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Making Inferences (Istidlal) Using a Legal Text from Sharia:
Its Definition, Importance and Conditions
By Mashhour ibn Hatem ibn Hamed Al-Harthi,
Department of Sharia and Islamic Studies, College of Arts
and Humanities, King Abdul Aziz University, Jeddah, KSA
M703091@gmail.com
Abstract
This research paper consists of an introduction and four
sections. The first section deals with the literal and
terminological definitions of inference (istidlal), which is to
attempt to reach a ruling based on evidence whether it is a
text (Qur’anic verse or Hadith), consensus of scholars, or
analogy. The second section deals with the literal and
terminological definitions of a legal text in Sharia, which
refers to Qur’anic verses and the Prophet’s Hadiths. The
third section touches on the importance of making inference
(istidlal) by using a legal text and its priority over other
methods. The fourth section lists seven conditions without
which inferences (istidlal) cannot be made. The conclusion
contains recommendations and the most important findings
of the research. Among the m are: the importance of the
subject of inference in Sharia, the need to trace the origins of
its issues in Sharia, and the explication of the sacred status of
the legal text drawn within Sharia. The researcher
recommends conducting more research on the topics related
to istidlal and correcting the deviations resulting from
overlooking its conditions.
Key words: inference — text — legal (drawn from Sharia) —
Qur’an — Sunnah.
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