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The positivist philosophy of Auguste Comte and the
reasons for its emergence
By: Prof:E lham Mohamed Fathy Mohamed Shaheen
A teacher of faith and philosophy
At the Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies
For girls at Al Azhar University in Cairo

E.MAIL: E lham.mohamed@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract

The philosophy of positivism is a section of the "epistemology" that
originated in the eighteenth century as an antidote to theology and
metaphysics, which rely on unexplained empirical knowledge.

The philosophy of positivism in social sciences uses the inductive method -
experiment - used in the natural sciences, and then the status school
revolutionized metaphysical philosophy and thought that research should
not go beyond the study of concrete reality study based on experience and
extrapolation.

This trend has its roots in the Greek heritage of the Athenians and the
Soufstaians and has already been referred to and clearly advocated by Francis
Bacon. The philosophy of positivism has clearly emerged in Western thought
as a result of the causes and circumstances experienced by Europe, including
ecclesiastical domination, the intervention of the Jewish Zionist element, the
connection of the Europeans to Islamic civilization, The industrial revolution
in Europe, and the emergence of many philosophies based on absolute
atheism and the denial of metaphysics and the acceptance of any authority
over human thought only the power of reason and sense and experience and
material benefit was believed in Western society that science has to answer
Every question and that man can control the nature of science and
knowledge and called the era of the human era or the Enlightenment, the era
of philosophical faith in God has no revelation and not the creator of the
world agrees with the arbitration and the sovereignty of mind on all aspects
of life and sense the only source of knowledge.
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Thus, realist philosophy and positivist philosophy belong to one meaning: the
laws of experience and not the laws of existence. The most famous
philosophers of the philosophy of positivism are Auguste Conte, who
produced an integrated work explaining the origins of the doctrine and
applying it to the various sciences and deriving his knowledge and philosophy
from Francis Bacon and Roger Bacon. He received and received from Saint
Simon and formulated the most important ideas of the philosophy of
positivism in his authors "doctrine in positivist politics" and "lessons in
positivist philosophy." Conte sees that the manifestations of moral and social 2

chaos are due to mental disorder, Religious t on the one hand and on the :::,’:’:

other hand, philosophical. ?@é

While these two trends represent the previous phases of humanity - and that
it must move to a new stage is the stage of positive thought. In this last stage
can face the problems of society through science.

13 ;

Thus, facing the problems of society does not require changing the economic
basis of the society. Rather, it considers the methods of thinking and
eliminating mental disorder, and achieving harmony and intellectual unity to
ensure its continuity and progress. In order to achieve this goal, he called for
the establishment of a new science that examines the scientific study based
on the positive approach. This approach has been applied to most of the
problems of his time

He also noted that religion represents the political aspect of the power of the
priests and kings, as they derive their authority from the religion of the
community

And ended with the fact that the world can not be saved and extracted only
by a new religion that nourishes the hearts of people, the love of the weak
and strengthens them by glorifying humanity and adopting a new religion and
a subject of worship. He spent his days creating a complex system of priests,
religious rites and prayers for this new religion. In which the names of pagan
gods and medieval saints were replaced by heroes of human progress and
progress.

Keywords: positivist philosophy - Auguste Count - epistemology - theology -
principles of Hellenism - materialism - spiritualism
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