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Manifestations of the popular text
In the children's stories of Abdel-Tawab Youssef

- selected models
Bakhita Hamed Ibrahim Mohamed

Literature and Criticism, Department of Arabic Language, Faculty of Arts, South Valley
University, Qena, Arab Republic of Egypt.
Email: bentelsheikh4444@yahoo.com

Abstract

This study aims to identify the general features of
popular text manifestations in children's stories according to
one of the prominent writers of children's literature in
Egypt and the Arab world, Abdel-Tawab Youssef . In any
society and any environment, a set of elements that make up
its culture and thought appear, and then those elements are
preserved in memory and referenced through awareness or
subconsciousness.

The popular imagination has a great presence in the
different literary genres (e.g., poetry, short story, drama
and novel), and its harbingers appear clearly in what is
called children's literature - that literary genre that
appeared in the modern era and became a science in itself -
as if the literary text breathes its birth and beginning from
the popular vision and the folklore, which is part of the
general culture of any society, and then begins to grow until
it will be mature and complete.

It is known that children’s literature was a part of
popular literature until the beginning of the eighteenth
century, so it is no wonder that its authors were inspired, in
part or in whole, by popular creations , such as (proverbs,
tales, songs, puzzles, biographies, One Thousand and One
Nights and Shadow Fantasy) to become one of the
tributaries of their creative experience, all of which formed
the first nucleus and the basic building block for that
literature, and it came bearing a wide range of values that
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call for adopting or abandoning them.

It was evident through the fictional works of Abdul-
Tawab Youssef that he was inspired by these popular
creations, and this is what this study seeks to demonstrate
through a collection of stories, from which we discover the
spirit of popular imagination. These works include the Lies
collection of stories which is called "The Blue Goblins"
including (The Young Goblin, The Fluent Goblin, The Sea
Goblin, The Orchard Goblin, Omena Al-Ghoula), the Fear
of the Forbidden collection including (the Last Goblin, the
Hunter and the Goblin, The Tree Climber, Unpopular Tales
(1, 2), The Myth of the Ominous Owl, the Kingdom of
Fawazeer, the Mayor, the Children of Our Neighborhood,
the Water Pump, Tales and Voices).

The study relied on the analytical method that presents
the writer's fictional works and then extracts the popular
elements that he employed.

Keywords: Manifestations, popular text, children’s
stories, Abdel-Tawab Youssef .
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