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Title: Employing Indefiniteness Connotations in
Al-Mutanabbi's Praise Poems for Saif Al-Dawla

and Kafur (A Comparative Rhetorical Study)
Mohamed Shaker Mohamed Sahwan.

Department of Rhetoric and criticism, Faculty of Arabic
Language, Al-Azhar University, city Itai E-Barud, Egypt.
E-mail: mohamedsahwan.419@azhar.edu.eq
Abstract

This research chose indefiniteness to be the subject of
the study, as it is one of word images which expresses
connotations and capacities that the context calls for
and that the meaning requires; because indefiniteness
is one of the forms of expression and part of
construction of speech used for rhetorical reasons,
various connotations, and different purposes that
definiteness cannot express. The research chose Al-
Mutanabbi's praise poems to determine the methods of
employing this phenomenon and to trace the secrets of
its expression; because of Al-Mutanabbi’s unique style
in choosing vocabulary, his inimitable genius in
formulating speech, and his wonderful skill in
choosing words as well as his awareness of the
aesthetics of the vocabulary and its proper use, so that
it comes out in harmony with the purpose of the
meaning, until he was characterized by his personal
inspiration that distinguished him from others.

The study is limited to AlI-Mutanabbi's praise poems for
Saif al-Dawla and Kafur; because Al-Mutanabbi’s praise
poems for them were articulated by AlI-Mutanabbi with
a different feeling and spirit. Al-Mutanabbi glorified,
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loved and admired Prince Al-Hamdani, fascinated by
his good performance in jihad against enemies. On the
contrary, al-Mutanabbi was neither admirer nor a lover
of Kafur Al-Ikhshidi, as he hated him intensely, and
despised him greatly. Al-Mutanabbi used to see Kafur
as just a black eunuch slave

Since wording has a great role in diagnosing the
emotional state that overwhelms the creative writer; so
this research tried to reveal the effect of psychological
motivation in building and combining words,
employing their capacities and diversifying their
connotations in Al-Mutanabbi's praise poems for Saif
Al-Dawla and Kafur, as well as to bring out
psychological connotations, aesthetic meanings, and
artistic values that can be discovered by diving into Al-
Mutanabbi’s poetry for Al-Hamdani and Kafur. After
that the research compares Al-Mutanabbi's use of
indefiniteness in his praise poems for Saif Al-Dawla
and Kafur in order to know the similarities and
differences, the impact of the psychological factor, the
flows of feeling, and the contrast of feelings in using
words within their different contexts, as well as
extracting many purposes and connotations that
indefiniteness has.

Key Words: Denial - Praises - Al-Mutanabbi - The sword of
the state - Camphor
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