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Soheir Zaki Bassiouni

Roman Bgypt had a large number of public festivals and privite
i [ i

celebrations: There were imperial and religious feasts, games and enter-
ainmentst, ‘Imperial festivals were held on the accession of a nev
enperor, birthuays of members of his household, a viciory of the Romun
4rmy or even a visit from a high cszici,:s.imn When news came of the acces-
sion of 1 new emperor, the people in the nrovinces wcn}.-LhrOugk‘s the

ceremony of swearing an oath of allepiance to ihe new ruler, and the date

PR , . . 1)
af his accession wuas considered u holiday every ycar( ‘.

A proclamation from Oxyrhynchos, directs rejoicing and sacrifices for
. . - 43 . " L ] . .
the declaration of Nero as ::x’n,pcmr( ' When Pertinax became emperor, the
prefect issued an edict addressing the Alexandrians and all the people;
“You should in full assembly make sacrifices and prayers on behall of his
lasting emoire and of all his house, and wear garlands for 15 days bcginn-
M & 1‘15\ . ‘
ing from today’™”’.

The employees bad holidays on the occasion of imperial and religious
festivals. There were atmost 20 days of impostant festivals wiich every one

stended. In a contract of weaving apprenticeship, the boy was to have 20
.. ' ’ . . . . - (6
holidays a year on account of fesiivals without any deduction ol wagcs( ),

1h another document 4 woman left her slave girl 1o learn weaving, The girl

was 1o have 18 days of holiday for festivals :a.n!mahy‘ )

Awnong the reguler holidays were those of religious -character. In addi-

tion of the preexisting Egyptian and Greek Cods were adderd nomun
(Jods“s’. [he religious festival lasted for many duys( ),

(1) J. Lindsay, Daily Lifé in Roman Egypt, Lendon, 1963, g. 166; Leisure and Pleasurein
Roman tyypt, L.ondon, 1965, p. 1. '

(2) 4. Lindsay, Daily Life, p. 162 ' ,

(3) N. Lewis, Life in Egypt under Ronun Rule, New York, 1985, p. 89,

(<) [*. OXy, 1021,

(5; P. Giess. 3. 491,

6 PONy. 725

(7). OXy. 1674,

(8) N.Laewis, opoeiv, po 8T,

(V) of. PoQXy., 127y, 2720,
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The suppression of (e Fewish revor wig cominemcrated by gn Ml
feast wt Qxy yrhynchos for over - 2 years'tY, Romun hot idays, anniversyries
ol the unperial house, qid native crocodile cult were celebrated winy local
Graeco Egyniian ceremonjest!

Athictic festivals were pursued only in large townst!'® After Ale xXandria,
Ar'xfir'zoopo;‘is had the most Htiporiantathietie contests, Oxyrhynchos aiso

)
ad atlijere whOW'S{U‘

There is a fair amount of scatiered evidenice as g the amuseniangg and
festivals of the 0nle of Egypi during the Roman L ociod. The theaire was
ong ol he Peaces of enterry unment, Oy ¢ Adixandria, we find few
relerences of u‘le atres 1 the other ¢itjes Srametropoleis. However they ¥ Cera
tarndy existeg' "/, L The sites of thratres gl Cxyrhynchos and Annnunpb.n
have been foynef

AMusements WETD ot C(.Hzﬁﬂed 1O the cities, the auihiorities of villages
sLem oo have realized the importance of Providing o ic\.rcmaun“ox the
inhabitants,

P
Inacontract, the presidents HDOoTa T of the village of Souis
iedge - thar they had engnged Coare
of & company o Fiute plavers and mus 5i¢

ackigy sen of B am‘mmmon head

for the inhabitants

of the aforeru viliuge Jor five Jeast-doystt )
fe ) o

srenine villagers were able 1o have pecformers from the setrepolis for
privaie enlertainmeny, “ro Is
the village of Thewdelphin. |
1

