:L

let us start by the followxng oassage:}

JEqut, | wealth o oalaestrae,e-‘ pdwef,<f'"

tronquility, fame, sights,l]bhiloSophehs; :

¥




ght;the Judgement of"kf”;ﬁ”‘

actxon enough to tru

Jresemblances wh;ch cannot be wh”lvy a

ﬁfThe analy51s of Herodas' DaSsage,'ﬁf}._“f"

’ attempted not only becaus'
"n'hxs ch01ce, and use of
1n h1s Doem, but alsfﬁfﬁ','”' :

es between Herodas and Alex

| Egy o at in ci y;,i;.i{i' zation.
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'Hérodas' poem,'is-;.df }uurée, QUIte expllc1t on  ff
.tre  matter of Eqyprian Dleasures ﬁand,._, unmvauedfnflﬁ
attractions. It is, more probable “that. Herodas' passagefp},

 -reSu1ted from a cor""Iatlon of the severaly Egyptatlan 7*V

3 and Alexandrxan e tlfs “The ooet deflnes hlS subject bef?“

 ;the.account. The flrSt verse °f the pas sage tells usj'7*
',that the abodc’ Of Tnsﬁeou
*ne' qoddess. mentloned here ‘fsf ADhrodxte

in EQYDt The commentatorsf”f{

,aqree thgt
vCunn1ngngm emphasxzes' that' one | goddess' ‘must b {ff
” ADhrodxte,,'.--_ The goddess -Ofi Dleassure,-'has fﬁéff 7;
‘. dwe111ng therd, igé; all pleasure may be found ‘there! L

';1n addltlon Maniélafﬁs ~a9rees thh Cunn1nqham }h ihi§ ;1L

”5statemégt o Three_ years after Mandelaras' Greek
| :'Comme"t”% Hopkinson  in his Hel(l)enlstlc | Anthology’:{:f‘*V

‘glves a brzef nou.1n the Same mean1ng,‘ ADhFOdlte7i§;,f

.“the oagroness of the sexually 035510nate llfev | and;_l,

iuthe mo:t Dractxcal reason: for setectlnq her was that ff!
;Be wasfﬁthe vmaJCr Gfeek QOGGESS assoc1ated W1th?;f{
""teffltory ,unqer - the ptolemalc' rexgn, as Paméréywit
'5£ét%%).“; :fhe Sit“ation'“bw'.is”cléar, love Drevallgﬁ i

o ;the whole country obvxously, the 1mmlgrants who v151t¥¢(

‘EQYDt found many d1$tract10ns,(that they fOrgot the1r*fﬂ

 lovers. ThlS 1nterpre’atlon is confirmed by the A ek

 line of Herodas Pascage,«"lt hat been ten months s1nce“¥

; Mandr1s (the lover) Jent off to Egypt He has not evenfﬂ ?




of a c1v1112ed soc1ety becau'

;ﬁﬁfstfaﬁbéétt




..‘men, whereas in Idyll 17 Phlladelphus 1s...... “7“9"5 f

'"-fages, EgyDt was fortlfled by a stronq army Kxna Ptolemyg

e St

w2

for what is virtous and righteous. .. ..

Sat,u.oth, Ti Se xepBoc o ;wpwc ev300¢ )uoua oq
| xeayevoc, om( Gbe wkourou ¢poveauo'w apaa*cs, ¢

u,)»?\.a 'ro ,u.ev ﬂlfu\(‘l, } R

“ | Here _wj’"-no'té ' ‘t.ha‘f.*‘- wealih‘ (gold) 1snt real
'affluence, but rather the 4a(€wus 'whlch follows:goodf
Bd&r\eusw S 00

_ UeCause of 1ts wealth Egyot has a oower 5uvauf;
.diln the fleld& of oolxt1cs and mllltary.‘ The Pharoahs

”?edefeated and conquered other countrles.l Throughout

'Hnwas the flrst nf Macedonlans to establlsh fxrmly the

y (17) . T
: oower of qupt. S qupt thu< was vthe-mtentr 0
otolemalc emplre,f;ﬂ»f‘ and Cunnlnqham stat
?_Wherer thlnqs happen,: where 1ssuses jaz dec1de

'thenfc*nan exc1t1ng and 1nferst1ng Dlace 1n whlch to

'11ve" *( )

".Theocr1tus, dﬁ“ihefother**hand glves detalls on

'asoects of the quptxan Power‘"shxos,,. horsemen, and




esCrlptlonx off%AIexandrl
S sy
‘rpurlty of alr

: ;,e; wlnds, ra1n’




“lifrom Canopus, 11us 1s equated w1th 1515 and Saranls

t~lji4'igt

<+

 sea and the_Nlle. Al'tn'ougn' '.‘H'er"od'a's -'doe's""'not- Callude

- dlrectly to the N11e, bowever, the word T’qv1'a ..1Iafl,»jjrl

the beglnnlng of hlS passage on Egypt 1mplles that he

}lntends to mentlon every aspect of the Egyptlan SOClety.uqv?;m’“

It 1s 51gn1f1cant to that the name g1ven to the

N11e in Homer 1s A1gyDtos, the r1ver be1ng equated w1th
(27)

- the country 7;' .av wanderful real1zat1on vjof.ﬁ_tﬁe;fff
: ?dependence ’ff Egyot1an aquculture onw’the. annual

flood1ng of the rlver. An EgyDtlan' Hymn to the N11e, .hlu*V

:‘wh1ch s} preserved 1n many papyrl be1ngs "Ha11
'cethee, 0 Nlle; that 1ssues from the earth and comes to

, ' (28) o R
“vkeeo Egypt a11ve 3 rurthermore,.51nce early t1mes ST

l‘the Egyptlans tended to worshlo and Dersonlfy the Nlle’

(29)

vand assoc1ated w1th 051r15

Slm1lar1y 1n two dedlcatlons of the +h1rd century
- {30).

