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Women awagf *‘endowments™ in Al-Andalus andits Civilizational
Role during the Eras of the Umayyad Caliphate and Emirate (138-
422 AH\ 756-1031 AD)

Muslim women endowments are one of the important
civilizational subjects due to the active existence of woman in the
Islamic Arab civilization. The idea of woman awqaf dates back to
Mothers of Believers (May Allah be Pleased with Them) as they were
the first to make endowments for women. Mother of Believers,
Hafsa (May Allah be Pleased with Her) who was assigned by Caliph
Umar ibn Al-Khattab with the task of supervising His endowments,
was the first to manage women endowments.

Women endowments in Al-Andalus are an extension of
endowments that were dominant in other Muslim countries as they
had a positive impact on the Islamic Civilization and supporting
Andalusian woman.

In Al-Andalus, woman provided scientific services for science
and students by granting mosques, Holy Quran copies, schools and
mosques libraries.

These endowments contributed into the prosperity of
civilization, the development of community and the achievement of
social quality in all forms. Thus, they worked to satisfy the needs of
individuals through endowments. Woman interest in in social
endowments was incarnated in taking care of and helping the sick,
the poor, orphans and the old. They also played their social role very
well in search for Allah's reward and seeking active social
participation.

Since women's experience in the history of the Waqf deserves
to be studied for its richness and importance in the various fields of
the Renaissance, and due to the lack of recent historical studies on
the role played by women in Andalusia in terms of endowments and
scientific and social participation, we found that we highlight this
aspect of this research on " Muslim in Andalusia and its Cultural
Impact in the Umayyad Period (138-422).
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