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Right Of Movement And Restrictions On It In International Law
In Times Of Exceptional Circumstances
The Effects Of Movement Restrictions On Migrants
At The Time Of The Corona Pandemic As A Model

Azza Abdel Fattah Mohamed Okasha

Department of Public Law, College of Islamic and Arabic Studies for Girls in Alexandria, Al-Azhar
University, Egypt.

E-mail : azaaokasha@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

The right to freedom of movement is one of the fundamental rights that acquired since
human origin. regardless of gender, language, religion or basic doctrine, individual enjoys this
right within or outside territory of his or her state. this right is a guaranteed right in all
international and regional laws. As a proof of that, universal declaration of human rights,
European convention of human rights and American convention of human rights all provide that
this right is an essential right of human rights and states should not restrict it except in cases of
maintaining public security when there is a necessity for that restriction and under conditions
protected from arbitration. International laws provisions confirmed that exceptional cases for
restriction of right to freedom of movement and considered some criteria governing that.
Causes concerning with the transfer of individuals in the international law include maintaining
the public health of the population. Recently with the emergence of Covid 19 pandemic which
caused a huge problem to the degree that international organizations (of which World health
organization) declares emergency state all over the world. This prompted states to put energy
low in place and restricted many of their freedoms. Because the infection is crossing over
countries borders, general closure measures and imposing curfew become an effective tool to
reduce the spread of the disease. These procedures affected the entire world at the level of
nations and individuals either citizens or foreigners. Immigrants are among the groups most
affected by restrictions of the right to freedom of movement where they are deported because
of the closure of industrial factories, consequently they were laid off in the host country and
become jobless. For the healthy procedures, those immigrants are gathered in crowded camps,
curfew imposed and detention of irregular migrants in places missing healthy environment. All
this has led international laws to take care of this situation by issuing an indicative memoir and
guidance to the states to improve the situation of those immigrants.

Keywords: Human Rights, The Right Of Movement, Restrictions, Exceptional Circumstances,
The Corona Pandemic, The Rights Of Migrants..
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One may say that internal tensions are in particular:

a) situations of serious tenseness (sic) of political, religions, racial ,economic, etc ;

b) a sequel to an armed conflict or to internal disturbances.

c) Hanz Peter Gasser, international humanitarian law : an introduction, in humanity for all, the
international red cross and red crescent movement, H. Hague (ed) , paul haupt publishers, Bern ,1993,
p. 555
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(1) COVID - 19 Analytical Snapshot(4) : Consular and other assistance for stranded migrants and travellers
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