3l

end a frultful rlver as well T The ma]or themes here Bl

re the d1v1n1ty of the Nlle,‘and fertlllty of . Egypt

themec Wthh f; were employed by Alexandrlan poets.ji.ffuf .
R Let ld start w1th the former theme < CaUunachus;fu%‘
" ex0101ts the theme whcn he concludes hlS second hymn to S

' Apollo w1th the famous epl1lgue *

?rov (l)Oovou w‘rroz\)lwv 'rmS:. T n/\aacv 58¢ 7 Leumév:
 «’Agoupiov wom;wco péyas $dos, AXAd Td modAd
- Apare 'ync‘ Km woA)\ov ec,/> v80xn lTUp(ﬁeTOV e)ucec,. o

s




' ‘and much rubblcf f

- aason for ch0031nq

;The' Assyrlan

qeograbhy

»,~§7

of Egypt due to

'fertlllt

-effécted

-

'vl;jVDoruous 5011

1cked Envy w1th h1s foot and sald thls

"'Ca111machus —takes Apolo as h1s persona to rebule ‘hi
'\scoffed at h1m for' not belng abiév*4“

‘.Idng‘_5°§WF: id1 the second ane

’us examnle of the Nllef

alllmachus< alludes id;f

jbassage, Theocrltus states.{; o

',;_a,\}\’ bm-‘g fmo-a ¢veb aa x@ap.az\a Atyvr'ros‘, oy
0 .,‘Neu\os avaﬁ;\vaV Scepav OTE ﬂw)lcuca. 9pv7r'ra, S

“';“But none “is, as fartlle as the plan15'7of

f%?fIquDt when the rlSlng N119

: fA syrlan rlver 15 great butff7,~v*

‘because

breaks
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ThiS- couplet 1s an elaborate rehahdling Tof thé;

'_theme of fertlle Land where Thecocr;tus g1ves us _a*] )Nf<

:_Dlece of 1nformat10n about the Egyotlan eﬂVlronment

a specific way dlfferent from- the preced1ng 11ne at the"f35f

 'Idy1l ~and- the follow1ng verses. Whlle these _versese'.
scontaln a rather dull enUmeration‘of 1ands, ;egs,:andi°""

rivers ruled by philadelplus, the couplet describing

Egyht ls full of cpec1f1c deta1ls.' . R

| _'1,«Tw0» mainivfaCts are mentxoned about ,Egypt,*f£f5*

’ ;fehtile land and ‘the rlslnq Nue.‘ bethv ’pfdminehiry
placed one in the. . flnal and - the. other in’ the : 1n1t1a1 vf¥fh

h051t10n of the couplet, whlch isvltself Dartlcularly,'*QW.

’emphatlc due to the choxce of words and thexr soundfhifiif

heffect,iThis couplet, however, ends w1thout referrxng‘} '
tohthe trme'of~flooqﬁ:’ B . !

i The N11e in Theocritus' poem invites ‘comparison

w1th the same theme as treated by’CaIlimdchus:
ﬁn:\u TaTOY Acu. D‘éu\o[s a]'ycuv :wauawv vbwp

v

@y’ eimy;

vy !




'7f; o7that the N11e may sa}

! each year 1ts most fert111zlng

Ta 76 ";f‘efcu n)tm/. Sre -
S KpIiLroLo; \aTEPXET“" ;
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T?‘ThejstreamIOf’Inppuss whlch the earth sends forth
‘deepest flood at the season - when the Nlle comes down
; from?the Aethioplan:gteep. ' 3 RS

I” the same hymn, Cailimachusb refepsljtd'ﬁlnopﬂseg;

“"'whlch floodes w1th abundance of gold

,\47}'4. uP & Ba 6’ (/S I Viw f—@S 3(-}\/6‘4-4

XPU(W Se g
'-Mlneur comments on these verses “It may be of lnterest “
'-‘here that at least as early as the first < entury B C ‘hﬂy @

:(but probably earller) the N11e was calleég. Kl7bufafﬁaqj}j‘?
bThls meaning is _Drobably. more in accordance' thhgr:SS
ECa111x1nus verelon,‘inTWhich"he!aSid that "1t 1s-pul¥f9
fd the lee, a r1ver truely called streamlng wlth'gofg.. -

'There is a 51m11ar Egyotlan reference wh1ch is connected*gf

w1th the two above mentloned passaqes,vand expressed inﬁj
CooW0 .
'the follow1nq text

The N11e "t‘f“quh Prlest of;df

‘;streams,; v” o : :

i _ el | Whose 'wavesh heve fcastit

o More r1ches round them, as the current rolled e
Through many cllmes its aolltary flood '
Than if they surged with gold. “‘"”

o Aéfdsoon: as the text ends,l we are; 1ntroduced to the

topos of’gold, wh1ch‘ as’ we saw in the prev1ous ver51ons,




thCh resembles the‘E_

‘vers dn on;the Nlle..
le passage ends thh tfe;word goI

theawho




-

be 'surprzs1nq

120
evident 4N the following verses:
& ﬁv Zeds Kpom.Sm e'rra¢co,uezzos- npe,ua xepail
o wopTiOS Iuaxur)s'. 7wt 8§ émramdpe -mzpa Nemp
- éx Boos ewcepaozo ALY pe'rapeoﬁ'e n/uvauca
‘ Capryupeos' pév 4 Nea),ou pooq, -
» "“and the second plcture Was. Zeus son of Cronus’
"-qently touchlnq the same hlefer of’ Inathus be51de
‘,:wvtne_seVensmouthed_Nlle, | o
- a stream was of 511ver N11e“='
: "This'stanza 1s an extract from the epylllon,'"Europa"
| 1Qhete}‘thewapoet; repeats‘ thev woll known myth of ‘the
ePhoenician princess who was 4£"QUCtEd bya'Zeus”{WhiIe
6 T
3dlsqu1shed 1n the'from of‘a'bulr;‘v '
‘”fMoschus use of the traveller -motive is fréduent énOugh
in thlS poem W1th the several standa"d eﬂenmnts " '
1 Here geoqraphy s mlxed w1th ;'mythology. Unlxke

