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The Sword — Pen Boast between Ibn Burd al-Asghar,

about 440 AH, and Al-Qalgashandi, 821 AH
Islam Rabie Al-Saeed Attia

Department of Arabic Language, Faculty of Arts, Damietta University, Arab
Republic of Egypt
Email: Islam ra@du.edu.eg

Abstract

This study compares two boasting letters of two great writers:
one is an Andalusian, Ibn Burd al-Asghar, and the other is oriental,
Abu al-Abbas al-Qalgashandi. The two boasting letters are a reflection
of the political and social reality lived under the rule of Melouk Al
Twaef in Andalusia 422-488 AH, and the Mamluk era in the East 648-
923 AH. The two letters depict the suffer of the educated class in these
two eras, and show the conflict between sword masters who look at the
class of writers and intellectuals with contempt and disdain, and see
themselves as more deserving of power, while pen masters see that
they are more deserving, because they have the right vision, high
culture, and an effective and powerful influence in guiding society and
working on its advancement.

The two writers did not want to directly point out to the
injustice the writers and intellectuals were subjected to in arc of the
two eras. Thus, they turned to a symbolic direction to praise the
virtues of pen masters in building the state and managing its affairs
side by side with sword masters, showing that both parties are two
sides of the same coin, and the state can't be not based on one without
the other.

The two boasting letters of lbn Burd al-Asghar and Abu al-
Abbas al-Qalgshandi are originally two letter that the two writers
addressed to their praisers. Therefore, our study of sword — pen boast
by the two writes requires us to look at: the sender, the recipient, the
relationship between them, and the impact of this relationship on the
two boasting letters; and then to study the content of the letters to
understand their objective, artistic and aesthetic characteristics; and
to highlight the points of agreement and difference between them.
Thus, it was appropriate for the study to be divided into a preface, and
three sections.

Keywords: Boast, sword and pen, Ibn Burd, Al-Qalgashandi,
Andalusian literature.
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