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An rhm paper { try za throw some ngm on l'OI:se.s in Egypt in the
Pwlemau, perxod mr()ug,i: the rfsatenal available in.papyri. The

documents may enable us 4 Jorm some idea of the grr'ar care and

mamienance given 10 homs in-the Ptuwnaw penod as they were B

very lII’pOI‘IC!?Z! Jor the use of t/u' arr »w and. azher ises. Before
dealing with the mmerza! I *’!unk it &5 necessary (o :;,Jmmarz.,.e
how fma’ whe 1 B Egypt knew horses.

The a—;aﬂiesx ﬂrﬁseiim!iam of howses is in g picmrgewd:m;: from
the Highiand lone in Asia, 1 showing-a grawp of nineteen
hOf.&c,\,,, each nprf.senred by the mzmm! s head a.ru’y it datze.s jrom
abou 3091} B.C or a‘omb{y @ cmrum or bvo ea Aier, it is the
;ea:imt j;f"é"‘ffﬁfau()ﬂ af f’ommmawd iiw:se\.. T}zls c.rample

‘_ :::Mfaze.s ﬂ‘mu‘ aJcam ~£ LM ear!), date the. domewacami ‘haorse

2 ,
was faund m the eas: end of 1/;:: z’Lgi;!unJ Zone ~ -, then it
o gradu azily mafc& ;z:s Wy inio the Ferm’e ue.scen: dur“ng the next |

' mam’am’ yfam ao that i was common in. *fze age of dammumpa v

L IH Br d.sfu! Anuvm‘ I‘.mm »! “History 0_;’ Ihe Earfy World 211«:! ed.

 Bosion (194 HP2

2 The Highlund Zone includes & broad band of f“owmy wcndmg Jrom
Acgean Sea on the wesi, castward along the north side of the Fertile Crescent,

und then fusther m.srward mﬂveeﬂ rhr Caupzan Seq and the Pem_an Gulf to

the Tronian PL:zxeau - ,
- (f. Brea.xtc;L op.cit, P 242;

g




“had neverseen a horse.

48

We now /cné'wktha!‘ arquﬁd 2000 B.C. the domés!i&axéd horse was

in use from the Caucasus through Anatolia to the Fertile

Crescent, 3 from which it reached Egypt during or after the

- Eighteenth century B. C. For the Pha'raohs"of the }ﬁlramid Age

4.

The first time that we have met with horses in Egypt on the

" ancient monuments was a relief © showing the Pharaoh Ramses

the second O as he stands in his war-charios scattering the enerny

before his plunging horses. The wa!ls of many temples are

covered with various pictures: sculptured in relief, depicting the
viciorious wars of the Sgyptians i all divections, but especially in

Asia, to which they drove back the Hyksos. 7

3. G. Rowr, Ancient lraq Pelicam {1966} P, 221;
Pu K Hith, History of the Arabs (7th ed) (1961} F. 20; apud.
Lutfiabd EiWakab Arabs in Ancient Times (1988) P. 116. fn 24.

4. Some Scenes in ihe Egyptian tomos of the Pyramid Age are the oldest
known pictures showing. she work of planiing and cultivating a field, herds, fat

 catle some of them milch cows fed up cnd tied 10 be milked others used as

‘beasts of burden. Buy no horses i the tombs of the Pyramid Age are fo be
found, for horses were sill unknown in Egypt. Cf. Breasted op.cit., PP. 78-79
- Figs. 43,44. ‘ D - :

5. Carved in velief on the outside of ke grea?-iw!l of Kamak. Cf. BreaSted '

op.cit. P. 104 fig. 62.

