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The Intense Fear Prayer: Its Nature and Rulings:
A Jurisprudential Study

By Khalid ibn Abdullah Al-Shimrani,
Department of Judicial Studies, College of Judicial Studies
and Regulations, Umm Al-Qura University, Makkah Al-
Mukarramah, KSA
drkhalidshll@gmail.com
Abstract
In this research, I have dealt with the definition of the
intense fear prayer, its mandatory ruling, its causes, the
ruling on facing the giblah (prayer direction) in it, and the
number of its rak’ahs (units). In addition, other rulings have
been dealt with, such as delaying the prayer in case of
intense fear, the prayer nature in case of seeking the enemy
or being sought by it, and the ruling of the congregational
prayer in this case. According to the research findings, the
fear prayer, as agreed upon by most scholars, is a prayer
performed in any possible way for fear of anything harmful
or loss of something useful. Reasons for performing the fear
prayer include fear for one’s life, and fear of what might
lead to death or great harm. Scholars have unanimously
agreed that the one who is fleeing from a frightening matter
may pray according to the prescribed manner in case of
intense fear. The enemy seeker is also entitled to pray the
intense fear prayer in two cases: if he fears that the enemy
will return to him, or if he is afraid to miss the enemy he is
seeking.
Key words: prayer — great fear — rulings — study —
jurisprudence.
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