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The use of social networking applications via smart phones in the
circulation of the Infodemic and their relationship to moral panic among
Assiut University students
A Sociological Study of COVID-19 Pandemic

Prepared by: Dr. Asmaa Gaber Ali Mahran
Associate Professor, Dept. of Sociology
Faculty of Arts- Assiut University

Abstract

This study sought to provide a sociological analysis of the motivation for the
circulation of the infodemic among the users of social networking applications
from Assiut University students during the latest current global crises, the
(Covid - 19) pandemic, The study answers the following questions :
What are the motives for Circulation infodemic using social networking
applications via smart phones among students of the faculties of arts and
Engineering during the repercussions of the new Covid-19 Pandemic ? In
addition to trying to know the impact of the infodemic on moral panic in
society?
Accordingly, this study belongs to the descriptive analytical research style, and
the social survey method was used by the sample to obtain results that reveal the
reality of using smart phones in the information circulation of the epidemic and
the coverage of social networks for the Corona epidemic, in addition to
comparing the motives for the circulation of information between the students of
the Faculty of Arts and the students of the Faculty of Arts. The College of
Engineering, by a questionnaire consisting of (7) fields, each field included a
number of closed questions. (400) copies of questionnaire were distributed to the
study sample, and were directly collected. The study results have shown that
there are statistically significant differences between the students of both
faculties in the motives for circulating the infodemic, and statistically significant
differences in the student attitudes of both faculties towards the way the news of
COVID-19 are covered on social media.
key words:
Social networks - Smart phones - Infodemic - Moral panic - Assiut University -
University students - Covid-19 Pandemic .
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