Lotastanct dancer, fron Artemisia, of

10 tire you with two other castanet
(18)

dancers 1o Beliorm ai iy nouse oy Six Cays

RS

Famnily oceusions were aiso¢
HEC, coronations ;o EXLININGUONG wers gy sed a8 oceusiony for fes: tivity,

chrated, Birihd, S8, ivacringes, comings of

(10} Linds: ay, Duily Life, P63 G Milne, A History of Egvpt under Noman Rule, 3rd eq.
Londun, 1024 B 267,

(1) BGU. 36,

(12) Lindsay, Dmlv Lite, pp. LOG-161; Mitne, Oy, it

(13} PSI, 199: p. DXy, 705

(14) ludmy, Leisure and P feasure, p. 235,

(13) Milne, op. cit., p. 204,

(16) Ibid. pp. 264- 5

(17) Select Pap. 23,

{18) Sclect Pape, 20, fo; other contracts ¢f. M. Yandoni. Fege oubhc he ¢ privie {(Nos.
[4-23).

D, I68
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We have many private invitations belonuing (o ine Roman period. | did
not find any invitations from Prolemaie cgypl, but there were invitationy
through private letters . The invitation is a slip of papyrus lrom about
26 e, to 9.5 cn, in leagth, and from wbout 2.7 em. 1o 12 cm. in widih.

] have gathered Roman invitations from different coections of Papyri.
{n this study { am going to discuss 22 invitations divided into 7 divisions.

The first division deals with the dinner parties, and includes the follow-

ing b levitalions:
©.0. . V16 (2 nd cenl. AL

. 2

CChseremon requests your company for dinner  9€ ETVTI0G L 4 the
iable of the Lord Sarapiz in the Serapeum, LOmorrow the 15th, at 9
Oclock’.

This is a [ormal invitadon by sonieone inviting s0meone else to dine with

Lim oon ae occosion, Chaeremen had inviled a person whose name is not
(20}
b

mentioned. The hour was the ninth - about 3 Q'cloek in the afternoon
and the day was the following day. Dinner was w take place at Ut
Serupeum. it was a favourite place for parties, which Were thus given &
wse of ine beloved God's participation® 2 we know

religions linge, & ¢
that people in Romun Egypt hiud been accustomed 1o make Sarapis their
(o gine at 1. table of the Lord

i

companion at feasts. And the phrase
Sarapis'' probably meuns, with the spimpof the Lord presiding over the
celebraticn. Devotees of Sarupis the Lord would fec! his presence at thelr

yathering 2 This reminds us of the members of Isis community, who
were in the habit of being invited to dmner in the temp ple of 151»03)
Poiday. 523 (Cad Centl):
0 (24},
Astonius Prolemenust” iy u 5 ¥ 0. 10 y dinner it the table of the Lord
Sarupis £1¢ wAE : VIV oUW ;w') mpmz vhog in

the howuse of (lmm 45 Sarapion, on thy 16th ar 9 O clock”

(19) ClLUPZ 66 (154 B.Ca
(20) P. Oay. 5240l 4
2

{21 -Lindsay, Leisure, p. 4%,

(22) Lindsay, Daily Life. p. B4

(23) ibid. p. 150,

(24)  “Antonius Prolemaens’” 15 the fofrect namme and not Aniunius con of Plolemacus”

svomust be o ihe

asesthe editor wrote, 1L was inwuireciy completed. Piolenac
VLSS EEST oy iy a Roma
gt the Foman
”;s‘c,‘ oinesnrabica of the e

nominative instead of the grnitive L Polernasus 152

Macedonian, So, this
naan s of the new Romm, FE
Evideace of Egypt (HASE L. 1964 op. 476

renshin, A tout e




Cerpivs wind public Buildings were tsed us restaurants for special dinners
and entertainment in this papyrus dinner was to be at the table of Lord
Sarapis too. 1018 clear that Anlonias Pioiemaaus still behieved in Sarapis,

the liellenistic God, although he ha:d hecome o Roman citizen

P, Cay. 17585 (Ind or eusly pd Centl):

e Lo (28
Asion invites you to dine i tag house of Sarapion’ Jatthe table of the

Cord Sarapis on the 13th, from ® O'ciock onwards',

The nost in this invitaton is Apion, & meiropoelitan tving in Oxyrhyn-
chos. We do not know the reason {or this dinner, but it is important (@
mention here the clubs and drinking assoliativas which wers common
ander the Ptoleniies, and were Lable .o be illegal gatherings under the
dissolved in Alexandria, but it

