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The Impact of Philosophy upon Imam Ibn Taymia's Thinking
An Exposition and Criticism

By: Hany Ali Saleem Tayloun

Majored in Creed and Philosophy

Department of Osoul Al- Deen

Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies for Men in Cairo
Azhar University

Abstract

This research traces Ibn Taymia's perception of philosophy and how far it
influenced him. The research applies the comparative- analytical approach through
analyzing Ibn Taymia's statements and comparing them with those of other
philosophers regarding every issue to find out about their impact upon the Imam.
The research includes a preamble, two chapters and a conclusion. The preamble
introduces Ibn Taymia's biography whereas the first chapter exposes Ibn Taymia's
stance on philosophy. The second chapter is dedicated to the issues which show lbn
Taymia's influence by philosophy and it includes five requirements: the first one
studies the issue of causing the incidents to happen by His Almighty will. The
second requirement studies the issue of the infinity of incidents whereas the third
requirement highlights the relationship in between the effects and their causes. The
fourth requirement tackles the issue of totalities while the fifth requirement displays
the issue of criticizing the logic. By the end of the research, the researcher has drawn
attention to the most outstanding findings of this research. For example, he has
found out that Imam Ibn Taymia was greatly interested in philosophy as his
knowledge of this academic science was profound, deep and documented. In
addition, his interest in philosophy was not an end itself but his main objective was
to be able to respond to his opponents. Hence, his conception of this science was a
little bit complicated as he neither rejected philosophy nor accepted it totally. He
approved some branches of this science and refused other ones. Another finding of
this research is that Imam lbn Taymia has benefited a lot from some philosophers
and they influenced his thinking such as Ibn Malka, the philosopher who influenced
him largely to the extent that Ibn Taymia considered him the closest one to truth.

Keywords: influence, Ibn Taymia, philosophy, evidence, stance, logic, incidents.
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