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The Principle of Legality in the Islamic Administrative
Judiciary: Tracing Its Origins in Sharia and Applying It to
the Saudi System
By Nasser ibn Muhammad ibn Mishri Al-Ghamdi,
Department of Judicial Studies, College of Judicial Studies
and Regulations, Umm Al-Qura University, Makkah Al-
Mukarramah, KSA
nmgamde@ugu.edu.sa
Abstract
This paper studies one of the most important issues on which
the administrative judiciary in Islam is based. This issue is
the principle of legality, which is a commitment on the part
of both the ruler and the ruled by the provisions of sharia
rulings derived from the sources of Islamic legislation and
from the regulations issued by the ruler in a way that does
not contradict with the sharia. Among the most important
findings of the research is that the principle of legality is a
standard against which the acts of the rulers and the ruled
are judged. Its enforcement is necessary for the countries to
be organized, and it is one of the most important means of
monitoring administrative works. Both the rulers and the
ruled are equal before the sharia whose rules should be
observed by both. Finally, the sources of the Saudi legislation
are almost the same as those of legislation in Islamic
jurisprudence.
Key words: principle — legality — system — Saudi — judiciary —
administrative — regulations — based on sharia
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