Theocrltus and Ca'lxm achus the N11e is preteded

s ‘ .
' e_f'?’a T’05° “ s an erud1t10n whlch should not

‘and* deDends for i'v,_effect on the i







‘3'“As long as. you stayed bes1de the
'.:d511ver tldas of the lee ' "
1tby your 51de...defender agalnst ev1l one

'i’_Wlth you 1n snﬁﬁm.;;;;:j:

”ThlS Coublet‘ i oartlcularly dszxcult to 1nteroret et
because of the WOPdlnq of the second 11ne wh1ch ig-magff:

orobably corruot The dependence of an anonymous wr1terf e;}m.ﬁf?

*fon; Moschusltis‘ apparent inffthe second I1ne

i Trerefore, the topos of comparlng the N11e w1th 511ver,7j;

fls also not u%common 1n Alexandrxan ooetry,‘because 1t);f

‘tls ulthately derlved from the Emﬂuanh landscaoe.t

'dtDleaSUFeS Of Egypt among whlch he states f.ean.:;'g;t5~ R

-(It we consult LSJ s v &a,

II.I; we w111 note that the word R TR :tf” haif
 along 1ts several meanlng an add1t10na1 meanlnq, namelyﬂ*e e

"‘natural -scene 'uHICh seem to have been overlooked by,f”

52

p,’ihe commentator> A«h“ftf The Doet here probably refersa?J;;I
| ,to natural secnerles scattered throuqhout Egyptlan]fc@;;
“Jandscape, some of them are Howm%,v trees, and pxants;ehd'ﬁ
t‘whxch are connected w1th the Nlle. xin* v1ew of thxehof/

fwell«known fact the dxscussxon on the N11e above maygj;

Lserve to under11ne the 1noortance of the quDtaln textsjg“f"“‘

7;ftmore thorouthy.lg'_vhfi :ff”ﬁ;




only Drayed that{y:}
v of the trees that he had | ;:“'

ﬂ1w1th flowers,, for d1v1n1ty reasons,

2&0 £he malden”to cj:e 1nto.the.shades of the flg lea'es
l’tryStlng;biaée'dw” ‘ ‘  :T” Sy e
I The Little Sycamwe
Effwhxch she planted w1th her hand
7éfsne beglanto speak'?f;"‘“ Ay
. lfAnd he (words are as) drops of'honey.
‘:)J:ﬂShe 1s_charm1nq, her bower is qreen
Green "7than (the oaDyrUS),x,~f o

”H_adenHW1th fru1t o




"The

above

) Iz2g
The colour of her leaves fs‘as'glass;-
Her stem is as the colour of thenooal..

It is cobl in.her shadow,

She sends. her letter'by a little maiden, . &

The daughter of her: chlef gardener

She makes her haste to her beloved
'Come and llnqer in “the {garden)

,The servant who . belonq to thee ;

Come wlth the dinner. thlngs,

They are br1nq1ng beer of. every. (K1nd),
' With all manner of bread

-_Flowers of yesterday and of to- day,

And all klnds of refreshlnq fruxt

Come, spend this fest1val day,
" And to- morrow and the day after to- morrow..:
eS1tt1ng 1n my shadow o
- The companlon 51ts at the rlght hand
_'Thou dost make him drink, '
'.And then thou dost follow what he says...
I am of a s11ent nature e e

'And L do not tell what I see

I do not chatter“'

mentloned scng ‘has a. similarity ~with

Alexandrian love poetry.

wr




i i ‘ N e - e ke AL b e 8t
: - R AP AL . = ]
N o ) ‘

Thxs of course 15 a matter of manner and style

rather than of soec1f1c content.”g;fj[

_ A typfcal examole 1s furn;shed by N0551s_ff'“

“"A'o‘cow ousev epm-rns'. & 8 Jhﬁm, Seu'repa 'n-av'ra.
ST dariv dwd arépatos 5" ew-rucm xal ro pén”
.. rotre Myes Noogis Tiva: 8 4 Ku'rrpts oK -
) e't,bt'laa'sv. = ,

,' owc o!&ev xnv&'-y au@m Hroca.ﬁoﬁa._‘- S

{:3:"Noth1ng is sweater than love. all delightful thlngs
:.3iare °econd to 1t and even the honey I spat from my
: Alsmouth . -7‘ | '_  : " hﬂ A .
-ffly;Thus says Nossis. But 1f there is: anybody whom Cyprzs
i ;fhas not klssed she forsooth does not know what sort ofiﬁ

S : 56
T ?Flowers roses are“r'%ﬁ

The last word of the first pentameter b &\,g

f'stands exactly xn the DQSltIOB as 1n the fourth Ilne of[

-1hth Egyotlan' text. The second hem151t1ch f,g
fi;nentameter ls nartually, the same 1n both cases,o
.The Iast oentameter ends WIth WOrds very 51mlldr to the;;t&;.“
:'%quotian song, desoxte the fact that 1t treats | .
' ':dlfferent theme S ‘“"9”‘ ) CO gof o F.' DPeCEded bV
'_”mentloning the qoddess of love 1n the DreVLDUS hexamaer.;ﬁfp
71The Alexandrlan ooetess verv welI be echoean lxne 20ﬁﬁ{