Romanc. These clubs and A850CIATI0 NS Wale
(26)

inve theny unedor controlin the countryside

vs ditficutt o

wouel hour, and on the 6th

day. The nonth was not mentioney, perhafps o adse U

Ddinner wis 1o take piace atine Yih hour, the
i day was oflen the

came or the ollowing day.
P gy, 1485 (2nd or early Srd end )

LN,
£y

YT ¢ onests you to dine at i teimple of

Cihe exeguies
Demeter, woday, wait is the 90 6l the Tehoioe T
(i this inviation the exegeles invites someone for dinner on the samie

Cav. e does prey say o reason for this <linner, pernaps it was {or

celeo. aling nis coronntion for the oifice. The meeting place was the tempie
of Demieler wnd the hour was the 7t It is the only invitation at the 7ih

PARSINY I .

(et ous thien purn 1o the Znd division ol inviiations concerning coroni-

tions, | have two paoyil of this kind:

P 2T (oerly 3nd Centlr
cRudaemon tovites you o Aira owith him at the ayminsium on the
Crowinng "C syt ”I GTE WS o' Bis son Nitus onane tstday,

at the Sth hous”

previous papyiut.
(26) CfL Milne, op. oit

268 Lindsay, Daily Life, p. B350




Cudaemon invites someone Lo dine with him on the ceowning of his son
on his entry upon some civic office, perhaps for being gymuaasiarchos,
because the clebration was 1o take place at the gymuasium, The designee 10
such an office paid the expenses of the office, in whole or in part, out of his
pwn pocket, He bore a traditional title, and was honoured in a ceremony,
4t whicha garland was placed upon his head. S0 it was called a coronation.
After holding one.of those offices.a man retdined for the rest of his life the
honorific designation of being gymsmsiarchos,'cosmclas, eutheniarchos...

et

P.Oay, 320F (Late Frd - enrly Hth)
(28 ¢
“Theprytanis  TRUTEVIC invites you (o his crowning, tomorow,
Tyoi 9, from the 8th hour™,

“This is an invitation from a prytanis for s crowning, on the following
day. The place was noi mentioned, we are-not sure whether this would have
varied according 1o the nature of the office involved; if it did, the prytanis
might have been crowned in the bm_ﬁicuim"%cmm).

{n the fist pa;wr:_.;s;{‘wi the faiheér made the invitation to celebrate his
san’s coronation, but the prytanis in the second papyrus made it for his

“own celebration. 1t is of interest to notice tiat dinner was not memtioned.
But | expeet it was intended, because in the other invitation for crowning it
was mentioned. '

Ot ihe following division of bisihday invitation, we have only dne ex-

amplel

. Ony. 2791 (2nd Centl.):
: N ) I
“Diogenes inviles you Lo dinner for the first birihday®' ¢ Mewroyeveoiey
of his daughter in the Serapeum, LOMOrTow, which is Pachon 16(3!), {rom
the 8th hour onwards®,

(27 N, Lewis, op. cit. p. 46, About civie offices ¢f. A, Jones, The Cities of the Lastern
" Rowman Provinces, Oaford, 1937, pp. 314-37. '
(28) " About the prytanis; of. A Bowman. The Town Councils in Roman Egypt (1971, pp.
61-63. :
(29) P. Oxy. 3202 inirod. ‘
30) P. Oxy. 2147, :
(31) Thereisa gap pefore the number §, s0 the Jay May e 16 ur 26
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itis of interest Lo see Diogenes happy for having a baby girl, and wunted
to make u birthday puarty for her, In the Pm\icn‘mic and Roman periods men
preferred to have boys rather than. girls and we have evidence of people
aeiting rid of a newly born baby ;-;irl(m.

The birthday party would inciede dinner. We do not know 'what the
banquet would consist of. But we have more than one papyrus, where a
father wrote to somneone asking to. bring fish for a birthday feast®®. 11 also
seems that poultry was a favourite for such banquets(m.

