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Strategies of verbal apology in the two apologetic sections of
Al-Nabighah Al-Dhibyani's Mu‘allagah

and Ka'b bin Zuhair's Burdah
Hind bint Abdul Razzaq Al-Mutair

Ancient Literature - Department of Arabic Language and Literature - College
of Literature - King Saud University - Saudi Arabia .
Email: halmuteru@ksu.edu.sa

Abstract

The act of apology represents an accomplished verbal act
that has the power to influence the apologized person and push
him to take a position towards the apologizer, which ends with
the acceptance or rejection of the apology. The apology is
classified, according to the pragmatists, among the (expressives),
and it has basic strategies, according to the (Cohen-Olshtain
model), and additional strategies according to the model (Blum-
Kulka and Olshtain).

This study will apply those strategies to two selected
apologetic texts, namely: the mu‘allaga of al-Nabigha al-
Dhubyani and the Burdah of ka'b ibn Zuhair, taking into
account the variables that affect the performance of the verbal
apology act in the two texts, and these variables are: the social
distance, the social status, and the degree of Imposition.

Keywords: apology, apologetic ( poem), pragmatics, speech
act, strategies .
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