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The rhetorical argumentative discourse in the Holy Qur’an:

Representative metaphor
Alaa Abdel Ghaffar Hilal

Lecturer of Rhetoric and Literary Criticism - Girls' College - Ain Shams University - Arab Republic
of Egypt
Email: Alaa.hamed.helal@yahoo.com

Abstract

This research paper aims to explore the argumentative
persuasive power of the qur’anic representative metaphors. It
tackles the “Argumentative theory” as a theoretical framework
upon which these metaphors are analyzed and presented as a
persuasive method in the qur’anic discourse.

This research investigates more than 70 representative
metaphors which aim to persuade the readers and to have a
direct impact on them. Thus, these metaphors can change the
reader’s minds, believes, ideas, and behaviors.

Moreover, this paper proves that the figurative method
which is used in the discourse of the holy qur’an helps the
believers to spend in the cause of Allah, to be kind to their
parents, and not to worship false idols. In addition, it warns
them of Satan. It also illustrates how non-believers are weak and
shows the greatness of Allah.

The quranic discourse supports the persuasive power of the
representative metaphor by using rhetorical questions, rhetorical
appeal, affirmation, informative and descriptive details.

Keywords:Representative  metaphor, metaphor and
persuasion, persuasion
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—Perelman and L. Olbrechts tyteca : the New rhetoric

"Treatise = Argumentation” Trans by Wilkinson and
Purcell weaver university of Noter dame Press 1971 .

—Perelman . The Idea of justice and the problem of

argument- Routledge and Kegan paal ,New York ,
published 1963 .
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