The following division of invitations concerns an unknown cccasion. We
have only one example:

Y. Guy. 747 (Late 2nd or 3rd Centl):

/ g - u . o
“The decadarchoes , ?L‘ xatapyog invites you to his party
g Tty EeviaVv EGUTOU on the 6th day before the Caleuds
o 7 58y e ??
xaravha s g at 8 O'clock”,

The present invitation 1s {rom the decadarchos, re does not mention the
purpose of the party, nor the place. It is not a coronation party, as he does
ol hold a civic office, he is a cavalry officer. 11 is pot also a dinner
imeeting, Fecause he does not mention dinner in the invitation,

It iz important to notice that this invilation is the only one in which the
Roman Calender is used, due to the military pusition of the entertainer®),

The following Jlivision concerns the coming of age. We have only one
example:

PO Oxy. 1424 220d or early 3rd Centl):

“Apuoilenius requests vou 1o dine at the table of the Lord Sarapis on the
occasion of the approaching coming of age (e ARORCUD i v of his
brothers at the iumple of Thoeris®.

The invitation begins with the name of the entertainer Apollonius, who
requested an unknown guest to dine on the cecasion of the coming of age
of his brothers abe ;\q)ézv . The last sentence caused some

{32) Select Pap. 105 (3 B.C.).

(33) Pl Fay. 114,

(34) P. Fay. 119. :

(35) We know that ail writings of the army were in Latin, and it seems that they had 1o
use the Roman Calendar.
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difficulty. The editor™ suggests that the brothers were 4bout 10 be
(35")

'

&‘.wﬁ(‘otm)or ceased 1o be a«pn?\gxa

The party would be at the temple of Thogris. So the entertainers and
thelr guests would szthr:.prcsenw of the spirit of Goddess at their
celebration, The host 1..d not fixed the day nor the hour of the festival.

TFhe m:"ﬂ dmsxﬁn is rbout invitations made t“m ml«.bml.ng an.examing-

2
19N E;’MRP‘ oV . We have 3 examples:

B, (}w. F26 ('&r!j ﬂ»m »

“Heratheon invites you o dine with him, on ﬁhg oceasion of his ex-

amination, at his house; tomorrow, the 5th, at the 9th hour”.
On the verso we read: “*To Chaeremon son of Helasios’,

When u metropaiiie boy approached his fourieenth birthday, his parents
submitted: & formal application for ns examination, with a view to his
enrolement in the registry of their class® 3 n Oxyrbynchos for example, it
wgs customary o demonstrate the membership in the gymnasial elite by
svey male “acesior, muiernal as well as paternal, all the way back?, This

mnmmmmn is m verify e status of a%w. boy before being liable zo the

tax Mk m{gam;; ia

1t is of interest 10 notice that Uh oy going 10 -be “Mmmtd issued this
invitation ia bis pame and not bis father’s or brother's 2 Hw: pl&cc of the
corernony was the boy's house.

Vsually invitations ware delivered by hand and bore no ad cilccsm) But
this Invitation s peculiar in having upon the back what seems to be an ad-
dress, which Pormer instances had lacked. The address however, isin a
different hand and possibly is not really connerted with the invitation on
TR, L
ihe gamm N

38y €, P Gey. 1484 note L. 4.

7 This medns? artive 3t adoleseonss,

C43%) 1 noennst ab dve ngeoof iS5,

G 5 POxy. 257 Iatred.; £, Oxy. 1432,

w0y N Lewls, op. ¢t p. 43,

M) P Oxy. 928 inted, S

{3 Wean consiler ¥ w way of honcuting the boy by keiing him write the invitation,
Jast as vhe birthday lnvitations of sowadays, which children write themselves. ’

) N, Lewls, op. it pp. SO31,

Ay L2, Dxy. 926 introd,
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POy, 2792 3rd Centl):

. . . R . . B # Al F s
“Horlon inviies you o the exuimination of his SONESC TNV €ENIXRPL Oy v
Touv vioo on the I5th al his own huuse from the 8th hour onwards®’

tois o lidde ship written in e rdance with the usual style of invitations,
1t seems evident that on the cccasion of an examination there were private
celebrations. [u this example the host is the father of the boy. The festival
would take place in a private house as the former party. it would be on the
{5th day at the 8th hour.

