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The Definite Article ""al'* and its Use by Hearing- Impaired Students
of
King Abdul- Aziz University, in their written Language

By: Said Ali Said Al- Assla'
Department of Arabic Language
Faculty of Arts and Humanities
King Abdul- Aziz University
K.S.A.

Abstract

The present research aims at describing the written language of
hearing- impaired students through examining their use of the Arabic
definite article “al”. The content of this research has been collected from
14 regular male students at King Abdul- Aziz University. The researcher
followed two methods while collecting the material of this research: first,
through a written test. Second, through creating a WhatsApp group for
communication with the members of this group. One of the findings of
this research is that the participants in this study do not intend to use the
definite article "al", they drop it. Such dropping could be attributed to
their first language which is mainly their sign language- as stated by an
expert of that sign language. Accordingly, the research recommends
revising and developing the Arabic Language curriculum in order to be
compatible with such group of students who learn it as a second language.
In addition, there is should be a preparatory year along which the hearing-
impaired students can improve their language skills.

Keywords: The definite article “al”, the language of the hearing- impaired
students, language transfer, language input.
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