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Phonetic Problems Encountered by Non-Arabs learning Arabic

Practical Solutions and Applications

Ameera Zubair Rifa'i Sambas

Department of Syntax and Morphology , College of the Arabic Language, Umm Al-Qura
University , Kingdom of Saudi Arabia .

Email;: azsambas@hotmail.com

Abstract

Phonetics is an essential component in human languages;
therefore, studying the sound system of a language is more
important than studying its orthography. Moreover, the ability
to pronounce foreign sounds is considered the most complex skill

in learning a language since it needs intensive organized practice.

The present study aims at:

1. Knowing the most important phonetic problems
encountered by Non-Arabs learning Arabic.

2. Suggesting and applying some solutions to these
problems.

This study consists of three sections preceded by a preface
about the status of the Arabic language among other languages
and its phonetic features, and followed by the conclusions and

recommendations of the study. These sections are:
1. The sound system of Arabic
2. Problems of Arabic sound system
3. Practical solutions and applications

Keywords: Phonetics, Phonetic (Sound) system, Phonetic
Problems, Teaching Arabic, Non-Arab Speakers .
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