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Ships Building in Islamic Egypt in Light of Arabic Papyrus
(21-923 AH/ 641 - 1517 AD)

Ghada Mohammed Hamed Masoud
Faculty of Arts, Mansoura University, Egypt

Abstract: The Arabic papyrus leaves a ray of light on the shipbuilding industry in
Islamic Egypt. After the Arab Islamic conquest, Egypt became a center for the
manufacture of ships for the fleet of the caliphate. The fleet provided the best Egyptian
navigators and workers. The caliphate used Egyptian workers and navigators in the role
of the industry. Orient and Morocco, the Arabicpapyrus pointed out that the ship
industry in Islamic Egypt needed a certain amount of different tools and machines
needed for the manufacture of ships suchas: iron, bitumen, ropes, chains, nails, fleets,
linens and catapults.

The Egyptians were skilled in making their ships and decorations, and had the forms
of animals such as lion, elephant and horse, as they take the forms of birds, or make
them on the forms of fish such as bass, or in the form of marine animals such as Pisces.
The ships in Islamic Egypt were divided into two types, Type 1: Nile ships: They are
either commercial ships for the transport of goods in the Nile, or vessels dedicated to
the celebrations of the creation of the meter column and break the Gulf and the Fatimid
caliphs, and the second type of warships: the fleet ships are made especially for the
invasion of the enemy.

The Arabian papyrus showed that the shipbuilding industry included many sects,
such as: Sharks, carpenters, mandalins, blacksmiths, Psychiatry, vegetarians, thieves,
rope makers and castors, as well as ship builders. The Arabic papyrus also showed some
shipbuilding centers such as: Al-Rawda, Al-qulzam, Alexandria, Rashid, Faramah and

Damietta.

Keywords: Shipbuilding, Arab papyrus, Islamic Egypt, Nile vessels, warships.
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