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The Widows and Egyptian Society in Greek and
Roman Eras

Safaa Ali

Department of History and Civilization , Faculty of Humanities
Tafahuna AL Ashraf, Al-Azhar University, Egypt.
Email :- drsafy2012 @yahoo.Com

Abstract :

Widows is one of the social conditions that were of
interest when Greek and Roman tried to improve the
legislation of the law and regulating society through the
custom and the Tradition

This study is focuses on the situation of women widows in
particular , due to the retracting of women’s rights in the
Greek and Roman eras.

the research have been enriched as derived from the
original source and the papyrus. Widows and The right to
inherit after the death of one of them If there is no
children. Widows and their right to remarry and what
about the Pregnant widows who claim to be pregnant or
gives birth after the death of her husband This study to
monitor and analyze these social conditions entitled, The
widows and Egyptian Society in Greek and Roman Eras .
The aim of this study to show the social situation of widows
and the legislation of the law in the Egyptians society for
them and what's the results of that .

Key words: Rights of widows- guardianships-tradition-
Legislation of the law -The reaction of the Egyptian society -
Greek and Roman Eras .
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Dig =The Digetst of Justinian , Ed.T. Mommsen and P.
Kruger, Corpus Juris Civilis,i** ,Berlin,1985.
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http://www.persus.tufts.dedu

http//papyri.info/browse/hgv

P. Amh = Amhrest Papyri Being an Account of the Greek
Papyri in the Collection of the right Hon. Lord Amherst of
Hackney, F.S.A at Didlington Hall, Norfork , ed. B.P Grenfell
and A.S. Hunt. London ,1901.

P.Coll.Youtie = Collectanea Papyrologica: Texts Published
in Honor of H.C. Youtie , ed. By numerous contributors
under the direction of A.E. Hanson. Bonn. 1976 , Il , nos.66-
121.

P. Diog = Les Archives des Marcus Lucretius Diogenes et
textes apparentes , ed.P.Schubert. Bonn 1990. Nos.1, 10- 11

are Latin, the remainder Greek.

P.Enteux = Enteuxeis: Publcations de la Societe royale
egyptienne de Papyrologie: Evteuéelg , by O.Gueraud. Nos
22.

P. Gen = Les Papyrus de Geneve, Il, ed. Cl. Webhrli.
Geneva 1986.N0s.82 —117.[ o.e Bibl. Pub. Univ.]
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p. Mich = Michigan Papyri: (Nos 129- 130 A Papyrus

Codex of the Shepherd of Hermas ,ed. C. Bonner.Ann Abor

1934 [ Univ. of Mich. Studies, Humanistic Series 22 ] [ MF
1.20]

P.Oxy =The Oxyrhynchus Papyri.Published by The Egypt

Exploration Society in Graeco — Roman Memoris.London.

Vols.I, 1, VXX

SB = Sammelbuch griechischer Urkunden aus Aegypten
collection of documentary ,vol. VII ; VIII; XIV ; XVI ; By F.

.Preisigke , 1915
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Roman Egypt,source: man,Vol. 27.No.2 Royal

Anthropological Institute of Greek Britain and Ireland, 1992,
http://www.Jstor.org/stable/2804054

Brent D. Shaw, Richard, Close — Kin Marriage in -

Roman Society, Vol.19, No 3 Royal Anthropological Institute

of Great _ Britain __and __ Ireland,  (Sep. 1984).
http://www.Jstor.org/stable/2802181.

Bruce W. Frier and Thomas A.J, A casebook On Roman -

Family Law ,no 5 American _Philological, Association

,Resource Series. Oxford, 2004.
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- C lark. G, Roman Woman, Greece and Rome. Second

series vol. 28.No 21, Cambridge,on behalf of The Classical

Association,1981. http://www.jstor.org/stable/642866
— Crook J. A, Law and Life of Rome ,Aspects of Greek and

Roman Life , London,1967.
- Edwards G. M, English Greek Lexicon, Cambridge,
1914.
— Goody J. And Thompson, Family and Inheritance Rule
Society in Western Europe 1200 — 1800, London — New York
,1976,1978.
- Grubbs J.E, Women and the Law in the Roman Empire
“Source book on Marriage Divorce and Widowhood ,
London and New York, 2002.
- Hans Julius W , Written and unwritten Marriage in
Hellenistic and postclassical Roman in law, American
Pphilological Association,|X ,Haverford, Pennsylvania,1939.

- Hopkins, Brother- Sister Marriage in Roman Egypt,
CSSH.22, 1980. Jane F. Gardner, Woman in Roman Law
and Society, London - Sydney, 1986

Jane F. Gardener, Family and Familia in Roman Law -
and Life , Oxford , 1998 p. 230.

Jane F. Gardner, Frauen in antiken Rome ,Familie -
,Alltag ,Recht , Munchen, 1986

Jane Rowlandson ,Woman and Society in Greek and -
Roman Egypt,
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Dictionary, Hong Kong.1979.
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