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The multiplicity of meaning in the Arabic lexicon
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Abstract

This study examines the phenomenon of polysemy of the one
lexical entry with one form in the Arabic lexicon. Thus, the study
aimed to trace the features of polysemy and its causesin the Arabic
lexicon, and to show the impact of context in explaining the
meanings of multiple entrances, and the extent to which lexicons
depended on it, in the past and in the present, in clarifying the exact
meaning of the word. Moreover, the study sought to clarify the
ancient and modern lexical approach in dealing with the

polysemous entrances .

The study adopted the descriptive approach in describing the
approach of the Lexicon of the Modern Arabic Language,
balancing it with the lexicons of Language Standards, and The
Foundation of Eloguence, and describing their approach in

comprising, explaining and arranging the polysemy meanings .
This study was divided into two sections,; one is theoretical,

and the other is practical, preceded by an introduction and a
preface, followed by a conclusion, and finally ended with a list of

sour ces and r eferences.

The study showed a logical methodology in arranging and
comprising the meanings. Thus, the features of the contextual
theory of Al-Zamakhshari were evident in The Foundation of
Eloquence, and in which he had the advantage of applying the
features of the contextual theory without declaring it. Additionally,
the study also recorded two common meanings that were lately

added in the L exicon of the M odern Arabic L anguage.

Keywords: Lexicon, Lexical Approach, Polysemy, Context,
L exical Methodology.
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