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The rhythmic structure of muwashshaha... a complex craft :
Ibn Zohr’ “O’ bartender” as a model
Dr. Ahmad Ammar .

Lecturer of modern Arabic literature at the Department of Arabic Language - Faculty of Arts -
Cairo University - Arab Republic of Egypt
Email: abohanenammar@gmail.com

Abstract

Muwashshaha (literally, “dressed in a scarf”), as
terminologically defined by Ibn Sanaa Elmolk, is a poem in a
specific rhythm system which is different from the traditional
metrical system of classical Arabic poetry; in particular, its

rhyming pattern .

This paper attempts to identify the rhythmic structure
of muwashshaha and its characteristics by analyzing one of its
most popular models. It is based on the hypothesis that there is
a relationship between the linguistic and terminological
meaning of the word ""muwashshaha’™ on the one hand, and
the rhythmic structure that forms muwashshaha on the other
hand. The purpose of this paper is to reveal the privacy and

uniqueness of poet and his craft of muwashshaha versification.

By using statistics and diagrams, and without dependence
just on impressionistic opinions, this paper analysed the
rhythmic structure of muwashshaha to its parts (i.e. starting
verse “matla”, section/phase verses “adwar”, linking verses
(literally, branches) and final verse (literally, lock)) and
compared these parts to each other in prosodic meters and

rhymes .

This paper proved that there is a significance relation
between elements of the linguistic definition of muwashshaha
(i.e. two ornamental chains or strings of pearls and gems,
diversity and plaiting) and formal characteristics of its
rhythmic structure. At the same time, it emphasized that there
IS no separation between these formal characteristics and its
meaning.

Keywords : The rhythmic structure, muwashshah, Osaki,
Ibn Zahr, mawshah industry.
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