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The Book of Syntactic Riddles by
Ibn Hisham Al- Anssari (761 A.H.) and
Shaikh Khaled Al- Azhari (905 A.H.)
A Study of Ratio Investigation
By: Ali Salama Abdel- Halim Abu Sharif
Department of Arabic Language
Faculty of Education
Prince Sattam University
Kharj
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
E-mail: nadal12003@hotmail.com
Abstract
The Book of Syntactic Riddles has been reprinted six times in the last few years.
Three editions of the six have been attributed to Ibn Hisham Al- Anssari (761 A.H.)
whereas the other three have been attributed to Shaikh Khaled Al- Azhari (905
A.H.). Both Ibn Hisham Al- Anssari and Shaikh Khaled Al- Azhari are two
pioneering scholars of Arabic Syntax. Nevertheless, those who were employed to
investigate the editions or handle the biography of Ibn Hisham or Shaikh Khaled
Al- Azhari confused one of them with the other regarding his ratio of the book. As
a matter of fact, both figures belong to the modern pioneering linguistic intellectuals.
Hence, the research, at hand, is keen to uncover the true author of The Book of
Syntactic Riddles; is he Ibn Hisham Al- Anssari or Shaikh Khaled Al- Azhari? This
will be achieved through applying the descriptive and analytical approach.
Moreover, the research displays a complete edition of The Book of Syntactic
Riddles selected from the six exact versions where the academic content can be
traced back to the original source.

Key words: syntactic riddles, Ibn Hisham Al- Anssari, Shaikh Khaled Al- Azhari,
the ratio of the book.
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