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The massacre of Al-Rehab Palace, July 14,
1958, and the princesses of the Hashemite

House in Iraq
Asmaa Abdel Aziz Syed Abdel Rahim
History Department, Faculty of Humanities Studies, AL-
Azhar University, Cairo, Egypt.

E-mail : asmaaabdelrehem.56@azhar.edu.eq

Abstract :

The study of the Qasr al-Rehab massacre on July 14, 1958
AD is one of the important and dangerous events in the
modern history of Iraq, because of its profound impact on its
political, economic and social history, as it resulted in the fall
of the monarchy and the declaration of the republic after
King “Faisal II” met the last king of the Hashemite family in
Iraq. The guardian of the throne, Prince "Abdul-Ilah" and
the princesses of the Hashemite House - with the exception of
Princess "Badia", the only survivor - were killed at the hands
of the putschists, which provoked the discontent of local and
international circles, This study aims to demystify the story of
this massacre, and explore its secrets, as it took place in the
garden of Al-Rehab Palace and in front of dozens of
eyewitnesses. The research also sheds light on Al-Rehab
Palace, the scene of the massacre, besides talking about the
princesses of the family, the research also monitored the
local and international reactions towards the massacre.

Keywords: Iraq , Faisal I , Faisal Ii , Rehab Palace

Massacre , Queen Nafisa , Princess Badia , July Revolution
1958.
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- South China Morning post : ""Feisal and Friends Shot In Palace" ,
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(2) F.0.371/133139-0001, Details of Deceased and living members of
Former Iraqi Royal Family. Sep.10, 1958
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(3) F.0.371/133071-0008. British Subject in Iraq provides Infomation
on Fate of king Faisal Il and Royal Family, The National Archives,
Nov.5, 1958
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(4) F.0.371/133071-0008, British Subject in Iraq provides Infomation
on Fate of king Faisal II and Royal Family , The National
Archives, Nov.5, 1958
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(3) F.0.371/133071-0008, British Subject In Iraq Provides Information
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3) South China Morning post: '"Iraqi Princess Escapes
Assassination: Cairo, Aug. 13", (1946): Aug, 14 1958, pg.

11.from, Proquest Historical Newspapers.
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(1) F.o. 371/133071-0008. British subject In Irag provides Information
on fate of king faisal Il and Royal family Nov5, 1958
(2) F.o. 371/133139. Prince Ibrahim seeks Information on Recent
Events in Irag, Sep 10, 1958
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(1) F.O. 371/134256 - 0009. Questions Raised About King Faisal and
His Government and Reasons For Death Iraqi Royal Family, Aug
19,1958.
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L FOREIGN OFFICE,
S.W.1l.
September 12, 1958.

Pri Ibrahim, who you will remember is the
rather or i.he 1ady who was engaged to be married to

the late 'aisal of Iraq, wrote to the Colonial

Secretary on ust 29 to ask if it would be

ossible, now t Sir Michael Wright was back from
ad et. some accurate, detailed information

to
concernin tﬁa late t ic events there. He wrote
from 5, Place Porte do Passy, Parls.

The Colonial Secretary 1s a very old triand of
t Hashemite R ly and immediately at

the revolution did his best to keep Prince bra.h
who was then in London, informed of what was going

on.
‘The Colonial Secretary and Minister ot State
have agreed that the best ww to meot Princ
Ibrahim's request 1is to ask u to get 1in t.ouch with
— Mn and show the attache Sscre memorandum

uld be asked to read it in the office and not
t&ke it away.

Baghdad d-spat.ch i-‘ 1?5%” ttr':g‘ thi K '.g:niﬁ 14
! 0. wa n

be botter for it mot to be known to Pring uvou
hat ut rathe him
that it is a memorandum on the ra.cts So ga.:"aas one
can be certain aboat them, from ALl Intormation
aml&blo in the Orffice.

Inless you see objection_would yo
therefore a.r¥u:| @ for Prince begh.‘l.mytu glégafhn

Pr
's letter he has suggested ’tlhat. it Lgh be

D.C. e
J.G.S. Beith, Esq., { TebuLL
Paris.

O palls AL Aliladl wua0g 0190A gulgd V€ Gilda] o8 55530

"F.0.371/133139. Prince Ibrahim seeks information on Recen Events in
Iraq, The National Archives. Sep.10,1958.
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A% 8 a.m. on the 1l4th of July the Xing, the Crown Prince,
Furi and others were to leave by ailr for Ankara for discuasions
with the Presidents of Turkey and Pakistan and the Prime Minis
©of Iran prior %o the meeting of the Ministerial Council of ihe
Baghdad Pact in London on the 28th of July. Oon the

morning of
the 13th of July the 19th and 20%th Brigades stationed at Baguba
received to pr to J a in

P to a regueast Trom
Eing NMuscain who had diocovsrsad a plei agstnas b
2a

To

Xt is now kxnown shat the 19th Brigade, and apparently the
20%h BErigade, were commanded by dissident officers led by
Brigadier Qasim with Colcnel Arif as his second. According to

his atn Brigadier Qasim had been waisting since
at least 1956 Tfor = to over

o the regime. Sinece the
A9th and 20%h Brigades formed part of the Division ccmmandod oy