6. From 1290 10 1223 B.C.

7. Hyksos brought horses 1o Egpe. Cf. Johannes Imscher, Lexikon der ‘
" Antike Minchen (1987). S.V. Perd P. 418; Lutfy Abd £ -Wahab op.cit. P. 116

. 24.
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. chariots.

| » 49 .
. After the close ovF Peudal Age & Lgypt uqum*d and zmnﬂrfed

}wlses Yiwy began to be imported from Asia. Chariots came

with them and Egypx hamng learned warfare on a .scalf: unknown
before b@uﬂ'ﬂlﬁ a mzf.z‘arv Emn €, 9 win a well organized

m?zarzd;ng army made up chicfly of archers and great masses of

10 11

Tarn”, f@iiowed by others, considered that in

most of ihc great batiies of the Hellersitic period mvalzy had the

fust asd last word, and that tie geat age of cavaliy lasted for

about 4 \,,wn,ry as‘zf? ’f,m.m@f, "Rostovizeff™ 12 , pointed oui

that Fgypt was poor ia respe ect of c-rtain fundamental needs of

the remy and novy metals, elephonss, good iimber and horses.

3

Aui the Plolemies succerded v sotisfying some of their

‘v

req il-,;ii%;??ﬂen@a These were supplied by zhez? most zm ortant
1 t ]

eign dominions and deferdencize. Afem dm« requmd and

8;,5570;"} £
9, Breaste f{‘p ug P. iy
53 1o drgine chariol

reek comrmn
& snen Impored raas

i The v of hoo
f pericd. Inm
L feegr & horse, and b
ine ;mwczé DUrpOse,
soush of Thessaly, where 3 maintained the rule of the local nobles over the
rf papulazng of iz broad plains. Cf F.E. Adcock, The Greck and
Mac edanmn An of War. ﬂ,zrk«s.e} and Los Angeles (1957) PP. 47~48

65 Ol of Gr cek wmfare bejore the
i € was a sign of wealth and birth
horses from foreign parts. But for

AL WW. ?’ armn ftif lenisiic M"e!ztaty and Naval Devel c‘a‘men! { 19?0) P 27Jj
Adcock, op.cit. P .32 :

12, M %.stm;mj}: The Mcmi arzd Ex onorruc Hl.s‘ﬁry of the Hellenistic

- world. Oxﬁ)rd (19067) P304,

of warfare, cavalry was rowherve the dominent arm
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impaorted RCrses. 12 gng from fime i6 time fresh suppiics of
horses caime to Feypi from abroad i from Cyrenaica I3 ons
Svria 16 gnd perhaps from Pulestine 17 gnd in all probabiiits
from Arabia I8 put a grect supply from both Carthuge and
Sicily was of supreme oporliaice, 2 Carthage was rich in
5oses <7 and so was Sicily. Ne doubt Cyrenaica 21 5 famous
horse Lreeding couney and @ province of the Prolemies supplied

i with ive horses she sequined

i Rogivicelf, A Yamge Estale i E i e Thied &
32 PR 1678 CF alse P CalveVenon SRS (257 B

-5
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grvveff. SERHEY PozbE
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0. Rostoveff onecid B 39

AL Oher places rch in horses like Deirdissnics CE P. Gy, 3790 {firsd cessbuey
scy 10, a0ipapbaelaly. [L1Pe0tebedyy ; Liwan homes

were 2o for their spred. OF Aelion, De Xutind Animatgn 112, X1V, I0.

il accovding 19 Hesodog IV 189:

stacapes Tnwovg suretyvivar  waod Avpbov
>

ol “WAAnvEeES pEpafRadi.

21 Rostovizelf. op.cit, P. 396
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After this. hu:oncal background of how and when E, gypt knew

Egypt as they appear in.the papyri. The ﬁrst pamt in this concem .

is about royal horses which occupzed Q specml position -in

22

Prolemaic Egyps. In a very insiruciive papyrus << we read -the

foliawmg 3

"Lysis, keeper of horses wm 0T pﬁ(g}@san{i anngrapheus, to

Pgmsmé {wn of....7) greetmg I lse.sve mcewee:i Som yau er me royal

 horses gagihxols {MnOLS ket by me ai Crocodilopolis in

the Arsinaite nome, in the month.of Tubi of the 295 year, 2000 two-minae -

bundles of hay”.

