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The Notion of Createdness of the Holly Quran
Ordeal, and the Scholar Perspectives.
A Theoretical and Practical Study

Pr. Nassir Abu Amir,

College of Islamic Fundamental Studies, Department of Hadith Monufia
Governorate, Al-Azhar University, Egypt

Email: Nfattah@taibahu.edu.sa & dr.naser1974 @gmail.com

Abstract:

This study aims to shed some light upon a major event
happened during the ABBASSY PERIOD regarding the notion of
Createdness of the Holly Quran ordeale): Createdness refers to
the Islamic doctrinal position that the Qur'an was created, rather
than having always existed and thus being "uncreated". In the
Muslim world the opposite point of view that the Quran is
uncreated is the accepted stance among the majority Sunni
Muslims and the Kharijites while minority sects Shia Twelvers and
Zaydi believe the Quran is created.

The dispute over which was true became a significant point of
contention in early Islam. The Islamic rationalist philosophical
school known as the Mu'tazila held that if the Quran is God's
word, logically God "must have preceded his own speech" .The
Qur'an, of course, expresses God's eternal will, but the work itself
must have been created by Him at some point in
time.Traditionists, on the other hand, held that numerous records
of the words, actions, or approval of Muhammad (ahadith) support
the contention that as God's speech, the Qur’an is an attribute of
God and therefore "uncreated".That the question of the
createdness of the Quran is, among other things, a
hermeneutical issue is reflected in the variety of arguments and
issues that associate with it whether the Qur'an or the traditions
assert the Quran’s createdness, what “created” means, and
whether and how this affects the standing of these texts as
authoritative and as a consequence, the status of those who
study them. Where the Qur’an is understood as the word of God,
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and the words and example of the Prophet transmitted through
hadith also attain to divine significance, if the Qur'an cannot be
taken to assert its own createdness, for the doctrine of
createdness to be true the traditions would have to support it.
Indeed, to admit the insufficiency of the hadith corpus to
adjudicate what with the institution of the mihna becomes such a
visible dispute would necessarily marginalize the authority of
traditions. Thus it is not by accident that al-Ma’mun decides to
administer the test on religious scholars.

The caliph al-Ma’mun issued the proclamation of the doctrine
of the createdness of the Qur'an. The proclamation was followed
by the institution of the Mihna six years later, approximately four
months before his sudden death .The Mihna continued under his
successors, al-Mu'tasim and al-Wathiq, before al-Mutawakkil
abolished it .This particular doctrine was well known to be
embraced by the Mu'tazilite school during this period. Mu‘tazilites
believed that good and evil were not always determined by
revealed scripture or interpretation of scripture, but they were
rational categories that could be established through unaided
reason.

Traditional scholarship viewed the proclamation of doctrine and
the Mihna where al-Ma’'mun tested the beliefs of his subordinates
as linked events, whereby the caliph exercised his religious
authority in defining orthodoxy, and enforced his views upon
others through his coercive powers as ruler. Al-Ma’mun's
motivations for imposing his beliefs upon the members of his
government (such as his judges, for the scope of the Mihna was
not extended to examining the beliefs of the commoners in the
manner of the European Inquisitions) were attributed to his
Mu'tazilite intellectual tendencies, his sympathies towards Shi’ism,
or a shrewd decision to consolidate his religious authority during a
time where the 'ulama were starting to be seen as the true
guardians of religious knowledge and the Prophet's traditions.

Key Words: Notion-Createdness— Ordeal - Scholar Perspectives.
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