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The Science of Phantasm as delineated by
Imam Al- Ghazali (died in 505 A.H.)

By: Ahmed Gamal Ismail Al- Akrat

Assistant Professor of Islamic Creed and Philosophy
Department of Osoul Al- Deen

Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies for Men in Cairo
Azhar University

Abstract

The science of phantasm is the most important science of the
unconscious for its great influence on specifying the mainstream of
humanitarian response. Therefore, the Sufi scientists gave great priority to
this science and assigned a large space to this science in their literary
output. One of those scientists is Imam Abu Hamed Al- Ghazali. Al-
Ghazali handled phantasm in one of his speeches in a way which showed
the impact of the pioneering Sufis. Al- Ghazali is also well-known for his
great and praiseworthy efforts as well as his distinct addition which made
him distinguished in such a field. Although Al- Ghazali has not assigned
a separate book in this respect, the researcher managed to trace his views
as spread across some of his books such as ‘'lhyaa Oloum Al- Deen’
(Reviving the Sciences of Religion), '‘Manhaj Al- Abedeem' (The
Discipline of the Worshippers) and 'Rawdhat Al- Talebn' (The Orchid of
the Seekers). The main idea of this research is to display the importance
of this science for Imam Al-Ghazali. The researcher has handled the idea
of specifying the concept of phantasm, its importance and the differences
that may separate a variety of phantasms. It also highlights the duty of the
worshipper towards phantasm showing what can be relied on and what
can be disregarded. The research applies the deductive analytical
approach.

Keywords: phantasm, Al- Ghazali, mysticism
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