The document pointed that Lysis is responsible for the

ﬁmﬁzor af hOi’SE'iuL‘ per, acmg::wlaodged dfiiw-*ries of hay for the
royal ho.ses in his chu;ge Itis Jbku that most of the horses in
Egypt were own?d by the Statz and wen bred for the use of the

army. Horses weze pmbabiv not used at all for a:zncultural

wark.. 2% “Cigire Préaux”, 25 :)Ilow ed by others, considered that
horses occupied a sperml pomzon in Polemaic army, at least in -

the 3rd century B.C. Tizerefcre x’he Ptofe.» iies tmpomd ‘horses

52, P, Tebi. 843 (152B.C.).
23. fvid. LL. 11-14.
4. Fa.stovize.ﬂ’ op.cil. P 203

25. Claire Préaux, L’ économie Royale des Lagides. Bnm'lfes (1939) PP,
216ff; Ibrah:m Noshy, E,gypl in the Pto!emaxc Period 3 ( 1966) P. 28

and imported homes, we come 1o deal with homes in Ptolemaic
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Jrom abroad (as it is stated abovi) and bred them as far as

possible in Egypt, and most of the horses were bred for the use of

the army.

There are however some vital points about horses. The first is
whether or not the royal horses were distributed among the
cavalrymen in actual scrvice? The ewrliest known example are six
. 26

fragments of a documen beli.nging 10 one of the later years of

the reign of Philadelohus. 27

The document contains usual
regulations for the maintenance of cavalry korses. But, because
of i fragmentary condition, the papyrus does not throw much
light or give more deiails cn the maintenance of horses. It proves

however, that horses were distributed among cavalrymen.

There are also two other evidences in this respect. The first is a
recieg}zzg issued by a comogrammateus to Diodorus for a
payment simply calizd {mnwv . 29 Diodorus paid on the
30

horse which his military duiies obliged him o keep

I-drachma 3 obols.

28, . Petrie, I 54 (a).

27. The papyri may be assigned either 10 the 31st or 10 the 35ih year of his
reign. Cf. Ibid. note on Col [ 1. 1 P. 138

28. P. Hibeh, 104 (225/224 B.C.).
29. 1bid. L. 5.

30. The horse tax is mentioned buf once under the name of ¢ 8pog
Unnwy  in P. Petrie, 11 39. € (5) 2.
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The second is anotiwr wax called . avuwwy asattesied in @ - R

- documem f the 2nd century B. C n column H3Zisq lz.st of

persons. who are probably X &TOLHOL Anmets “and awn :

very Iarge estates ranging from 320 to 500 amume One of them .

is a Macedonian,. two others belonged to demes presumabbz at
Alexandria. The Lwn €T pay the avinnl agthe payment for
-~ this impost was in wheat.,

me these ~documents we find _the w’ﬂence cof
speczai paymf,nm qﬁﬁpug Urnnwvin silver, another paymem

v a,‘n;m vg - paid Jl wheaot, both v;ﬂaymenf& made in respeei

of horses. ”M'ximﬁsr” 3 comzdersaf cw mmfam be a tax for
_hqumg no i’ofse This view is rejected by “Wilcken" 34 because

in coie case a5 thui\&am(‘f person pays boih for cpépos Y nww

and v mm asg. themfore he argued concewably that a

clerich, who was reqwred o keﬂp a !some should be subject to |

a tax @6;}0@; i mwv ‘to be paid in mofiey, {md m ca.ses of
neglect should be jon:'ed 1o pay both, the tax pbpos Unnwy and
a jme vinnl ag be pazd in kmd for not obserwng this duty.

