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Representations of the ego and the other in the contemporary
Omani short story

Mohammed Al-Shahat

Associate professor of literary theory, criticism and advanced Arabic courses,
Al-Wasil Language Institute, Sultanate of Oman

Email: mshahat2003@yahoo.com

Abstract

The current research assumes that Omani writers of
the new generation in the stream of contemporary short story
constitute 'new sensitivity' which has its common cultural
references. In the light of these cultural references, Omani short
story collections are crystalized around a group of aesthetic and
social characteristics that form a world vision reflected in
conceptual term, techniques and functions. This research also
assumes that contemporary Omani short story texts establish a
creative stream deserves a separated critical study.

Hence, in its main hypothesis and also in its methodological
procedures, this research seeks to quest the contemporary Omani
short story through its new writers in order to manifest the
cultural and stylistic values. The main objective of the current
research is analyzing representations of the ‘ego’ and the 'other”,
and or understanding the nature of this sociocultural
relationship between them, for analyzing its discourse aspects in
different ways.

Keywords: modern Arabic literature, Omani short story, ego
and the other, cultural criticism.
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(1) Bill Ashcroft, Gareth Griffiths and Hellen Tiffin; Key Concepts in Post-Colonial Studies,
Routledge, 1998, p. 169

(2) Bill Ashcroft, Gareth Griffiths and Hellen Tiffin; Key Concepts in Post-Colonial Studies, PP.
17117
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