'“{aln the Egyotian oaoyrus ;;fi'?f*“ﬁ" :

Ne must however. be aware of the fact thah it'wasfﬁﬁ

: e'.tradxtxonal ”Fdﬁf”thef qupttans :d Alexandrians'jiof;f;;if
ex0101t _the, themeifof flowers 'io:.thelr Joys _di

. 1a;fdlStPeSSeS. R




. ;{,"\B

p ;

Meleager

S

-wlth dlfferent kands of flowers

126

is the most coqent 1nstahce'that‘¢ae be alluded

ta LT : _ vaoqbr.ha Her&‘avs‘ n3v '1':91}1\3 poSov
o _ Mz,uwvee. ri F-a'rala xopais e paibpd yerare;
a fyap mais xpea-anw advmiéwv crretﬁaumv

S a}ready she 1s in bloom. Zenooh1la Love's darlingf'

eet rose of Persuaslon flower of the flowers of '

the SW
sprlng o o ' RS
In another poem Zenoph11a is a tender flowers

e ZyVoliha CE’ueepw ades

s a poem on his m1stress Hellodora assocxated

Meleager also copese
59

and Dlants

H?Lefm chor.ov, W‘Xefm & dmraray dpa puprrau: e
' apma'aov, mAétw kal Td. yeNDUTE A:pwa,
mréko cal xpoKaY Huv :-rrmrleEw 8 dxidor
w0 ppy dnw, mhéEw kal PehépagTa p poda, .
b &y émi xpoTdpors pup oﬁoa-rpuxov ‘Hniodapas
eu'rr)\.oxa.pwv xcwmu awt?aBo?Ln ar'rcc,bavus'

1 wLLL plalt in whlte v101ets and tender narcissus

{mid myrtlenberrles, [ will p1a1t laughing 11119: too

:and sweet crocus and purple hyacxnths and the'roses

' that take joy in love, s0 that the wreath set on

‘Hellodora s brow, Hellodora wlth Lhe seented curls, .
J. o

'may'scatter,flcwers,on_her lovely hair.

This assocxatxon lS a further ev1dence of the Meleagran -

tlon of the Egyntlan theme of flower

exolbita

i




Oﬂe QOfﬁ the Egyetxan

i ,:"I'fn-

?ﬁeﬁﬁeﬁesﬁhls maxden to all the‘_e_“":”

as a young paLm :

toll and shrﬁight

Meleaqer s pcem and the Egyptian LOVelifffgf*

t1es' AR SRS
Fxrstly bath of them are erotlc 1n tene _ (
: ' ms the beIOVed 15 compared to floweree"

{‘f¥3y are. pompased_[?

-;i unlike

; qer names hlS mlstresses (Zeﬂonhxla'
he Egyptlan flowers %@reﬂﬁli‘«.

Meleager s

"Mhereas

| _?3from about 1350 1320 B c i 7
‘,fff;ne 011 toqether to thy nostrlls ahﬂﬁiééhlén._i
62 _ C e .,1;_,.“513{:?7""”

+

‘“lotus flowers )
the quptxan

when Hellodora

tleewlse’ song has a themat1c
died the dust deflled

'"”Mgleaqer

:blommnq flowers




Y

: wher the poet m]sses hns beloved

| gwith.lotusfand papyrusrcounﬂess. as the:sand"'

--:Moxeover, a Meleagran rose waeps Sau‘puef Cs’ogw

f1r<t thlnc we nctice s atfﬁ o5 ']1' . ;ﬂ and ;fﬁV5fF

”setting The tone of encourccement of: p}easurei u,“,,is  }-?“

this slmlle which .probably,fréfere to the Egyptlaﬁ;7r:fﬁr X

128

64

Looking mbre 'closely at Meleager s DOEtYy, the;7

C’o u-v IR rt'afe remxnlscert of5 Eg}ptxan ;g""ﬁ

'11ack1ng Meleager 5 verce “on the' other hand, ghe o T
*Alexandr1an Doet conflnes erot1c thenv .th‘_-;deaﬂTjiﬂ f1l;:i':

{fthe abave hemlstlchec

The Egyptxan Pharachs also ;bdred the Some.lnterest

-'1n flowers and trees Ramses_ITI ©iq ., Dsarted treee.lj f“
,anf pcovru= plants in Thebe and 1n the new town whlch

= T « o
. he fOLndeC in the Delta he made ' and the f0110w1ngf" :

text declares that“' gPEdt v;neyard.' welkc‘“shaded~-byfﬂngf*:

all kxnd of sweet frult trees ladcn w1th their fru1t,

f _ R
Sacred gway,' splended w1th flomers ,from *all courtr1ec,;’-_?_gg?
: : 67 _ S ;

.;_E,..ﬁA -

"In‘ this  text different. r_k,"i_,hdsr-df flowers and

plants are compcred to “the . cﬁdntless_Sanu Concern1ng*”"

o desert, it SEems - that the _Alexéndrian 'poets were R |

'influénccd by the c1m11e of ccuntless sand wh1ch

could be equlvelant 16 -kfebjzgfék??%'QI,Vf

- —




_'-i}to ﬁapyr1-
'];explbitpd”

W?%“Herclne= Who haunt the

As I hc'u'e thus shaown the word déﬁ(

Qﬂand 1ts 1mpl1cation, some ccwmentatdrs cuqc;ect that the"ﬂﬁ'??ﬁ7ﬁuffj;15

- f.‘poet attracts our attentlon to ihe

ff[_word [a_ Cunnlngham

ey

First, the noun , 0(,’05

mcuntain“5' "hlll" another meannxng atte*ted;
already beerir

has,_bééides its normal-

meaning '
' amely"desert" and the word has

69

_;Alexandcrxan poets

??QTha adjectl ‘;f]
7{'ﬂinf1;fte The aDDarent examvle ;’jlfﬂﬂiffﬂi”.,T.”