¥, Cxy. 3501 (3rd-ath Cent.): i

LRI

Sy a.is invites vou 10 the examination of his son, you and your wife |
< £y .

(m MH. 1o L»Vﬁ gouv o e 900 hour, Mesore |5,

It is the only example where 4 wife was invited with her husband. Dinner
was not mentioned, and the place of cevemony was neglected,

All the previous invitations were writien by men: o father, a brother, an
official, a “awﬁw officer,.. eic. 1n the fo ollowing division concerning wed-
ding YW,LO ¢ . we meet inviiations written by women also who
were always mothers. This division is about weddings. We have several
examples in a varicty of papyr collections.

VoFand, 7 nd a:

“Agathos invites you 10 dine o0 the occasion of his da ighter’s wedding,
[mnorrmv, in the i6th, at 8 C'clock, at the house of Aystarchos, where..

EN ]

lives

This iy an invitation for a wedding ceremony. The father issued it 16
celebrate his daughler's marciage. The cermany would take place at the
house of Xystarchos, which perhaps was a ploce for entertainment like the
hiouse of Clauduis Sarapion or was the hense of the bridegroom’s family. ’
But it seems that the place was not weli-kno wi, and the hiost was tryuu, s}
explain it’s location.

P. Oxy. 524 (2nd Cent.):

“Dionysius invites wnu 10 dinner on the xm ASI0nN u[ the marriage of his
g

3

children ¢, « omh TARGUE TV Tvamv EQVT oD at the
house of Ischyrion, tomorrow, the 30th a9 O’clock”

In this invitation Dionysius invites someone (o the marriage of his
children. Perhaps that means brother and sister marriage. We know of
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brother and sister mairiage s far back as the eleventh dyxm..ly in the

but not common out of it, From this umc it became usual for commoner
husbands to call their wives “sxsu:r“(4 ) i 278-7 B.C. Ptolemy the second
m; amc:d his full sister Arsinoe, hencefcrth she was known' as Arsinoe
Philadelphus O7 Theocritus likened their relations to those of the-Gods
i{"f:m nd Hera®®, . Much later Pausanus commented: This Ptolemy fell in
love with Arsince his full sister and married her, violating Macedonian

stom but foilowing the custom of the Egyptians whom he ruled ©9) The
”*nh mies followed this Egyptian custom; and of the next kings, seven
married their sxsters(ﬂ". ' '

people in Egypt before the Roman period. During the Roman rule, this
marriage was c‘mr through many examnles in the pdpk’i’l{ Y The evidence
cofn appears in invitations, marriage and dwirc coniracts. It comc_s also
primarily from hOusc-hold census returnst D in the usual census returns,
brother and sister marriage account for 15 (o 21 per-cent of all ongoing
qmmkxges(m.
The wedding would be at the house of Lszhyrion, which seems 10 be a

public place for entertainment. The party would be on the following day at
the usmf hour, the 9th.

. Fay. 132 (3ed a’_‘em')'

““Isidorus invites )Ou LG dmc: with him on the mm‘;mn of his daug,htcr S
"\’7'(“Li(j\[]f’ € ! ( "{'Oug {L«L'OU( Gvafg’fpoc Q_UTC\U d[th}@
house of Inus the ccnmnou C ewar Covr Cu{) YOv »at 9 O’clock™.

Itis probable that the house of Titus was either a house for celebration
or the house of llu. bride uroom S f‘mny.

