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PLANNING REQUIREMENTS FOR DEALING
WITH ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE AREAS
IN EGYPT BY APPLYING TO THE SINAI PEN-

INSULA
Abstract:
The world's current tendency is to consider the environmental
dimension as a main driver of urban development by taking
advantage of the available environmental resources and fac—
ing potential environmental risks that impede such develop-
ment, while preserving biodiversity areas such as nature re—
serves, which are characterized by the presence of rare and
distinctive types of plants and animals, as the areas with en—
vironmental sensitivity are of a special nature characterized
by many advantages that can be exploited with the im-
portance of careful handling of its protection in urban devel-
opment.
The Sinai Peninsula is among the environmentally sensitive
areas in Egypt, as it is characterized by the presence of many
natural reserves and different forms of nature, such as the
presence of the highest Egyptian mountain in Saint
Catherine, with the availability of environmental resources
that support the existence of development in various sectors
such as tourism, agriculture and industry.
Hence, the importance of the research becomes clear
through studying the planning bases and standards for deal—
ing with areas with environmental sensitivity and reaching
appropriate guidelines for dealing with the nature of the Sinai
Peninsula as an application; determining the most environ-
mentally sensitive areas in it, and then setting the planning
requirements for development that are compatible with the
importance of these areas and the preservation of the envi-
ronment, biological diversity and the distinctive natural ele-

ments present in it.

Keywords: environmental sensitivity — protection areas -
environmental sensitivity standards — planning requirements—

Sinai Peninsula
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