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The relationship between the science of intonation and
the science of phonetics
(singing and some of its provisions as a model)
Sarah Saleh Omar Badahdah

Department of General Studies, College of Arts and Humanities, King
Abdulaziz University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Email: shadahdah@kau.edu.sa

Abstract

This study aims to define intonation in both senses of
linguistics and terminology; and further demonstrated its
significance together with an overview about the history of
intonation (Tajweed) and composition. It aims also to indicate its
relationship to phonetics. Then, the study tackled the vocal side
in intonation by clarifying the idea on which the phonemic study
is based among scholars of intonation. It further shows that the
approach of the scholars of intonation (Tajweed) is deemed an
all-out comprehensive approach for tackling all topics related to
phonetics, in addition to a pure acoustic approach that does not
involve mixture with other topics. Afterwards, the study shed
light on ‘Stress’ and some of its phonetic provisions thru
mentioning its definition in language and terminology and
showing how it is pronounced and its output, amount, letters and
grades. The study further shed light on some of the ‘Stress’
provisions of ‘Nooun’ and ‘Tanween’ and an explanation of the
respective cases. It also shed light on the consonant and the
‘stress‘ (also known as tanween) when they are connected to any
of the Arabic sounds. They are confined to three cases as follows:
Not being influenced or affected in the event that it is
accompanied by one of the six letters of manifestation and the
effect is completely, as it is combined completely into the letter
following it without any trace of its attributes remaining. Such is
made in case of phonetic squeezing and deficient effect. It is
partially merged into the letter following it, while the adjective of
‘stress’ remains in cases of concealment, inversion and inclusion.
The study concluded that composition in recitations paved the
way for collecting intonation issues in separate books. It further
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detected a link between phonology and intonation — a link that
appears in phonology for being concerned with the phonetics in
general. Nonetheless, intonation is mainly concerned with the
Quranic phonetics only — not to mention the performance-related
aspects — contrary to phonetics which is concerned with
performance and the like.

Noticeably, phonology is more general and comprehensive
when compared to intonation. It was noted that the concealed
melody in reading the Qur’an, trying to treat and correct its
pronunciation was the reason behind the phonetic studies among
scholars of intonation. To this aim, the scholars studied the
linguistic sounds and their correct pronunciation patterns;
monitored the expected deviations in pronunciation, which they
called ‘hidden melody’ so as to caution the speaker to avoid.
Perhaps, the crucial difference lies within drafting and use of
terms. Accordingly, what have been depicted by the scholars, in
their book to explain the rules of intonation, is nothing but
phonetic studies. Yet, such phonetic studies are only confined to
the Quranic performance. So, such provisions and rulings are
merely concerned with facilitating pronunciation and
proportionality between sounds.

Keywords: the science of intonation, the science of
phonetics, the rules of chanting .
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