'5"ceunt1e<s
:,Nicaentus‘ 'ﬁ}draﬁtff:}' basxcally in the f0110w1nq f; ,“

ArBU“V o@os qKﬁ{TM‘R/fe Veﬁﬁpff -
72

’3 j1ne '°Hw=w/€5a¢
1nf1n1te desert of the Libyans L

5ffword means spectaeles.
. I maj now canclude that the examlnctlon of é?e;“r‘ '

'1n Herodas shows very cle&rly the comb1nat10n of naturalf
'fiscenes -and spectacles w1th the mlnute knowledqe 'd;EF“'

"subtle varlation of the Egyptlan devicef

.°'Daséage '"n11ke nhat has been prev10usly d1scussed thej?-i.“‘

ntellectual phase§ fﬁfr'
DA T T4 s
cjof qupt. malnly)the o QMéaoqohf

L probably ' Phllosoohers'"_ih‘ modern sense,' thPUth‘Fne"

technlcal' aqadem1c1an (Pfelffer on Ca!l

alw91705 '-jiﬁ]j‘;ﬂ_ has £y mcanan;'- e

';we? may _now turn Herdas.u,_i’q' £T‘]

f:,a DuzzlingA*éfff;_ 'if}ﬁ;

poznted out Heizctates that“5}'f “"””

- ?.Dmgg‘ VI 3@ qu.; ,‘b; 163) Ls 90551b1e' In"diégijﬁp;4jﬁhggﬁéjs:j;;,
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century B.C.A.

130

_ B A o R - ,
is corrected to fPfA‘@ AOY 805 o and so - DB.

R

Warxullo (Ma1a, V1 '(t953), 64) WOuld Féﬁd 'hefei but .

‘_thls word ' wae flrst used in tﬁe teohnical meaniho by":

EratOSthenes _(Suet, Gramm.,‘10 4), therefore in']the_j

‘75

. second half of the third century} ‘ LSJ statesj
' “Academ1c1an of the members of the Museum at Alexandrlc?7.7
In crder to understand the lmpllcatlon of the word we

_must f1rst be fam111ar w1th Alexandrlan and 1earn1ng

| soheres,

t‘Obviously, there were minor schools of the’ New

Acadeimy and . the e Scept1cs developed these in the

77
flrst century B s

‘Demetrius of Phalerlus was an Athenian statesman, and

Theophrastus' pupil. as well as having a Peripatetic

1onal attemot to follow Athenlan Schools esoec1ally the =

79

“_Lyceum of which he was 8 falthful pupii

.Another examole 'was' Eratosthenes in the third
' ' ' 30 :

31

- he had .some philesophical views of a Platonic'kind;

32-

as in other flelds of act1v1ty‘

On the other hand, the word Philosoohoi tOuld

C L pdbheysl .
mean?EE 5fe1ffer remlnda us the first scholars of ‘the

. 83

Hellen1st1c world Alexandrlg wer poets. -

philosooher'of hote in Alexandria .as

[

tendencyﬁ“ o Furthermore, Demetrius made an -intérnat-




84
hlS flrst lambus.‘ . .:
- Iambl (fr 191')
. "_'Axoucaﬁ Imtmvcm-cog ol Yocp GAN -qx.m
i véy Exov ﬁouv xo]\i\uﬁou nm‘p‘qcxoucw

L :Lxstcn to ‘Hipponax. I‘or i have come -
o f: om the place whcrc an. ox ¢osts a penny,

'Clearly the llteratl of ptolemy's Museum i were
85

Vr as hzs persona, to harangue and cr1t1cxze the ph11010g1

PiBAiaxst xapoxiTan hefprrc: Snplomwes
Mouaémv év Ta)\dpmi S ;

‘ffff°rfl“1n the populous land of qupt lots of
| - Dedantlc cl1ster11nge are kept endleSSIy

argu1ng 1n the Muses' bxrd caqe L

”‘?same group bé 1ikening them to erds.

Callinachus implicitly alludes to ohilalogol in =

. (-1'91 i 2)- o

'lambus by exhlbltlng a relncarnated Hlnponax taking hlm‘}f'

TroM\ol uéu ﬁécxo\rrcn év Aly\.m"rcol 'rro?\uq)u?ml B N

'As Calllmachus in the flrst lambus 1nsu1ts the phlloloqori“-

;by accu551ng thom of 111ness, 50 here Timon berates the:;j;i'ff

Badv\ed)(Ph1ladelnuS) . appears emphaflcally ' after IR
"t“ﬁ;ﬂfeceded_wprds’ “f'f‘éﬁ Pepeated in Theocritus 17;°’

,,Idy}lar_The»adjecﬁivg; . KYD”Qéfw”qj 88, o 1n the end'_{;suﬁ‘

= descrlbed by Clayman .?a -:,f Célllmachus beglns hls fff5¥f;f;f f~f

;1":;?Th1s cr1t1c1sm LS simllar to Tlmon of. Phxlus who sacd 'f;‘?f? m i?=*?3




="___dlrectly to this theme:

