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Mahmoud Shaker Al- Demashqi's Approach of Studying the Shiite
Sects (1351-1436 A.H.) An Explanatory Study

By: Aisha' Ali Mohammed Asiri Al- Arfaji
Department of Creed and Modern Doctrines
Faculty of Sharia and Osoul Al- Deen
King Khaled University
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Abstract

This research highlights Mahmoud Shaker Al- Demashqi's approach of
studying Shiite sects throughout his books. The research applies the inductive,
historical and deductive approaches. In the very beginning, the research
introduces a synopsis about Mahmoud Shaker, his books and the resources on
which he relied in studying the Shiite sects. Next, the research displays Al-
Demashqi's approach of studying Shiism in its different sects. It defines each
sect, exposes and criticizes their creeds as well as their suspicious ideas. Then
the research traces the general features of Al- Demashqi's approach in
comparison with those of other historians to show the similarities and
differences. The research concludes with evaluating Al-Demashqi's approach of
studying the Shiite sects. The conclusion sums up the most outstanding findings
of this research. For instance, Al- Dimashqi is one of the most prominent
modern historians who tried to link the historical aspect to the contemporary
reality in the study of Shiism and its sects. In his study of the Shiite sects, Al-
Demashqi relied on the descriptive, analytical, critical, inductive approaches as
well as the rational approach in many cases to refute the allegations and
suspicious ideas of the Shiite sects. In addition, Al- Demashqi relied on the
objective historical approach in studying Shiism and its sects. He also used
many sources in his study such as the Holy Qur'an, the prophetic traditions and
the most famous books of history. Moreover, Al- Demashqi utilized the
approach of Hadith to judge the historical narrations and this prevented his
books from the false and fabricated historical narrations. Al- Demashqi's
approach of studying Shiism proved to be accurate and true as it succeeded early
to warn against Shiism. The last finding is that the integrity of Al- Demashqi's
doctrine proved to be true and that was clear in some cases. The most
outstanding of those cases include his general attitude towards Shiism, the
integrity of his doctrine in the chapter of Imamate, companions of the prophet
and the school of Hadith scholars and its approach of criticizing the narrations.
Finally, this research recommends utilizing the approaches of historians while
studying sects. It also recommends running comparative studies in between
those approaches, highlighting the efforts of Al-Demashqi to define the Muslim
minorities and advocat their issues.
Keywords: Shaker Al- Demashqi, Shiites, fabrication, Imamate, sects, Shiism
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