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The Phenomenon of Decaying Words from Al- Zubaidi's (Died in 1205 A.H.)
Book of T aj Al- Arous min Jawaher Al- Qamus, An Originating Study

By: Magdy Fathy Mohammed Mohammed Kasheyot
Department of Arabic Language and Literature
Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies for Men in Cairo
Azhar University
E-mail: MagdiMohammed717.el@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:
Some words in Arabic have the capability of surviving, flourishing and they do
not decay even after thousands of years. The secret of survival and immortality
was embodied in the revelation of the Holy Qur'an in plain Arabic speech.
Arabic language derived its items of vocabulary, structures, styles, powerful and
sustainable meanings as well as its sweet and flexible utterances. It also derived
its own sustainability, the secrets of its rhetoric and its richness of meaning from
the Holy Qur'an so that Arabic established itself as one of the most honorable,
indicative, fertile, eloquent, exalted languages in the world. Such divine,
graceful and honorable status was the source of preservation, prevention,
durability and strength of Arabic language. Some Arabic words may lack such
attributes therefore, it may be vulnerable to decay and disappearance. However,
this symptom can hardly last forever since every word that experienced decay
or disappearance may come back to life attired in its ancient meaning or in a
new fashion. Nevertheless, some Arabic words have already decayed and never
reappeared again because they lacked the motives for revival. Scholars of
Arabic language noted down in their dictionaries all the words that had decayed
in earlier times. One of the most outstanding features of Arabic language is its
rich verbal content and that is why the words that decayed managed to survive
through writing them down on the hands of those who preserved such Arabic
dictionaries of the decaying words; especially the large recent ones. This was
an important factor for reviving the old words that decayed when needed since
other languages do not preserve any words rather than those which are usable.
Thus, the objective of this research is to highlight the phenomenon of decaying
words in our Arabic language through Al- Zubaidi's dictionary of Taj Al- Arous
min Jawaher Al- Qamus. The researcher has originated the terms of decaying
words, causes of decay in Arabic, the role of decaying words in developing and
enriching language and the decay of words in Al- Zubaidi's Taj Al- Arous min
Jawaher Al- Qamus. In addition, the research has studied Al- Zubaidi's approach
of including the decaying words in his Taj as well studying the nouns and verbs
that decayed and were stated in the Taj.
Key words: decaying words, plain Arabic speech, Al- Zubaidi, the dictionary of Taj
Al- Arous min Jawaher Al- Qamus
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