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QURANIC READINGS IN ‘THE BOOKS OF

GHAREEB AL-QURAN’ A LINGUISTIC STUDY
Radhya bint Hassan Bahmid

Department of Arabic Language, King Abdulaziz University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Email: rbahmed@kau.edu.sa

Abstract

This study aims to recognize Quranic readings and study them
linguistically in a manner that would shed light on its senses and
meanings, together with the reasons behind emergence. It further
aims to recognize the changes occurred thereto and impact of such
changes on various semantics and classification thereof in
accordance with dialects, homonymy and antonym through
complete induction of three books of Ghareeb Al-Quran Books as

follows.

- Interpretation of Ghareeb Al-Quran by Ibn Qutaiba (died in
276AH)

— Ghareeb Al-Quran by Abi Bakr Al-Segstani (died in 330AH)

— Al-Oumda in Ghareeb Al-Quran by Abi Mohammed Makki
Al-Qaisy (died in 437AH )

The study has proved that the main objective of compilation of
Books ‘Ghareeb Al-Quran’ is to interpret the ambiguous terms —
that is, out of comprehension — mentioned in the Holy Quran. It
further aims to shed light on its meanings and senses in light of
Arab language and speech. Contents of Al-Ghareeb Books are not
of ambiguity, rather those recognized, grasped and used by the
Arabs. According to them, Al-Ghareeb meets the well-known
person .

Eventually, the study has concluded that the Book entitled
‘Ghareeb Al-Quran’ compiled by Al-Segstani is viewed as the best
book among the three books — subject of study. This is attributed to
the fact that the aforesaid book concentrates on the term and its
implied Quranic readings, referring to as being a language among
Arab languages. It has further shed light on the contents of these

readings or term(s) as homonym or antonym

Keywords: Quranic readings, Ghareeb Al-Quran, dialects,
homonymy, antonym.
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