Brigadier General Daghistani, the former Deputy Chiaf of Ceneral
Stars and = loyal Ser of the r » She guostion why both
he and the Chief of Gencral Starff were spparently Sotally unaware
eof the views ¢f the dissidens ofrfi
quastions still unsolved,

3. It was spparently the cass that on the 1L4th of July theras
was ne effestive army unit in Baghdad itselr,

TS concermned ias one of tha

When tharefore
Brigedier ved the on the mormning of tha 13th

%o move %o Jordsn through Baghdad he decided that this afforded
an epportunity to eliminate the King, the Crown Prince

and Nuri

ws ate 1%ion 1f the operation was carricd out
Quiekly and ruthlessly. This was done, Some time afler 5,30 =m.m,
on the 1hth of July She Palace was and att
are conflicting versions of what pasced theoro, It 1=

There

certain that

the Crown Prince, his mother and one of his sisiers were killsd
PR RS
and the dasa The

EKing was either killed at once
Soxr
B ECRXTZT
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or fatally injured. In the latter case he prodbabdly died on the
evening of the 1li4th of July or the 15th of July, Nuri's
house was attacked, but he escaped into the aity. A price

of 10,000 Dinars was set on his head and on the 16%h of July
he was discovered and killed, The dead body of the Crown Prince
was handed over %o the mob, mutilated, probably publiocly hung,
and dragged naked by the crowd through the streets, A body
alleged to be that of Furi was either handed $o the crowd on
the 16th or 17th of July or dug up by them arfter burial, dismembered
and dragged through the streets,

4, Meanwhile at sbout 6 s.m, on the 14th of July a voice
believed to be that of Colonel Arif was heard on the Baghdad
Radio announcing the revolution and inecising the pecple to loot
and to sack the palace, Eye witnesses saw soldiers on military
wehieles addressing the orowd and urging them to loot and
sack, A 11ttle later announcements were made saying that
foreign lives and property and foreign missions were %o be
respected.

S. At or seon after 6 a,m, the names of the Ministers of the
new Coverment were proclaimed, In the case of a number if not
all of the acivilian Ministers named this was spparently the first
intimation they had of the revolution and of their inelusien in
the Govermment,

6. It was not long before the mod began to get out of control.
They entered and sacked the British ia te and Info
Services, housed in a building near the droadcasting station
which was the chief centre of excitement but alsc surrounded by
an army detactment which could have maintained lav and order.
They then broke into the Embassy grounds and looted and set fire
40 the Residence. Army detachments were in the vicinity snd
could have prevented this dut failed to take the necessary action.
Te By the end of the mormning the new Government feared thatithe
mod was becoming completely beyond control. VMUM

/Amposed
S5CSREREZ

-l Jaaal)
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imposed a curfew at 1 p.m, During the day they also arrested
all members of the previous Goverrment who could be found, and

& number of others, partly to complete their seizure of power but
perhaps partly also, as they themseolves allege, to prevent

thetr being attacked by the mob. Meanwhile throe Jordanian
Ministers in the Union Govermment had been arrested at the Baghdad
Hotel. Two of them were lynched by the mob on the way to the
Ministry of Defence, and with them three Amorican oitizens and one
German citizen who had been arrested by mistake,

8, Although the actual goun d'stat was plonnod and exscuted

by a very few officers at 24 hours' notice they had succesded

in infiltrating previcusly a number of sympathisers at key points,
one officer into the King's bodyguard and others at Diviasional
Headquarters, General Omar Ali, the loyal and energetic
Gommander of the lst Division at Diwaniyah, endeavoured to give
the order to resiast the revolution but waas overpowered. The
officers commanding the 2nd Division at Xirkxuk debated until

5 p.m. on the 14th of July what action they should take, but on
learning there was no resistance elsewhore gave their support

to the new Govermment. The fact that the whole Royal family

had been liquidated at a stroke and that all the loading politilcal
figures had been seized (rumour hed 1t that many had been killed)
meant that there

S no prominent figure to raise an LUmmedinte
voice of resistance,

9. In Baghdad the new Govermment were themeslves shocked and
frightened at the 4jinn of mobi violence and bestiality which -
their action had released, While on the ons hand encouraging
enthusiasm for the aims of the revolution they worked to get the
djinn back inte the bettle partly by

ourity measures by the
army snd partly by such appeals to reasmon © compatidles with
revolutionary fervour. But for several weeks the city remained

almost at flash point, An oxplosion at a depot of the Xhanagin
011 Cempany in the middle of the city, which resultsd in @

% 7 /spectaculer
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Spestasular fire and a pall of smoke hanging over Baghdad for

& weeck, contributed to maintaining the sension, The lancding of

American marines in the Lebanon and British trcops in Jordan
@lso incressed tension even if 1%t had a sobering effecs in

parallel. Today, five weeks arter the revolution, 1: would taxe

11ttle to make the pot boil over again,
10. As & result the fmot of mob violence, and tha posaidility
of its e, loom in

Y 's mina, There looms also,
lsaving sside the fate of the Crown Prince and of Ruri, the murder of
Xing Paisal, There is asvidence of widespreoad shaome and grief

over the fuct and the mamer of hias death, however mach fear,

eaution or even welcome of change are keeping this submerged,
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Washington, July 20,1958.
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- News Papers: Jul 15, 1958, from ProQuest Historical
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- New York Times: July 15,1958, from ProQuest Historical
Newspapers.
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