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Diseases and epidemics through the papyrus Cairo calendar (No.

86637) in Egyptian Museum

Ayat Abd El Aziz Ali Hassib
Curator at The Grand Egyptian Museum
ayathassib86@gmail.com

Abstract: The old Egyptian imagined that there were known days of the year so bad,
and predicted bad things. Some of them were ominous, and those days were fraught
with dangers: they imposed a lot of restrictions on people, they had to be avoided, and
those who violated them were put to death by the plague. Some die if born in these days
by an epidemic or a skin disease, or predict death through a harmful animal such as:
crocodile, bull (hry-k3), or snake. It was necessary for anyone to know the names of the
five days of the dead to stay alive and protect from the disease, there are tortillas Turtl
during these days and are wearing an amulet for protection, including the protection of
the disease (i3dt rnpt), and believed that the Goddess (Skhmet) after the last day in the
year they try to destroy humanity and spread epidemics and diseases. They also
believed that human diseases are caused by two causes: (apparent causes), which are
known as obvious causes, such as fractures and wounds. These diseases are often
treated with medical drugs. (And hidden causes) are diseases that do not know the cause
of them and difficult to cure, and I think it is due to the wrath of the Gods on the human
because of a sin committed, or because of a disease, and these diseases were often
treated by magical spells. These diseases are related to the anger of the Gods in humans
according to the religious beliefs of the ancient Egyptian, and these diseases, which are

mentioned in the papyrus of the Egyptian Museum No. (86637)

r— = a9
Diseasela} L1/ oﬁp (i3dt rnpt), disease | | mﬁ‘% (wh3wr), disease (tmyf)

and the most spells curses to eliminate the disease.

Key words: epidemics, diseases, bubonic plague, rashes, demons of Shkemt, day,

unlucky day.
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