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School climate and social support as predictors of bullying
and social anxiety in a sample of secondary stage students

Dr. Ahmed Kamal Abdel Wahab El-Bahnasawy

Associate Professor, Faculty of Arts, Assiut University

Abstract
The current study seeks to validate the administrated instruments in
the study on The Egyptian setting, in addition to investigating differences

attributed to gender (males/females), residence (rural/urban) and

interaction between them on variables of school climate, social support,
bullying and social anxiety among students of secondary stage. It also
examines the predictability of bullying and social anxiety from school

climate and social support. Sample of the study consisted of YYo (Veo
males/y 1+ females; Y A¢ from rural areas/\ Y\ from urban areas) with age
range Yo-Y. (M= 1\v.Y¢; SD= ..4Y¥). Study results show varying

differences attributed to gender (males/females), residence (rural/urban)
and interaction between them on school climate and its sub-dimensions
(positive and negative) and bullying/victimization. In addition, no
significant  differences were detected attributed to gender
(males/females), residence (rural/urban) on social anxiety and social

support. The two dimensions of negative climate (aggression and
victimization) and dimension of social support of close friends predicted

bullying/victimization. Negative climate- as a major dimension of school

climate- and some of its sub-dimensions (victimization, disruptiveness,
teacher apathy), the major dimension of positive climate (peer social
network and normative adjustment in addition to some of social support
dimensions and its importance (social support of close friends,
importance of social support in school, importance of social support for
school mates, importance of social support for parents) predicted social
anxiety and its dimensions.

Keywords: school climate, social support, bullying, social anxiety,
secondary stage students
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