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Abstract: This study aims to analyze the comparative competitive advantage of Egypt in exporting potatoes and onions
during the period from 1995 to 2019. The Relative Export Competitiveness (REC) index was estimated for Egypt and
the competitive and promising countries in the potatoes and onion market during the study period. The multiple linear
regression was performed to define factors that affecting Egypt's competitive advantage in exporting the two crops
under study. The most important results of the study are: Egypt has a comparative advantage in terms of REC in
exporting potatoes and onion crops greater than all competing and promising countries in the market. Productivity as a
representative of technology, and the cultivated area are the most important determinants of REC of Egypt's exports of
potatoes and onion. Moreover, the US dollar to Egyptian pound exchange rate affects REC of Egypt's potatoes, whereas
the local selling price in the previous year affects REC of Egypt's onion crop. The study recommends that more
attention be given to improving Good Agricultural Practices for potatoes and onion to increase the export
competitiveness in the export markets, and to avoid the export-ban imposed on the study's crops to European and Arab
markets.

Keywords: Relative Export Competitiveness (REC), Potatoes, Onion, Exports of agricultural crops, vegetables



