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The rhetoric of style (broadness of meaning) in poetry,

Imru’ al-Qays’ commentary as a model
Mohamed EI-Sayed Abdel-Fattah Annan
Department of Rhetoric and Criticism - Faculty of Arabic Language in
Zagazig - Al-Azhar University - Arab Republic of Egypt
Email: mohamedanan.25@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract

One of the methods that scholars considered to be a
feature of poetry, and by which they distinguished it from
prose, is the (broadening of meaning) method, because the
pronunciation in the words of poets may have more than one
interpretation, and benefit from more than one meaning. This
leads to the multiplication of meanings and the multiplicity of
connotations behind the single word; This method is an
important form of brevity, and this method is present in
poetry and the Qur’an, but in poetry it is distinguished by
allowing the recipient to participate in the production of
meaning, regardless of the poet’s intent, as long as that is one
of the text’s possibilities; In view of this importance, I wanted
in this research to reveal the features of this interesting style in
poetry, and to determine its characteristics that distinguish it
from the rest of the methods, using the help of explaining its

rhetoric on the practical side in the Muallaga Imru Al-Qays.

Keywords: poetry, meaning, breadth, Imru' al-Qays,
reception theory, openness of significance .
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