IIF ziﬁeb_ti 59 (abows 148 B.C.). )

52. Ibid. LL 4580,

33, P. Petrie, If 3 (&) £ 130,

34. Ulncix W"iclcen, Gnecimt:he Ostraka, Berlin ( 1899) P 344 and P. 37&

35.P. Peme;II 395(8), .
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Wilcken's interpretation makes avionnlaSapply (o the land,
probably depending on the extend of the cavalry’s estate, and
therefore paid in kind. "Revillour”s"% inerpretaiion, avemniag
was a kind of fine imposed on suck military, cleruchs. as were
unable (o ride for avinnias s found with the meaning

T w37
unskilled in horsemanship”.

One would suppose through this dis:.ission that the royal

horses inay have been disiributed among ihe soldiers who had no

horses of their own, therefore the cavelry appareatly paid special

account ©s @ rent designed pehaps to cover ihe State’s
expendifure in connexion with ihe breediry; of horses. A difficulty
with this theory of the lease of horses by the king is the fact that

there #:: not been found any lease, or application for lease of

horses, whick were cenainly the propeity of the Siate. pbpog

{nnwv s auested only in Prolemaic period. 38 May be new . -

material for avunniageill trow fresh light on the meaning of

that irnpos:.

6. Revillows, Revue Egyptologique {1 P. 310 apud. P. Petrie 11, P. 278.!

37. I Plutarch Moralia 100 A:
be el mapenrebeto ph oupl{ELY GUOUGOV
7 : »
Bvia pnd’ Gvayuyveorewy bypbppatov pnd

LanedeLy Avimmiov.

38. Cf. Preisigke, Worter Buch. I, Abe. 1L sub. @ bpog.

g
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Thene is ano:her pomt 0 be decxded whzch wa’l help to prove
that wase.s for cavabymen were the property of the State ina
papyrus 39 pmvzdmg mformanan about the dearh of cermm
cavalry soldzem, and directing that possession. of: their holdings
shauld be resumed b, the government. It reads:

“ Ta Nikanor. The cavalry soldiers bclaw-wrzﬂm have die d, therefore 1ake
back their holdings for the State”. 40 | o

t” may zllmrram mw facé Jt td&s us that a

Anuzher doc, um en
cleruch .is found bequea !zmg horse in his will 1o his son.
Another i 9@*14:71@111642 » Of the Roman penod, of a cavalryman,
being sivicken with a smous illness, drafis his last will and
testament, nammg his heirs to ali his properity in equal shares.
Afm the naming of the heirs comes his property. Part of his .
money is stated to bein caxh, while the remamdea is out on loan
o vanazas persons. . His personial and household eﬁ"e('ts are
Aikewise, mh@ﬂied. Ailsa the hom‘e is amted 10 be mizented by his

~ heirs. 49

39. P Hibeh, 81 (238/337 B.C).

40 Ibid. LL. 5-6. .
ol Unoyeypapp[€lvor Lxmug tet[e]hevifinaoy,

tvbnope obv auﬂbv [Toﬁjg HATPOU etg 2]
Baowtkindv,

41 P. Petrie,1. XI. 10 (3rd B.C.).
42. P. Columbia, 188 (A.D. 320).

43. Ibid. L. 16
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These documents might have amwered an important question.

Did the cavabywldwr own his horse or not? In order to answer
such a quewon, we can say that the netum ‘of “AWpou (o the
State at their owner’s death was the usual course al the third
century B.C. B in the second cemwy it became customary for
the cleruchic holding to pass from father 10 son. According to this
fact we can say that for the cavalryman the State allowsthe son his
faiher's horse, If he registershimself in active service. So sons of

c!wmdb wmmom‘v received u‘sezr jmﬁgrs M:udmg But this does

aohier as "Sevan” 44 considered i, since even :Ei:: the later penod

a cleruch’s rights of ownership were By o mmeans complele. 45
é .