132

" of the 11ne Wthh since it means "yaliant, kind. Bothljf

senses are even more appropr1ate 1o otlemy
P

-us~The Egyptian: King Thothmes 111 who' was not‘ohly a
'great qenﬂral but a stateman i He establish'the pax - e

-Aeqypt1C““;

The follow1ng parallels between the Egyptlan k1nq and

: phlladelohus ard of lnterest

S “The equatlon of the pharaoh and Thoth corresponds,'

WIth Theocrltus (XVIl 113w116) Who states

"He (phllaldelplus) is given a q1ft werth of his -

~craft, and the spokesman of the Huses sing of .protemy

ln"?etuhn for his gift". It is qulte céear that Greeks

' 1dent1fled Thoth with thelr own Hermeﬁ As the patronS';'t

of lxterature, namely,',lear1ng, Calllmachus _alludes_,;'

o . L
LalTo0 pEY eu/wﬂgaqv'éﬂjmqvq"gcﬁzh -
- Me ask for easy- learing, the qlft of Hermes (fr..

77“221) Calllmachus“,llnes _arersxmxlar to ‘those in the
7 K . - -
ngptlan in the deliberate learn1nq e /uczé}eqfq-
-—Wthh corresponds with his well known Doetic percepts

Elsewhere Call1machus conmn&'ﬁe Phlladelphus w1thAoollo

(h. LT, 113)%

ii. " The word “Lord". 1n the s%%ral Egyptianitexts,'bn” -

'addressing gods and k1ng recalls ‘the rellgioné'

~The two abave meanlngs of xP’VﬁfTo,; '-_ : frémthdsh':f;ﬁr,i*




1"33'_?_:; o
" invoc"ati'dh {?\ V q 5 .;.'_‘Whe'n pmladelphus

1s greeted or addressed

' '-iii:."".-' The nroblemamc expresswn fff"- CP e/ef”? /‘" e?"5“5"3/““:?

(Callzn}h 1v. 168) denotlng Dart of The terr1tory

.;lwhxch ptoiemy rules,‘as @ ref%rence to the Pharaoh'
tltle klnq of Sout and North o , ‘
_ Calllmechus'f 1ncoroorates ) Egyetzan ' feaifeiie7*7f"
"e 'dete1ls  t0e bring :past and present 1nto close;5~':'
'”37 relatxon thh one anotheur to the enrlchment by‘e

hletorlcai qe contemporay people and evente

'QTheipdet 1s eager te combine the e functlons and.&fu;
‘fhis desire ta- put .ae new perspectlve :inithé:eﬁe"elff_f{fﬁ”n“

,(Alexandrlan s cultural herltaqe

qugnmvseems to have been selected after Eqdv,leuj xf)yfkbjfﬁ{ffﬁ{{9i

becausg Lhe Doet composed thelr verées when he hand
é- became a new member of the Museum communlty 1n:ereer1;e
'Qﬁthank Ptolemy, hls eatron for his admxssxon '

 15;In the musetmn scholars en1oyed a high deqree of I1berty:55“

f;end_faciixty of research in Dursu1t of their sdblarlyff5;~:if5'tfif;

'-wdfks. 'On" the other hand' the,_conthuation, ef_‘thebE'i,e,“':

works and pen51en depended rolev ang6 entire by ;Qh:’.{iisi*if' ,;;;ﬁ
o 1
|

klnq e pIeasure as Abbadl rlqhtly stetee

o
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The théde of w1ne and the rest of Herodas' line
seems. to be isclated from M O&Ié’q ro ¥ ~at the
beginning of the line. The theme of wine brings in thé
oppositicn of “the intellectual phases. which 1 have’

alreddy-discussed. Here the 'links that join wine with

all gcod thlg%s Herodas gobably had in mind Callimachus, -

jand Mel gager. On the other hand, the poet may hdve bezw
inspirec bythe same attributes of the Egyptian Hathor
‘who re%{esents lg&Ve )w1ne) joy, and every _beautlful
things. One may desﬁre,géamingiy, pave'tﬁe way for the
axplanation of,the~following stanza. . '
Herodds ends ~ his passdge' on qupt mentioning -The
Egyptiad women using twe similies. F;rstly;_he compares

them to stars.

It s also note worthy that %157‘é/9 2.5
are used &s 4 weather element associated w1th the moan
and the n;ght which reminds us of the comes., and the
“Ddrahplausithyroh in the'Aldxandrian love epigram, 160
The following verse is cited as an example by Maleager":

MoeTepa Ky~ bedd pwdy Readboy @*‘V"U“'QC\"?"V

h-q: A/()G -




More 1mp0rtant that the stars element attracted.f',f
'Tattentxon in the Egyot1an Poetry On the coronatLOn of:f'{:"f

'?ifthe K1nq Sety II,'wa Eggd “Th1ne eye is) clearer than?ff:ﬂi”'“: L

h;he stars of heaven

: joerodas,
fﬂfwhen Parxs gave the apnle of Dlscord to Aphrodxte and

The second s1m11e OCCUDIES the last couplet of'ui

?Jffﬁ so d01ng 1ncurred the hatred of Hera and Athene.-}f~i"”

'7The Egyptlan women s iooks aopear at the beginnlng of

.;line a- conc1se but the comnar:son refers to the deta11ed IR

:*inifd' unlque and delecate way The reproduction off,’ff;{'j2§jf_

.‘_,descrlptlon of these women s, phy51que Thelr beautuaszfi'f{V"
ffls thus con51aered d1v1ne and eternal Dy the Doet when" fgf‘

':ffhe set goddesses on the same footing wlth mortals..
In brlef Alexandrlan noetry depicts what seems-;*-"i'

-¥; an 1dea1 soc1ety, here all these elements are comblnedfzgff{-'ﬁ:'

"=Egypt1an t0901 by Alexandrlan ooets i's also a recurrent-?—ﬂﬁfﬁ-f“

'¥¥f[feature 1n thelr poetry.:

here the poet refers to the famous Judgement_?t:fﬁ;':°'




. Murry., (19774, P. XVEf.

