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The narrative paradox in the novel 'One wife is not enough ... one 

husband is too much  By the Saudi novelist (Munther Al-Qabbani),  

a critical study

Muhammad Kamal Sarhan
Literature Department - College of Arabic Language - Imam Muhammad 
bin Saud Islamic University - Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
Email:  M.K.srhan@hotmail.comb  

Abstract 
It is clear that the paradox is a term that appeared - first - in 

Western criticism, and its first use was in the Western philosophical 
field, and it moved to the scope of Arabic - a short time ago - 
through translation, although it was present in the Arab heritage in 
its concept within the types of rhetoric that refer to it without 
mentioning it explicitly, And the Arabs practiced its use in the 
different arts of literature in content and concept, not idiomatically 
in many rhetorical arts. This confirms the fact that our Arab 

heritage is full of paradoxes in all its different ages  

Hence the importance of studying the paradox, and treating 
its pictures and forms, and therefore I turned to the study of the 
paradox in the novel 'One wife is not enough ... one husband is 

many!' For the Saudi novelist 'Munther Al-Qabbani  

The research aims to uncover the forms and manifestations of 
the paradox in the novel “One wife is not enough ... one much 
husband!”, And set a clear framework for it, while showing the role 
of the paradox in serving the text, and the aesthetic and artistic 

dimensions it achieves within the narrative structure  

The research is based on studying the narrative paradox in 
this novel through major axes: defining the concept of the paradox, 
its importance, revealing its types and images within the narrative 
text, and shedding light on its function in building the text and its 

artistic and aesthetic formation  

 
Key words: paradox, narratives, one wife is not enough, one 

husband is too much, Munther al-Qabbani, critical study. 
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