Some other papyri, being almost entirely business documems‘,
enable us to form some ilce of the great maintendnce and care
given 10 horses. In vae document, 6 Apoliomos, an employee
whb had charge of e siables in Alexandria, begs Zenon 10 send
hin: some hay for the horses, as his stock is almost finished and it
is difficuls to buy any in Alexandria, otherwise the horses will fall

il

44. E. Bevan, A History of Egupt unaer the Piolemaic Dynasty. London
(1927) P. 174.

45. Cf. P. Tebt. 1. PP. 555-6.

46. Edgar, Zenon Papyri,21 (257 B. ).

'
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In ‘fdrié}her document 47’we read an account¥8 of baﬂgy' for .
the hames 9 The horses had two feeds a day 860 8 e:tnv oV 50

J_nd the al!owance Jor each meal was thirteen cl:ozmkes per hozse

t the end of the document is a shorr account of money gzvgn fo
'the grooms 1oT¢ lmn on 6MOL for wages. " )

thiad clearcut document 52, ,isa letter from Ptolemazos to_f ,

7enm mfcmnmg him of the settlement made by Phanws the'k> oy
,;mmmatem with the cavalrymen It appeurs from the document

iha‘ ‘the cavalzymen were obliged to mamtam horses, I)ut the

gra zmaxew finding some lacking in their number or qualtty,f o

ied én assurance for the ﬁztzm, 0 1ake best ’ca‘e for horses.' e

s

'hus'he has Izbemted their crops, ,zbut made vt iem undertake m

fum 10 presem their }zorses in gom wndian at he i m,spectzon. 53

|
L

| '4"7 P Cdﬁo-Zenon 59376'(::0:«4:‘-'?64)

‘ 4*8 The. accaunt was measured by the avNAWT 12, ovm Wuch the arta b e
mﬂwmedfwry choinikes. Cf. Ibic. fntrod. P. 120. : _

49, In P Cano-Zmon 59710 (not dated) is a.-m:her accaunt af bdr[ey for:
lmryes at Pfidadelphm ’

50 P. Caxro-z’znan 5}3,?6 L 5.
51 Ibid, L. 16.

52P c&mmoh 59502 (ao:dawd)

k | nat let their crops be relmsed from bond uniil_he had
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. . L 54, '
A very instructive papyrus ™ informs us about an account of s
provisions supplied for fifteen horses and ten mules and their
drivers, for two days. It reads: '

bariey; 3 choinikes of fine wheaies bread, 44 kotylae of wine 2 kotylae of oil,
36 choinikes wheaten bread. And for 19 mudes for each 5 choinikes barley, 8
bundles of jodder, m::k&sg» Jor two days 160 bundles of fodder 2 anabae of
barley. And for ten drivers al 2 choen of wheaten bread a day, for iwo days 40
choen, and for expenses, for each, 1 obolin capper.... " 5

From _ﬁ:!:; d@cummé we ﬁszd that ihe provision supplied per
day for a horse consists of judder bailey, fine and wheaten bread.
The cure of the horse includes wine and oil. An analysis of such
accouni prove that, horses’ provision depends principally on
cereals. n view of the high price of wheat and céréals, 36 grazing
was less expensive than cereal culture, therefore breeding horses
was very expensive and it was a sign of wealth to keep a horse. In
fact it seems also that the yaiure of horses” food is of special kind

in order 1o raise very powerful horses needed for war especially

54. P. Cairo-Zenon 51 {not dated).
55. Ibid. LL. 1-15. ‘ i
56. See lists of prices of wheal per artaba in A.C. Johnson, Roman Egypt

Hopkins (1936) PP. 310-11, cost of barley per citaba op.cit. P. 312, Prices of
wine op.cii. PP. 314-315, of bread op.cit. P. 316
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during the Ptolemaic - period rather than other domesacated

animals. In another interesting document - 37 we have 3.receipts

of veterans for the keep af horses, drivers and grooms.

