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The Critical Approach of Al- Tabari’s Interpretation and its
Impact on Interpreters

By: Saad Saad Masoud Al-Ahmed
Department of Islamic Sharea
Faculty of Dar Al-Uloom

Cairo University

E.MAIL: pr_saad_Alahmad@hotmail.com

Abstract “
The researcher has handled Imam Al- Tabari as one of the pioneers;:

of interpretation shedding light upon his talent as a genius interpreterb?gj
and critic at the same time. Al- Tabari has left behind a collection of ~
precious books which contain the fruit of what he innately inherited.
The most important book was his great interpretation entitled “Jamea
Al-Bayan Fi Tafsir Aye Al-Qur’an”, translated as “A Collection of
Statements on Interpretation of the Verses of the Holy Qur’an”. Al-
Tabari’s approach of criticism has been displayed as he used to handle
the specified verse by stating it then launching his interpretation by
referring to a certain statement which interprets the verse at hand.
Afterwards, Al-Tabari narrates a chain of the men who believed in the
mentioned statement. That chain includes prophet’s companions,
followers and leading interpreters. Al-Tabari used to commence his
speech by “Referring to those who said that ...” Next, Al-Tabari
examines the statements to find out which the most authentic. Thus,
one could easily find traces of the sciences and arts which Al-Tabari
excelled in through his interpretation. For example, those who
examined his interpretation would find that it is more organized and
authorized than any other interpretation. A great deal of Al-Tabari’s
followers has technically quoted his methodology. In his
interpretation, Al-Tabari has relied on many various books of
interpretation, Hadith, history, biographies and language something
that tested through his multiple narratives. Al-Tabari has applied a
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monotonous approach in his interpretation. What makes Al-Tabari a
distinguished interpreter is the succinct phrase and simple words he
utilized to interpret the Qur’anic verses rather than using ambiguous
statements. Mostly, Al-Tabari’s digression is counted on a certain
purpose and one of those important purposes is to criticize weak
statements or to support and side with one of them. Al-Tabari, May
Allah have mercy on him, excelled in mastering the critical sense in
his interpretation of the Holy Qur’an. In handling the various
statements, Al-Tabari did not only criticize what was apparent but his
criticism far exceeded that phase to include the explanatory sciences,
their jurist views, their outcomes, jurisprudence and its related
schemes, fundamentalism and its branches. . .etc.

Key words: Al-Tabari, Jamea Al-Bayan “A Collection of
Statements”, explanation, interpretation, interpreters.
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