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Copyright restrictions On Public Interest
In Light Of International Agreements And National Legislation
Hamdi Ahmed Saad Ahmed
Department of Private Law (Civil) - Faculty of Sharia and Law, Tanta

Al-Azhar University
Email of corresponding author : hamdykhatiry@yahoo.com

Abstract :

International conventions and national legislations agree that the author shall
enjoy exceptional material and moral rights, such as the right to exploit, publish,
withdraw and attribute the work, in the belief of the importance of these rights
and encouraging creativity and innovation for the advancement and prosperity of
mankind and the achievement of its knowledge welfare. This is one of the first
goals of the first intellectual property law in the UK in 1771.

To this end, national legislation and international intellectual property
conventions have established some limitations on copyright for the public interest
and a contribution to the cognitive development of society.

These restrictions include publishing works even without the consent of their
authors in the service of the educational process, such as the right of educational
institutions to publish works or extracts for scientific use, the right to obtain a
copy for the private use of the person, the right to benefit from works in the
media, and copyright for a certain period of time. The work is then entered into
the public domain and the community can benefit from it without requiring the
author's consent. Despite the importance of these restrictions and their significant
role in the public interest of society, they are not absolute.

Key words : Public interest - copyright - intellectual property - publication of
works - restrictions.
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Le domaine public est généralement défini comme I'ensemble des éléments
intellectuels qui ne sont pas protégés par le droit d’auteur ou dont la durée la
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o Comité du développement et de la propriété intellectuelle (CDIP) Septieme session Genéve, 2 — 6 mai 2011
o ETUDE EXPLORATOIRE SUR LE DROIT D’AUTEUR ET LES DROITS CONNEXES ET LE DOMAINE PUBLIC

e établie par Mme Séverine Dusollier, professeur a I'Université de Namur (Belgique)
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