The ﬁrst recetpt 58 ‘accounts far the feedmg of 35 horses, one.

of them sick and meated specially, ;2 charioteers.and 13 grooms in
charge of 5 caris with 5 horses-each and 3 carriages with 3 each,

the sick’ konse was embrocated ‘with the lotion of oil and wine.

The ¢k srioteers ge.! a choenix of fine wheat mu:e inlo bread daily. -

The graoms get rough bread and no wine. The next receips: 139 is

incomplete. The allowances (0 the men are the same as the ﬁrst =

one, but ihe number of horses and men is not the same, may be
accordmg so its fragmentary condition. The third text, 90 gives
 the accowr, for horses fodder i in ail 35 horses, for each 8 bundles
of j@dd@r pemday, fiap arrangemen! uf carts is not responding wzth

the firstreceipl.

Cermiﬁ poirits can be notice:’ from this document. Frist, the.

recexpzs ars af a w:remn for: the keep of horses, drivers and grooms
employed ' i t}w service of the steward Asklepiades. .- These

rewzpts are for wp Ay in kmd for feedmg af horses and men which .

'$7. P. Petrie I1. 25_(}'{ear 21 of the 3rd Ptalemy 226 B.L. ). _
58. Ibid. (a) F. 86 LL. I-14.
59. Ibid. (b) F. 82. LL. 121

60. Ibid. (c) F. 81
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accomnpanied. -Second, . the grooms were & lower class and got
poorer fare than the drivers, rough bred and half the amount of
oil without any wine. Third, the carts wilh five horses, ‘as the
publisher expected 61 , are for canying heavy loads which implies
good roads or less cane! traffic. Perhaps these carts were used 10
bring the pmduée in kind, which formed a large part of taxes to
Plolemais at the harbour. Fourth, a sick horse needs special
sreatment 1o be bathed and ha:.ag blood let and for embrocating,
needs winé and oil, for singeing kiid oil If the sick horse does not
secover, it may be branded 52 i unfortunately not a single

payment in money is given, he whole paynient is in kind.

Another document @ informs us that a. citizen had been
released from the z)biz’ge:ziiws'ef provicing hay and pasture for the
cavalry by un order fron: Apolionios the dioiketes, but after he
died, the burden was imposed agein upon his son, who in this
document, asks for a new exeniption. This document leads us fo
think that, the maintenance of cavally was imposeed as a liturgy
and these were issuwed by tae State. Morgoverg may be the
natives too were obliged into the royal service as providing hay
and pasture for cavalry, this responsibility wasl k@favy, that the

man responsible for the duiy tried hard [o escape this obligation.

61. Ibid. P. 72.
62. Cf 1bid (a)n. on L. 13.

63. P. Cairo-Zenon 59341 (247 B.C.).

7
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61
All these documeriis afford another great proof that horses
were well cared for, and there was a famous breed in Egypt. But

great axpend:tures were needed in connexion with the breedmg of

horses. So that we can say that the only important gmup of Ihe _

inhabitanis of ngpt wzllmg and able 10 have horses, were iis new
masters and rulers, the kmg ¢4 kis court, the higher oﬁ'icmls and
pgrhaps the officers and soldiers of the army.

This poir: of view reminds us of the r.an wh:o held importans
offices under Ptolemy 11, the best known to us is Apollonios the
dioikeies. while the papyri contgin some inieresting details to the

pablic activities of 4}7@!!@:*;03, they tell us still morse about his

'pﬁ'vate affairs: Horses were well cared in his estate ar

Mer is 5% and Philadelphia. 65 But the evidence is so scanty,
that . dcea noi permit ‘us to say if breeding of horses in
Apoilomas ests te was a private ﬁﬁazr or u State actmty In any
way, Apollonios as an administrator ind a ‘man of business
knowing that horses are.ver; important for a profitable trade, and

military service gave great care for iheir breeding.