(43) K. Hopkins, Op cit. p. 311,

Phuraonic times in about 2000 B.C.%% 11 was frequent in the oyal family

We have only few evidence of brother and SiSled marriages anmong commaon:

(46)
(47
(43)
(49)

(50)
{51
(52)

1. Ccrny. Consanwumcous Marriages in Pi.dmumg gy ,»z (JEA. 40, 1954), pp. 23 1.
OGIS;
Idyls, 17 128 fr.

Paasuuas Dc.su;pli()n of Greece, 1,17, But Kornemann thought the LUS(UHI of
persian origin, Cf. E. Kornemann, l)sc (u.,sc,lmmuw,hﬂ in Altertum (Mmulung,z.n

“der schleischen Gesellschaft fir Volkskunde 24,1923), pp. 17.((,

Cf. Hopkins, op. cit. p. 312.
N. Lewis, op. ¢it. p. 43; '
CLoM. Homhcrl and C, 1*rr..xuv. Re Lh(.iLhLS sur le rucnscmunl duns Egyptero- -

‘maine, (Papyrologica Lugdono- Batava's, Leiden, 1952y,

K. Hopkins, Brother- Sister marriage in Romau Lgy pt, (Comparative sstudies in

Society and History, 22, 1980, p, 304, ™

ST, "
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o Oxy. 11 (3rd Centl):

“Herals requests you 1o dine in the wedding of her children €l

r > P
YOOV céxywy cuigal her house, LOMOrrow, the 5th, at 9 C’clock™.

Herais invites somebody 1o the wedding of hier children. The invitation
zives us the place of celebration, it is the house of their mother. An in-
r=resting feature of this invitation is that the mother is ithe entertainer. We
nave et with many invitations written by men, and this is the first invita-
don, which we find 10 be wrilten by a womi... Perhaps it is due to the
absence of the father and of an elder brother.

. Oxy. 927 (3rd Cuont.):

_ . . ’j
“Fros invites you 10 a wedding, tomorrow augiov , the 29th,
at the 9th hour™. ‘

another formal invitation to a wedding. Though there is no mention of
dinner, no deubt a feastin celehration of the wedding is to be understood.
11 would be on the following day as most invitations are, and at the same
time, the 9th hour. It does not reves! who the couple to get married are, or
where the celebration would be.

£, Oxy. 1579 (3rd Cent.):

e ~
“Thermouthis invites you xaietr oe Coppovbig te dine

with her at the wedding of her duughter in hey house, the [8th, from...
hour’’. ‘

ta this and in similar cases of marriage invitations we notice that women
could write invitations instead of men. This papyrus contains the unpor-
tant features of invitations: dinner, the place of ceremony, which here is
the house of the mother, the day and the hour, which is lost.

P. Oxy. 1580 (3rd Ceni.):

“Theon invites you to the marriage of his brother, tomorrow, from the
o ) :
gth hour onwards %o wpac¢ M-

It is the first time to meet Q@ person celebrating the marriage of his
brother. We do nct know the place of the ceremony, perhaps it was the
house of Theon. However, they would celebrate the wedding on the
following day at the 8th hour.

P, Oxy. 2678 (3rd Cent.):

bl

. .
“Dioscorous invites you epwie ot ALooxopoug to dine

w .
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41 the wedding of her son on thc lath of ML:.U: in the temiple of Sabazius
{~om the 91}1 hour. Farewelldy g U’EUXE: Y ' ‘

‘This invitation Imd been written by Dioscorous to celebrate the ll‘ldfﬂd},t_
of hies son. 1t would be'in the temple of Sabazius®, Tempies were usually
favourite places for cciebrauons I‘hls is 1hc oniy invitation, where we (md
the wmd farewell”. '
P Oxy. 1486 (4th Cent.):

: v < . ! .
i . : . - P N
“*Xenicos also called P«:hus'b‘” v XQ ¢ 0 nai lleArog

to his wedding... today, Pharmouthi 22, at the 8th hour’’

invites you

ere the entertainer is the bridegroom himself. The wedding would be.at
ihe same day of the invitation. The place of the ceremony is not mentioned,
parhaps it is his house.

The way the name is written is new, though it is weil known in other
documents, but it is the first time we encounter such a style in the invita-
110Ns. -

B Oay. 1487 (4th Cent.):
’ s N g ‘ e

**Theon son of Horigenes Gowv viIo¢ LIYLCYOUC o inviles
you to the wedding of his sister tomorrow, which is Tybi 9, at the 8th
hour®’ o

is this invitation Theon invites someone to the marriage ol his sister. It
wonld take place on Tybi 9 at the 8th hour. The host did not mention din-
ner, nor the place of the ceremony. ' ' ‘

We have also two letlers where the senders wrote to some people inviting
them to festivals. They are normai iulcrs with different styics from-invita-

tions.

