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Polygamy between Islamic Sharia and Modern

Interpretations: A critical jurisprudential study.
Jumah Hamed Al-Zahrani

Department of Islamic Studies, Faculty of Arts and
Humanities, Taibah University, Al-Madinah Al-Munawara ,
Saudi Arabia .

Email : Jumah.h.alzahrani@hotmail.com
Abstract:

To some aggressive attacks to raise doubts
about its justice and laws. Some of these attacks are
to use polygamy to present Islam as just a masculine
jurisprudence and to constrain the Quranic speech
that call for equality between men and women. This
search discusses the definition of polygamy, the
opinions of classical Islamic scholars and modern
interpretations.

This research concluded that Polygamy was
found in the divine laws during pre- Islamic era and
was not initiated by Islam as mentioned by some
modernist scholars. Islam permits polygamy and limits
it to four, but it orders the justice between the wives. It
also encourages limiting marriage to one in case of
fear of unfairness. This study aims to clarify the
current misconceptions about polygamy to show how
Islam supports women’s rights. Finally, this research
asserts that there must be serious steps to make
Muslims aware of the rulings and nature of the Islamic
jurisprudence to face doubts and misconceptions.

Key words: wives - ELSharia - Islamic - vision —

modernism
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