64. P. Lazm-?wwn 59292 l’z‘i} B.C.); *'9576 {not wted) 2SI 527 (not
dated), ;

65 P Cmm-.?’enm 59292 {250 BC), 59710 (nox’ dated) Cf. a!.so P.

Cairo-Zenon 59689 (257-6 B.C.} An account of hay and com supplied 0 the

horses who accompanied Apollonios and Zenon on part of the sour of year 28.
The place is not stated in ihe dosamnent; Cf al&a Zaki Al Papymiogy (1983)

- P.362.




Of interest 100, knowing x‘}ur 7 oubzm, 05 x}w ch;efmm of
Transjordania, sends the king Fiolemy {1 an offering of rare
animals for his collection. 67 The document © informs us
about a leiter from Toubias 1o Apollonios, he announces that he
has sens from Ammonite country 10 the king a gift consisting of
iwo horses ¥ 69 and si young hoirses 70 ai of themn domesticatéd
cotta & totlv. tivaca 71 The party had taken about 36

, . . : T2
days 10 fravel from ihe land of Am onie (0 Alexaruiria. 72

Horses for riding and ranspori a7 mentioned occasionally. In

o docienent 7o we read shout u journey staried from Alexandria

¢ horses, bud she itinerary i not cleas, e document also

provides details of the occount of money spent on fodder for

aorees. Another document 74 informs us about @ jowrney from

G About more dei i3 ] ;’uzzmm &f. Bevan, op.cit. P. 73.

oF The king was @ rredi w:’f«a.wr G sprange anmals Cf. Diod., {Il. 36;
Theoer., 1, 67-68,

8. F. Cairo-Zenon 59075 (257 B.C.3.
¢, fhid, L. 3.

70, hid. L. €

71 i, L. 5.

72. Cf Ibid. n. L. 16.

23, P. Cairo-Zenon 59542 (257 B.C.5.

74, PS4 543 Gnd e B.C).

#1

d
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Pelusium 10 Alesandria. We hear of another joumey 75 | using
horses 1o mVeIﬁrm the Jmad 0fA1mnom£em lexandria. From.
» dmdmewwemnsaymm —mgm«dﬂw notables
mvelﬁedmezzmcﬁmimg camiages armzimsemm bwhwm
were very seldosm used for heavy fransport.

I  fragmentasy document”© there ane inienesting references
10 ihe pwchase of good horses peatiovg Tmmoug 77,,
for the tuining of clever boys in she gymmasiues 28 This
document infiarsous us that hosses were mdjwmngdwmgxﬁe
andemaw mw? perhaps e ol &b TCD YUy aciou
gm.wd ngm SPVE habitually. For hosse-racing was evidensly
welepod by the Mucedonian covalry of she Prolemics. 7 The
byppodom:2 ag Alecandria, wihich "Dio Chiysosiom”™ calls the
et ™0 tad probably beon buls wsder the Plolemies. 81

T T Fomon 9075 (BT BC).
76, Caivg-Zessa 9586 (at daied)
77. diid L4
78. ibid. LL. 7-8

79. Johwmus ap.clf, P. S9L

ko, XKAU 74,

8L Thet is, if 8 is the so-calied “Lageion MWMAMM& »
Une influesce alesandring sur Past sugusteen? Le Logeion o i Llrrvis
Rcucinmus® Rev. Anch. 37 (3951) PP 246
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Trade in horses is seldormn recorded. In P, Coivo-Zenon 59393
(not dated) a certain Apollonios of humbler siation writes io
Zenon from Kerke abowt selling a horse, 82 he informs him that
he has been approached by a purchaser of the big horse, but he
cannol bargain about the price unless he hears from Zenon how
much he is asking for it. Unforiunately the price of the big horse

'is not stated. In another lester 55

o Zenon the price mentioned
for buying a horse is 800 drachmae. 54 This price seems 10 be
surprisingly high. Another documr ens 85 of the first century A.D.
infonns Cus that a cavalryman  has purchased o black
Cappadocian horse from a centurion of the 22nd legion for 2,700
Augusion drachmae, the horse s trained to eat and drink ard is