" .8) Hopkinson. ad. loc

42. Hom. LL; IX.

| -13) Mandelaras, and Hopkinson do
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381f; 0d. 111 309; XIV. 285, with Cunning-

ham's note; Erman., (1971}, p. 21.
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not deal with the word at all.




xvx. 22»4, thh Gow 5. note

105. - Theocrltus empioys
a theme “which. Menander cal!s_,',"

t the’ theme e. g Fraustadt,'—"'-:'
nocum aetatem’ -

)Theoc. Idyll o | . - _
15) o Idyll, xw.i, the theme of encom:um
el as 111ustrated 1h !dylls 16 and - 17,
ern: txmes crmc rea

B o’ \rKGS )‘0}’05 in miod
G (1909) Encomlorum A htterls Graec15 usque ad Roma

""rhlstorza, Le1p21g, pp. 4%y,

e fm Greek: and Roman poetry.s
) Hérodas, Mim.1. 28

‘-l?) Hokmson, ‘(1989), ad’ loc.

8y Cunmgham s (l971) ad Joc.

62£ 68, Cau‘ns, (1970), Generic comesttmnV R

Edmburgh pp 100 102 o g

19) Tac1t Hist: V- 38
CoT e Theoe. ldyli XVII. 0 4, Wxth Gow 5 note, cf Pplybius.' V. - 10?-._" 5 B
"'-,,;'2"‘”,.Herod L7727 00 ~ s AP

-"_':"22) See, for example, _OGIS 90 hne 11 (Rosetta srcme) ‘eve%-q T"] v

"“:.;!-‘HYUITToV €S LUSI(,{V Ayuyﬁ.‘v qu T

~= o dn Hedylus poem about the. figure of Bes. in" the: temple of Arslnoe
.'at Zephyrlon, then. 497D.E. Gow,. line - 1843 i1, Arsinoe herself is

'acalled (:u% 7 (Apud Fraser, (19/0) pe 10
P M (1970) Eratosthenes of

523)Fraser, ‘Cyrene, Oxford, p 10

=2£*)Strabo. xvu L 8‘ e

o : .

. ) Taranr S L.'

Lexden, PP '_j52 114 Gamson
of the Heliemqnc Love Eplgram,

¢ epigrams, |

(1979) The art cf var!atton in the Hellemsti

Wl_esbad_en, P. 24 t,and 47. -

_.e'rodas, Mxm 128

27) Macfarquhar, CF (i966) E‘-arly Greek Travel!ers it l:gypt
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" : ".;23) Translated by I A Wllsoﬁ in Anment Near Eastern Texts, 372—3.; : ‘l,
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IH’“ wa: *'fﬁfé*af'fi '

(1978), Mild Frenzy . A“Reading
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29) For the full discussior |
N - N or the fu'l discussion of the Cult under ptolemies, see, B
_ ,. (1964) Lalrue du Nil, Paris, pp. 318-28; Fraser -(1972) ela:s’
- - 3] &ly Llels

263, and note 385,

S 30 s s . '
- )3‘ ' B )i Dupdmde kai "{odu kai Neiho [ wai Baad ¢ 1T
{ o aitar ~ » / ! awv £ [ {
L ) epem«'q;., / Oeals Eiepyéraus, | Aprepidwgos ﬁwza(\;iﬁi“?gm/ K;L Bac-
T £ 7 Sapyu L

" apud Fraser (1972, Il p. 415 . 586,

31, Fraser, (1972, 1, p. 263.

. Callim. h. H. 107-109.

£ Wilamowitz. (1924) Hellenistlééhe Dichtuné,"ﬁ Ber.lin p 86.
) . Do H

Passqualll. G. (1913), Questiones Callimacheae, Gottingen
. K LE

?

g p..86 ;  Williams, Fo (1978), Callimachus hymn to Abollo A
T ? ;

C"omménta'ry‘, Oxford. p. 91.

32, Theoc. ldyit. XVIL. 79-803 With Gow's notes
4

g is not dissimilar to the Roman poets:

.~ 33.The same meanin
ci,, Catullus (X1, 7-8);
' Sive qué«:L sgptemgwinus colorat’
o 'aequara Niltjs, .
3 Virgils (G- V- 2% )
et'}fﬂi.rid'em Aegyptus ni
b (Sc. Nilus).
s Tilullus (LVIL 22
aestiya Nilus abundat aqua ?

gra fecundafihaven

fertilis

—— -
b




ol 008 it Wit (58 note

T eGP N

ISR Y. A R SRR B R ST T Y
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- Odobay Bdvdpea,_xeiva wap! aAMfhoton koddvass,

- wepole)ly 8" diepapros $ud ydocpoiow merfhois . - -
- edgopéot wapmde mepikarée pmdd memalvor T
‘pexpls eravbicovet -kAdSor mpgrepov wepl wapmdin .

o mimrot und dpd wukTds .'-51*?{"e‘j/jz'u’ﬂév‘-"é'pv_waf,t'.l'ac,rip_'.

 wepolelins dro’ kopnds :drép Papuyydos adpms -
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L Wpos ducpiolyugn [ e

e

. -37. Mineur,” (1984), p- - 26; McKay, Ergs. 130 1 Liddle & Sco
sy for the Egyptian sacral contexts, . ic

ot .

.. 38 Athenaus; Deiprosophisiae V 201 b.f, 202 {203 ec.

