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A Trial to edit the Term of Inter- Faith Dialogue
for Accessing a wider Horizon
By: Hassan Bin Mohammed Makhathy
Department of Sharia and Islamic Studies
Faculty of Arts and Humanities
King Abdul- Aziz University
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract

This research tackles the issue of inter- faith dialogue as a term through
inducting the viewpoints of the scholars, religious organizations and non-
religious ones that are concerned with intr- faith dialogue in the Arab
world and Europe since there are numerous definitions of such term and
this would naturally lead to chaos and lack of clarity. Accordingly, this
research is a keen trial on specifying the meaning of this term and it tries
to remove any confusion or ambiguity which may come to the ground with
the term inter- faith dialogue. The research follows the inductive,
investigative and anlytical approaches. The researchr has referred to the
findings of the research by its end. For instance, there is no certain
definition of the term inter- faith dialogue on either levels; the individual
or the organizational. Inter- faith dialogue is a loose and broad term. A
great deal of those who used the term, utilized it to serve their purposes
which were not in agreement with the meaning of the term. Moreover, the
real and practical inter- faith dialogue which aims at achieving co-existnce
is a kind of dialogue that is unrelated to religion with reference to the creed
but it is concerned with improving the relations in between the followers
of various religions as well as improving the social affairs and the
problems that face those groups in their societies. One can say that inter-
faith dialogue as a term has its dimensions and objectives which differ
from an individual to another, from an organization into another.
Consequently, the inter- faith dialogue which has clear and manifested
objectives, is legitimate and vice- versa.

Keywords: inter- faith dialogue, definition, term, the history of a term.
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Reflection and Orientations on Interreligious Dialogue and The Proclamation of The
Gospel Of Jesus Christ (1), 1991.
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(1)Dialogue Institute, what is Dialogue, Available on
https://dialogueinstitute.org/what-is-dialogue (Accessed: 6th November 2021) .
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Pontifical Council for inter-religious Dialogue, Dialogue and Proclamation:
Reflection and Orientations on Interreligious Dialogue and The Proclamation Of The
Gospel Of Jesus Christ (1), 1991.
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Reid, Helen. ‘Christian Approaches to People of Other Faiths a Choice between
.Dialogue or Evangelism?’ Theology. 106, no: 833, 2003, p. 317-325
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Missionary encyclical Redemptoris Missio: On the permanent validity of the Church's
missionary mandate
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(1)Catholic Church, and John Paul. Encyclical Letter Redemptoris Missio of the

Supreme Pontiff John Paul 11 on the Permanent Validity of the Church's Missionary
Mandate. Available on
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf jp-

1i_enc_ 07121990 redemptoris-missio.html (Accessed: 3rd November 2021) .

(2)Pontifical Council for inter-religious Dialogue, Dialogue and Proclamation:
Reflection and Orientations on Interreligious Dialogue and The Proclamation Of
The Gospel Of Jesus Christ (1), 1991.
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(1)Reid, Helen. “Christian Approaches to People of Other Faiths a Choice between
Dialogue or Evangelism?’ p. 317-325.

(2)World Council of Comparative Education Societies, Available on https://wcces-
online.org/ (Accessed: 2nd November 2021) .
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(1)Judith D. Hoover, 'Dialogue: Our Past, Our Present, Our Future', pp. 203—-218 .
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