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Modifying the Hereditary FactorsA Juristic Study

By: Kamal Mohammed Awaad

Associate Professor of Jurisprudence

Faculty of Sharia and Law in Damanhur

Azhar University

e.mail:kamlawad33@yahoo.com

Abstract

Medication is one of the prescribed and legal rights that achieve an
objective of the Islamic Sharia which is self- protection. With the
passage of time, the field of medicine has achieved giant leaps and
ushered the way for various approaches of treatment which have no
longer become confined to cure existent diseases but also goes
beyond the limits to the extent that it has become possible to change
original genetic shape of the living organism. As a result, this medical
breakthrough has caused great controversy in the society.
Accordingly, this research is keen to highlight the importance of
modifying the hereditary factors through genetic treatment of the
living organism. Such treatment is considered an outcome of the
scientific revolution and the successively rapid technological
progress. Hence, it has become due to examine this massive medical
development from a legal perspective since its objectives are no
longer confined to cure diseases but it also allows modifying the
original shape of the living organism by intruding a new gene,
replacing an existent one or eradicating it. Therefore, the research at
hand aims at establishing legal and medical provisions regarding
modifying the hereditary factors so as to guarantee positive benefits
and to avoid any negative misuses. The research includes two
chapters and a conclusion. The first chapter introduces the true
meaning of modifying the hereditary factors according to the Islamic
jurisprudence. The second chapter displays the provisions of
modifying the hereditary factors in the Islamic jurisprudence.
Finally, the conclusion sums up the findings of the research.

Key words: hereditary factors, objectives of Sharia, self-protection,
genetic treatment, medication.
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