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The role of island of Melos in Greece during the fifth century B.C.

Shorouk Samier Mansour Heikal
Lecturer in History department, Greek and Roman History division
Faculty of Arts — Mansoura University
Dr.Shorouk.heikal@gmail.com

Abstract: Island of Melos was one of the Cycladic islands that the Phoenicians and the
Spartans sought to colonize since early ages, Its nature has a rich volcanic source and
strategic location in the southern Aegean basin, Making it an important industrial and
commercial economic station in the eastern Mediterranean region. In fact, the military
confrontation in the early fifth century B.C. between the Persian and Greek forces in the
so-called Median wars was the beginning of Athenian of Athenian control of the island,
The reason for this was the troops that Melos had provided to support the Spartans in
these wars, It is to us to imagine that it warned the Athenians of the danger to which the
boundaries of their empire could be exposed if such support was repeated in the events
of the Peloponnesian wars that erupted in the second half of the fifth century B.C.,
Especially that the Athens was able during this century to be the center of industrial
commercial base and wide range of commercial lines in the Aegean and the beaches
overlooking it. Thus, the Athenian control of Melos, was an economic characteristic in
one form or another.

Key words: Island of Melos, The Cyclades islands, Median Wars, The Peloponnesian
Wars.
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