The firstis a a letter from Dldymos who wrote to lus friend Apollonios at
Bacchias, “chase acc.on*pdny Ailourion, who conveys this letter ta you, in
Qrdur to buy for us younsg. pxgeons for the celcbmuon You are invited to

wme down and feast'with us. 1 you do, you wilt have laid up a greal store
of urkmu.de at my ha,nd:, Greet all your hous:.ho!d( ) :

s a letter when. th:. sender invites Apollonios to feast wuh him. It

(54) Presumably in Oxyrhyncl‘ms a'nd not previously knc)wn {cf. P.Oxy. 2678 introd:).
(55) B.G.U. 596 (86 A.D.). : ' ‘
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secins that the feast wus a private one. In such feasts we can expect the
presence of musicians, dancers, actors and Homeric reciters to perform(sm:

‘he other letter is written as follows, "‘Greetings my dear Serenia, from
Pete s, Besure, dear, Lo come up on the 20th for brithday festival of the
God, und let me know, whether you are coming by boat or on donkey, so

that we may send for you. Take care not to forget, dear. I pray for your
]
1

asting heai{i'z.”‘{j?)«

This fetter was written by Petosiris who invii.d Serenia 10 be present in
the birthday festival of the God. It is not a private, but a public feast. We

cannot consider this a formal invitation. This letier and the previous
(38;

one” " are illustraicd here, as they unply the idea of invitation through

their lines. .

After having discussed these 22 invilations we can conclude that the in-
vitation has tire following 6 essential {vaiures:

1- The name of the host.

2- The person invited,

3- Dinner.

4- The occasion of the invitauon,
5- he place of the party.

6- The date,

I we turn to the first point. We find that most of the names were of
men, except in the marriage invitations where we meet women like Herais
and Dioscorous. '

The nawes of the hosts were Greek names as Chaeremon, Eudaemon.
Some of the names were of Egyptian origin as Apion and Herion. They
were all single names except the following: Theon son of Horigenes,
Xenicos also called Pelius, Antonius P’lolcnmcus, It is important 1o notice
that the name “*Aureluis’ which was carried by all the new Roman citizens
after the Constitutio Antoniniana was not mentioned in all the invitations,
although some of them were dated to the 3rd cent. and the late 3rd to the
4th cent. That was -because all invitations were made for private
ceremonies, and so it was not necessary 1o use an official name next to
original name as in formal documerits.

(5¢3 Lindsay, Dialy Life, p. 163.
(57) P. Oxy. 112 (Late 3rd or carly 4th Cent.).
(58) B.G.U. 596. .
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The. sc.u)lld point dmls wnm the person ipvited. His pame was’ fever
mentioned, he was always referred 1o as *'you’! exeept in-ehne uwxmmm
where lhe entertainer wrote !'you ‘md your wm*”

“The third pointis aboul_ dinner, which was an important fear - in most
~invitations, Through the 22 invitations 14 mentioned dinnér, . ot which
were on the table of the Lord Sarapis. I e

1‘0 IOurzh poifti dcal; w»&h the occasions of parties. Tii’cy are hére
divided into 7 divisions: Invitations for dinner, for coronation, for ex-
-aminationand coming of age, for celebrating birthday and special pacties
and fur wedding feasts. R - ‘

The mm point concerns the ')la(,e of'the party. On § 0caasx. nsu was in
temples: (the Serapeum, the temple of Demeter, the tempie of Thoms and
Hm,mnp;e of Sabazius}, on one occasion it was in the gymnasium, § occa-
- sions were in private and public houses, and for the rest of invitations the
pldCc was not meationed, ’

~The last pointis the date. The year was never mentioned, the month was

Cwritten in & of the invirations. The month was always known to the person

“invited, bm,ﬁu% the” day fixed was usually ihe same or the following day of
the invitation, 50 there was 1o need 10 wiite the month, The hour was the
8th (two O’clock in the afiernoon) in 9 invitadons, and the 9th (3 O’clock
in the afternoon) in ‘O It was the 7th hour in onby one case and was lost in
another. ‘ ‘