35 Bomet, 1969, pe 225 Select: Pape DT
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e o |
Bﬁhle’r WL (1960), _' rDie Europa des "Moéct-mé,' Wiesbad"en.,‘ P |

S
" us.
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Cxted by Sexss. JA. (1973) The great Pyramld,‘N.Y. pr 14.' :

Call;m. 38&l 27 28 H Erman. Ay (1971) Lafe in Am::ent

Egypt N- Y. p 189 f.
Theocritus, [dyll XVII—.

“Callim, h.IV. 207,

., —r.¢%»;—- . 263-

Mbscih’us.' 1L §'l-_- 3

49H, Gutzwxller C. (1981) studles in the Heliemst:c Epylhon

p 6313 recently, Zanker, (198?); P+ ‘}'q"
Buhler, id, p lOlii, c.f. Vil‘gll Aen VI!I 319- 28

: Buhler 1d, hsts some examples from Greek and Latm theraturer-

o Cas follows

!.u"ran:épm -rmpa. N:ilmf Vgl die detaillierte Angabe Aesch Pr. l e |

Em wth, ... Nelhov npds abelp mépm‘s el mpoayibyart; Apollod. 2, 8W, iy

' .'&pxalm p.orpp-qv drorafolon yewd nopa @ Nelhg worapd “Enagov. L L R

{kdnnte auf epischeQuelle zurtickgehen). ZumWortlaut vgl. Dion, P, 264 tncamé-

. pou Nefoto; Nonn. D: 11, 511 #rrambpoy ... Nebhov; ib. 17, 394 (beachte die

._ " Stellung) &5 émunépou orbpe Nebhou {; ib, 26 245 hnawépoto . Nelhoo, Die .
" Klausel mopa Neirgy auch sonst, z. B. Dioscor. A, P. 7, 708, 5; id, s. Nicarch,
- AP, 166 3; Nonn. D. 2,167 dwepkke mapd Nethqp /332,69 41, 269. Vgl ferner-

“Aesch, fr. 300 N* Nethog dmrdpoug; Ov. M. 3, 422 septemfluss . . . | Nilus; ib.
15, 753 sap!emﬂua fumina Nili |; ib. 5, 187 septemplice Nilo {; Verg G. 4,292
diversa ruens (sc. Nilus) septem discurrit in ora; Ov. M. 5, 324 9,774; Nonn. D. -

- 3; 387 Neldoto . .. &mrdoropov 63wp, 6, 339 u. 8. Die Siebenzahl der Mindungen- -

- war in der ganzen Antike kanonisch, vgl. die geographischen Be!cge bei HoNIG-

- MANN RE XVII 562 62ﬂ' (xb 563 2die Namen der cmzelnen ‘\r[undungen)‘ C

w9,

51 e Translatlon, DL Page, Seléct Papyri :I'I'I:j Laterary papyrl, .

;"_Homer,_ _I_I; IL. 753.

Select Pap . 1'413;

“poetry (London and Cambndge, Mass) Loeb ed. 1581,

£y




57)

59)

N ;Lsé)

6_1‘-)
62)

63)

o).

58)

" 65) .

ey

Netthér "-'C'r—unninghém _ nor 'Hopkinéon: allude “to this mear;ing. -

Clted by Ermdn, (19?1), p- 193.

_Id o p. 193 f cf. Select Pap i, 121{l

me the love - SONgs of a _ﬁu‘in a papyrus crted by El‘man,:'

pY l%, (“Zf. P Qxy, 1795° .

-,'AP V 170

Tran_.iated by Wlute, 7.1 (1_980), I-E'sSays‘ in Hél-ler{iév;cii:_P'-oetrf,'-:f :

Ameqterdam, . 19 .

A P V. 1943 f‘f.. 1#3, 147

'APV. 178

A P Vi _ 1#7, m Latm therature Pmpertlus rnade use. of the' -
same sxmile when he compared hlS beloved thh lliles (2 3.9 11)
- nec me tam fac:uav., quamws sit candxda, Ceplt |
(hha non domma sint magxs alba mea |

panghehs (1987), propert:us"/\ Ilellenlstic poet  on

Love anci death, . Cdmbndgp, p. 56) nghtly stdtes that‘  <

‘_propernus characteristacal!y underfo!ds Alexandrlan

couplc,t the flgure of hlS m:stre’:f‘

Tfa"51a“‘d by paton, W.R., the Greek Antho!ogy, Loeb ed.
' ,London 1980 o ' S .

‘Cu.ed by Murray, (1971), p 210 S | '

'The song ls quoted by M.L. West (1969); Near EastemI Maténal,

HSC‘P, 73, p- 130;-_
Ap VIL 476,
Ap- v 136

Wesir 1d., p- 131,




66)

67)

68)

69)

70)
71)

72)

- X4z

Erman, {1971), p 193

id. p- 19k,

L.S.0. 8.V .‘s(;) Pas'

nde. Go (197 5). L.Humaout des Alexandrinas,

Giangra L Humout

P 15 1.

a commentary, Amesterdam, note on

L.5.d. SeVe
A.P. VL 225.
Cf. Apolionius R.hbdius V. 1245 -

another compa

e

Callimachus. hyma. Il[

g R 11570

white He s (1979)- Theocritus'

rison of sand with an

753; 1 L

fine 80.

awpiTes ahite (1980), p. 9 £+

9 Callimachus, Fr.

atin Literature.

ad o,

I i

Amedsterdam,

idyll  XXIV,

6073

army is used by

c.t.

b




' Eratosthenes had some math’ematic' and 'geographiscal' 'wor'k‘s'-‘_ L ' ,l
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