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Abstract
The purposes of Islamic Law (Shari’a) for naming a
new-born baby
Dr.Arif Awad Abdelhalim Alrekabi - College of
Sharia and Islamic Studies —= Umm Ulqura
University

This research is very important as it discusses
urgent issues that need to be discussed so as to
show them the purposes of Islamic law in them and
as it is cared by all muslins all over the world. A
researcher tried , in this brief paper , to show the
goals and purposes of Islamic law that can be
concluded from the true prophetic traditions
referring to the good selection of a name to a new-
born baby and the avoidance of selecting nasty and
improper names.

The research includes an introduction , two
chapters , a conclusion and references and the its
most important objectives are that the purposes
and goals of Islamic law for imposing laws : change
and assurance through changing improper
situations and declaring that they are improper and
thus they need to be changed and to adopt good
practices performed and done by people which is
known as good deeds(Ma’rouf) and showing the
reality of selecting a name for a new-born baby
:description of selecting a proper name for a new-
born baby and the name should refer to or bear a
lot of meanings such as expressing how far a father
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is sticking to following the teachings of the Prophet
and taking his teachings and prophetic traditions as
guide for him in raising his children. Selecting a
good name for a new-born baby is mandatory by
Shari’a .
The research concluded that: Islamic law urges us
to select good names for new-born babies that
refer to worshiping of Allah on condition that the
name of Allah shall be mentioned in the name as
followed in the Holly Quran and the Prophetic
traditions. It is good to name new-born babies after
the prophets, good ancestors and the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) as it achieves the goals of
Islamic Law. One of the goals of the Islamic law in
naming new-born babies to be named after their
grandfathers as a show of respect to them and it
can be applied to grandmothers and mothers as
well. Every name bears good meanings and go with
the Islamic law is permissible to be used as the
Islamic law aims at assuring that (Words express
the meanings) for an example, it is recommended
to use names of Harith ( meaning a man ploughing
fields) and Hammam , i.e.( a man who always takes
the initiatives).
The conclusion of the research showed that Islamic
law cared for changing names that bear improper
and nasty meanings. Thus the incompatibility of
names can be divided into two parts: names that
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must be changed as it goes against the Islamic
teachings and the second part of names that are
permissible to be changed while it can be left as
they are. The classification depends on the type of
incompatibility included in the name and its
meaning. Prophetic traditions showed the
difference between each class of names.

One of the conclusions of the research that it is
banned to use a name meaning a worshipping of
other gods except Allah as it goes against the reality
of worshipping. Worshipping is for Allah only as it is
the main purpose of setting the Islamic laws. It aims
at banning of selecting banned names that shows
polytheism. The Islamic law , thus , urges Muslims
not to praise themselves or their deeds. The
Prophet changed names that show self-praising.The
research aimed at showing the recommendation
made by the Islamic law of not selecting nasty or
improper names or may signal pessimism and to
use instead that ones signaling optimism and
regarded as a herald of good omen.

One of the recommendations of the research is
caring for researches that show the reasons for
classifying deeds as good or bad and why we are
addressed to do or perform one thing rather than
other things and to deduce judgements in selecting
proper names for new-born babies and to follow
what is mentioned regarding this issue in Quaran
and Prophetic traditions in a chapter named
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permissible and non-permissible deeds. The

researcher showed the reason for that in the

research.

May Allah pray of the Propget Muhammad (PBUH).
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