86 seems also

in all respects a horse for drawing carts. This price
to be high. In a contract, 87 4 sale of two mares for apparently
440 drachmae. A complete analysis of the price of a horse is
difficult, because there is varies in amount, but this simply leads

LS f0 think that a howse’s price depends on it age, sex. seneral

B2 Wilckern Chrest, 357 (2nd C.B.C.} another document about selling a
horse, the price i not stated

83. P. Cairo-Zenon 59093 (257 B.C. ).

4. Ibid. 1. 4.

85. PS5 729 (A.0. 77).

86. See lists of prices of horses in Johrson, op.cit. P, 232,

87. . Fay. 301 (A.D, 167).

»i
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condition and use, anywhere from 800 io 2,700 drachmae ( taking - |

into consideration the difference between the silver drachma. of
the 3rd century B.C. and thax of the Ist century A.D.). The lowest

of those pnces represen&s? 72 dmchmaea for a mare. The

available prices of horses in Egyp.t during the third century B.C.

show that the gverage price of a good and trained korse was
about 800 drachmae. '

One other interesting item of evidence rvemains io be

89

mentioned. In P. Peirie 3577, is a register of cavalry horses. It is

remarkble that the document contains description of horses, a

~ horse bgams? dark dapp]ed 90 another is a bay ‘mare with a white

star, 71 a third horse that has shed his first pa.rr of teeih 92 that is
a two-yeais old 93 These two fragmenis, inform. us xhaz there
are official returns nf the horses certainly possessed by the

wercenaries responsible to the State. It pomts also 1o sorme

arrangemsent for seciwring the breeding of horses in Egypf

88, P.5.1 1031 (A.D. 134).
89. P. Pet!ie 35 (between 244 and 240 B.C.).
90. Iid. Col. 1. L. 9~ WEAGVOOT QAR LOOAY .
91 Ibid. Col. 1. L. 16 @ORLOV.
92. Ibid. Col. 1.L.9 ~ "PwTEB ohov.

93, Ibid. P. 116
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®

Whas & insieresting in some documents is 10 find a settlement
of cavalrymen at Boubasios in the Delta natoiuwy {nnwv. . )
. ¢ . '
el¢ Bouphotov 7 4 Another seulement is 10 be found az
§

Bacchias,

Of interest 100, knowing that @ certain persors salutes his
broiner and his horse Bassus. %Ancei!mr salutation in a message
of greeiing is sent 0 a horse rmong salulofions 10 various

. o7
DETSOnS. o

Al these documents may imply that the Ptolemies gave great

carg and mainienznce to breed horses, which was a famous

breeding in Egyph  The wuse for howses in batile is vividly

represented from accounis of barley and hay for feeding horses, in

¢ register of cavalry howses, in saxes cccount, military taxes, and in

receipis of veterans for the keep of horses, drivers and grooms.
The horse’s great role was in war especially in Hellenistic times
wrder Alexander 'he greot and his successors. Moreover horses
- played cnother role in riding, bul is seldom mentioned in heavy

transport, axd may be also in racing, bui jor Ptolemaic period the

04, Edgar . Zenon 9 (257 B.C.). L.L. 7,9.
98. P. Caire-Zenon 59350 (244 B.C) L. 2
96, Papyri from Karanis 82 {4.10. 133) L. 12. 5

97. P. Quy 1772 {late 31d C.); CF also Q. Keller, Antike Tierwell| I Leipzig
{1809} PP. 756-259.
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gvidence is 50 sca my mzw it does not pefmu any aciual proving as
an important spos 1 during this p«mod. Horse raising must have
been pmﬁtabie unfammazefv no declarations of private
ownership are preserved. The very few in private owiership were
luxury, because it was & Sign of wealih 1o keep a horse according
to its high expenses. Therefore only the imporant inhablicnris of
Egypt willing and able io have horses were ils new masiers and

FULETS.




