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The ldeas of the Kharijites (Dissenters) in between the
Past and Present Times; A Presentation and Exposition

By: Hany Ali Saleem Tailoun

Assistant Professor of Philosophy and Doctrine
Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies for Men in Cairo
Azhar University

E.MAIL: hanytayloun.4@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract
The group of the Kharijites is one of the forerunner Islamic groups that
appeared in the history of Islam. This group was remarkable for its biased
beliefs and strange ideas. It did not only represent a historical era that had
gone away with its destructive consequences but it also represents a group
that still exists in reality accompanied by its irregular beliefs and bizarre
ideas which continue to appear along centuries. Whenever a century
passes away a new century follows with this group at the center. The
importance of this topic can be traced back to the great number of inherited
Prophetic traditions which warned the Muslims against this group; namely
the Kharijites. The reason why the researcher has chosen this topic is to
clarify the underlying late Kharijites before the majority of people. In
addition, radical, infidel and extreme ideas have spread in our Muslim
societies as well as the tough and coarse treatment of the Muslims with
their fellow Muslims. Moreover, the research aims at warning the publicity
of Muslims against the ideas and ways of the Kharijites. The research at
hand is keen to define the Kharijites, their groups and their ideas such as
blasphemy, extremism, exaggeration, roughness, serenity and

controversy. The research tries also to treat these phenomena and ideas as




——— L TSI PR PR 4%;
well as displaying the moderation of Islam and how these phenomena are
judged in the light of its approach. Some of the most important findings of
this research are stated in the conclusion. For example, the Kharijites are
those who dissented from the rule of Imam Ali (May Allah be pleased with
him) after his acceptance of the judgment in the battle of Seffin, and those
who agree with them joined them to the Day of Judgment. The Kharijites
have shared some of the basic principles such as disagreeing with the
unjust ruler and refusing judgment, accusing those who commit major sins
of being blasphemous. In addition, the Kharijites intended to be serene and

rough though the Muslim doctrine told us to be kind and sympathetic.

Moderation is one of the general characteristics of Islam and it is also one
of the basic attributes that characterize the Muslims rather than any other
nation.

Key words: the Kharijites, accusing one of being blasphemous, serenity,

roughness, extremism, controversy, moderation.
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