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Al-Azhar's Independence Between Legal Regulation And The Constitutional Text And
Its Impact On Its Relationship With State Institutions

Ahmed Abdel-Haseeb Al-Sentrissi

Department of Public Law, Faculty of Sharia and Law in Tanta, Al-Azhar University.
E-mail : elcentrecyl@yahoo.com

Abstract :

Al-Azhar Al-Sharif will not be able to fully carry out its tasks unless it enjoys
independence, whether financially or administratively by not being subordinate to any
of the governmental authorities that control it, its decision and direct it wherever it
wants. Hence, the importance of consecrating the independence of Al-Azhar as a basis
for carrying out its noble mission appears.

For Al-Azhar Al-Sharif to enjoy independence; so the foundations of its independence
should be present, which represent the criteria upon which we can say that the noble
Al-Azhar enjoys independence?

And if the constitutional and legal consecration of the independence of Al-Azhar
guarantees that the noble Al-Azhar will not be tampered with, and that it guarantees its
performance of its mission without influence from any other party locally, regionally and
globally, but this independence does not mean that Al-Azhar is a state within the state -
as some claim -; Hence, there is no room for saying that his message clashes or conflicts
with the message that the state authorities and institutions perform. Rather, Al-Azhar
has an integral role between his message and the message that other authorities and
institutions in the state perform.

Accordingly, this study deals with the issue of the independence of Al-Azhar, in terms
of explaining the foundations on which this independence is based, and then explaining
the availability of the foundations for this independence in the different periods that Al-
Azhar has gone through since its establishment until now, whether before the legal
organization of Al-Azhar then, the period of legal organization for it, and finally the
period of the constitutional text on the independence of Al-Azhar.

At the end of this study, we display the extent of the relationship between the mision
of Al-Azhar and the mision of state authorities and institutions in light of granting it
constitutional and legal independence, and whether this independence is an obstacle to
the integration between it and those institutions, or it supports it.

Keywords : Al-Azhar independence, legal regulation, constitutional text, state
institutions.
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