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Abstract

This paper attempts to examine the issue of
plagiarism in the Arabic manuscript where a
comparison is held between two prestigious books on
the controversial issues between Ashari and Maturidi
schools of thought. The first book is titled: Sharh al-
Shirazi ‘ala Manzomat Al-Subki fi bayan al-ikhtilaf
bayn Ashq'irah wa-al-Maturidiyah by  Sheikh
Muhammad b. Abi Al-Tayyib Al-Shirazi al-Shafi'l. This
book explains the Nuniyya of Taj al-Din al-Subki. After
coming to Damascus in 757 A.H., Shirazi wrote this
book and presented it to al-Subki to have a look. Al-
Taj al-Subki hailed this book in Tabaqat Al-
Shafi'iyyah, however, unfortunately, this book did not
seem to be famous enough among other theological
books.

The second book is titled: a/-Rawdah al-bahiyah
fima bayna al-Asha'irah wa-al-Maturidiyah by Hasan
ibn ‘Abd al-Muhsin, known as Abu ‘Udhbah. When
Abu ‘Udhbah came to Mecca in 1172 A.H., he began
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writing this book. In fact, Abui ‘Udhbah plagiarized his

book from the one by Shirazi, following the same order
of its themes and literally rendered the same texts.
Surprisingly, the book by Abui ‘Udhbah became very
renowned book, with its copies widely distributed in
the East and the West to become one of the most
basic books in its topic. However, the book by Shirazi
is more fame-worthy. For this reason, | choose to
write on the topic of 'Plagiarism in the Arabic
manuscript: Sharh al-Shirazi 'ala Manzomat Al-Subki
fi bayan al-ikhtilaf bayn Ash3'irah wa-al-Maturidiyah
and al-Rawdah al-bahiyah by Abu ‘Udhbah as a
Model Example."

Key words: Plagiarism, Arabic Manuscript, Sharh
al-Shirazi, Manzomat Al-Subki, al-Rawdah al-
bahiyah, Controversial Issues, Ash3'irah, Maturidiyah,
Abu ‘Udhbah.
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