CFromethese ex. ples we getw fabrly good idea about the way invitations
were arranged in Roman Egypt. ' ‘

Now we can draw g picture of what weni on at public and private
festivais,

We should expect the enteriainers 1o begin their preparaiions well beftre
the pariy. We can cite several examplés: Apy
nouncing the dispaich of some ¢lothes an 5 woule
come 'to her brim,mg some things for the fes Hival®?. Korboron wrote 1o
Hericleides the. foliawmg” “fam surprised you did not manage tolet me
‘have what 1 asked ycu to send, especially as § wanted it for a fcmwm(““".

Dldyans wrote (o h:s friend. Apo‘iomus to bUy’ for him wum, p;geons for

ihal Agas

her

,(59)' PP, Oay. l679.
LUy P.-Oxy.. 113,
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Though very keen on {estivals and ceremonies people did not use theni as
an excuse 10 delay their work, Cerdon wrote 1o Horreis: ' For the furture
1ok after the tunic that you spoke oi to me, saying, I will do it aflter the
festival, do it, do not neglect et

There are much evidence in papyri for employing musicians, singers and
dancers to perform in the public and private festivais?™, We should expect
the performance of trumpeters, singers and dancers in marriage and birth-

day parties, but in the coronation ceremonies we should expect the per-

formance of a {luie player, a bard and 3 homeric reciter.

{n o papyrus, we read that the strategos in celel.ating the instaliation of”
a gymnasiarchos, conducted a sacrifice and libations in the gyimnasium

(15

We should expect sacrifices 1o be offered and libations to be poured in-
public festivals. We have a list coniaining objects used for sacrifice to,
Nilus, the river God: a caif, jars of sweet- smelling wine, walers, garlands,
pine cones, cakes, palm branches, reeds, oils, honey and milk 79,

People were expected 1o wear new and beantifud clothes in the festivals.
Through papsi we know that at least certain social events had their correct
dress. A notary wrote 1o his son to inform Timotheus that he must make
his eniry to the session’ in the correct dress, in order to prepare himself
before he is in?, What the occasion was exactly, is not clear, but we know
from the lfetter that they were bidden to go in their cloaks.

From another papyrus we know that the persons atteading the theatre at

LR . . o~ " N - . {.' } H H
Alexandiia were expected to wear white gatments 8 As it is clear that

people ia Roman Egypt used to wear the suitzble clothes for the occasion,

ve should expect them 1o wear their best clothes in ceremonies and
festivals, Women were expecied 10 wear Ui
jewels wiile making their toiletts and arranging their hadr in different
styles. Children were also expected o wear their bright. coloured clothes.

We have a fairly good idea about festivals in the temple of Socnopaiou
Nesos. The priests and their attendants would bring out the images of the
God and parade it pefore the public, thronging the forecourts and the

Y L {79y : .
stegts leading to TRk
(73) P. Oxy. 2{4%.
(74) Select pap. 21, 22,
(715) Select Pap. i, 242,
(76 Set. Pap. ii, 403,
(I P.Oxy. 121
(78)° P. Oxy. 471, _
(795 A. Bowman, Egypt affer the Pharoes, Lap ™ a, 1986, p. 18D,

utiful - coloured dresses and.




S0 in public festivals there would be sacrifices, Hbations, incence, rituals,
nymns of praise, processions, maud images, band of musicians and
parhaps some offerings, cakes and wine.

in private parties, as already mentioned, there was singing, dancing and
epiertainment, but the main part was the dinner, which usually, included
several courses, We expect it to start with the hors d’oeuvres, as lettuces,
saeli-fish and eggs. Then the principal.course which consisted of fis! 1, tlesh,
fowl or of all three, After an interval they would have the dessert, which
inctuded cakes and fraits both fresh and diied. We shouid expect lhf, ne
anied persons 1o have a deink with the dinner or afte. it'*"

Ar the end we can say that the private parties were not very mﬁemu
from what we have nowadays, and the vtvle oi mvu'mons was often
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