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(A Comparative Study)

Abstract:

The study investigated the big five personality factors in high- and low-achieving students,
and the effect these factors have on scholastic achievement. The study also tackled the
differences between the two genders in the five factors. Two hundred third year students
were randomly selected to participate in the study: high achievers (N = 100) and low
achievers (N = 100), with an age average of 17.53. Costa and McCrae's Five-Factor Inventory
(FF1) as translated by Badr Al-Ansari was used to collect data. It was found that high-
achieving female students outperformed their male counterparts in Neuroticism and
Conscientiousness. No significant differences were found between high-achieving male and
female students in compliance. Low-achieving female students scored higher than their male
counterparts in Neuroticism. However, low-achieving male and female students did not
differ significantly in compliance and Conscientiousness. Significant differences were found
between high- and low-achieving male students in Neuroticism in favor of low-achieving
students; meanwhile they did not differ in compliance. Similarly, low-achieving female
students scored higher than their high-achieving counterparts in Neuroticism. No differences
were found between high- and low-achieving female students in compliance and openness
to experience. Significant differences were found between high- and low-achieving students
in Neuroticism in favor of low-achieving students. Finally, high- and low-achieving students
did not differ in compliance.
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