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Imam Shawkani's (1250 A.H.) Tracking of
Imam Al- Zamakhashari (538 A.H.)
Through Surat 'The Family of Imran’;
an Exposition, Study and Commentary

By: Mohammed Farrag Taha Ali
Department of Osoul El- deen
Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies for Men in Cairo
Azhar University
Abstract

In his book "Fat'h Al- Kadeer), Imam Shawkani — May Allah have mercy
on him- traced the views of former interpreters; Imam Zamakhashari (May
Allah have mercy on him) was one of those interpreters whom he traced
in his interpretation entitled (Al- Kasha'f). Hence, the topic of this paper
Is about Imam Shawkani's tracking of Imam Al- Zamakhashari in Surat
Al- Imran (The Family of Imran) by handling and studying it as void of
its hypotheses in order to show which one of the two viewpoints is closer
to the true meaning. The main objective of this paper is to recognize the
jurisprudence of difference which paves the way for peaceful dialogue in
between the formers and the followers; something that makes the criticism
of the elders run in a very polite manner as well as foreshadowing a full
awareness and recognition of precedence in the field of interpreting the
Holy Qur'an. Another objective of this paper is that writing about such
topics adds so much to the researcher in terms of the scientific perspective
as he studies certain views and their counter views, compares them, gives
preponderance- based upon evidence- to any of them. Such attitude would
for sure enrich the researcher and give him scientific merit. The paper
applies the analytical and critical approaches as the researcher has
collected the comments of Imam Al- Shawkani on Imam Al-
zamakhashari with regard to Surat Al- Rahman. The researcher has
selected a suitable title for the comments, and he has made reference to
the most preponderant ones; based on evidence. He also quoted Qur'anic
verses in between inverted commas referring to the chapters, their
numbers and the numbers of the verses as seen in the margins. Likewise,
he has authenticated prophetic traditions and their aftermath. To mention
a few, the researcher is satisfied with making reference to the most well-
known Imams of Hadith whose Hadiths have been quoted referring to the
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book. Chapters, section, page number and number of Hadith. In addition,
he has related the lines of poetry to their sources and their authors.
Moreover, he has clarified the bizarre utterances and terms by looking
them up in the dictionaries and the stated biographies except the
companions of Prophet Muhammad peace be upon him. The research has
concluded with two indexes; one for the sources and references and the
other for topics according to their appearance in the research. The research
has applied the scientific approach without any discreditation. The main
objective as stated by the researcher has been to tackle the statements
regardless of their author. In conclusion, the researcher has found out that
Imam Al- Shawkani was true in some of his comments whereas in others
he was not.

Key words: Imam Shawkani, Imam Zamakhashari, interpretation,
analytical interpretation, Al- Imran (The Family of Imran), study,
comment
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