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Two brass cups with welcome phrases shaped as tughra formations
(An archaeological, artistic and comparative study)

Ayman Mustafa Edris
Faculty of Archaeology, Fayoum University, Egypt
ame(00@fayoum.edu.eg

Abstract:

Human, generally, needs drinking fluids, without water he cannot survive. There were
many kinds of drinks that the Egyptians were drinking during the Islamic period,
especially in the 13™ (AH) / 19™ (AD) century. Water, cold drinks; called Sharbat and
some other drinks were common in this period. This leads to the need for some utensils;
different in types, uses, shapes, sizes, etc. Drinking cup is one of these types of utensils.

This paper aims to study two metal cups, made of brass and tin-plated from Al-
Ashmunein storehouse in Mallawi town - Minia governorate - Egypt. These two cups
were not previously published; this is the first time they will be studied and published.
This study includes a description of these two cups and analysis of their industry
material, techniques of industry, techniques of decoration and design. The study
highlights the form and content of the inscriptions on these two cups, which include
welcome phrases in the shape of tughra formations. The examples of this type of
inscriptions content, on Islamic applied arts in Egypt, are very few; this increases the
importance of this study. Through some archaeological, historical and cultural evidence,
this study will determine the provenance of these two cups and date them.

Keywords: Cups - Utensils - Design - Inscriptions - Tughra formations - Decorations -
Drinking.
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patterns and motifs”, the Bulletin of the Cleveland Museum of Art 74, No. 1, (1987): 18-19, figs. 21 and
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(5) Wardwell, “Flight of the phoenix™: 22, fig. 27; Yeomans, the art and architecture of Islamic Cairo,
175.

(6) Mackie, “Toward an understanding of Mamluk silks™: 140, fig. 3.
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